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Through a succession of key stages since Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon) became independent in 1948, its Tamil minority, historically
concentrated in the north and east but with an important segment in Colombo, became alienated from the Sinhalese majority and, after
peaceful opposition failed to secure its rights, resorted to an armed struggle. The Tamil Tigers (LTTE) today appear to hold the key to their
people’s future. While they have suffered setbacks, including the loss of the Tamil capital, Jaffna, they remain a potent guerrilla force, able to
strike with impunity at both military and civilian targets. The Tigers’ grip on the Tamil population seems secure, as does their overseas
support and funding from Tamil exiles in Britain, Canada, and Australia. This book offers a concise history of the Sri Lankan Tamil nation, its
culture, social make-up, and political evolution. In a final chapter, A. J. V. Chandrakanthan gives a first-hand account of life and attitudes
inside the embattled Tamil areas today. A. Jeyaratnam Wilson teaches in the Department of Political Science at the University of New
Brunswick. He is the author of The Break-Up of Sri Lanka and S. J. V. Chelvanayakam and the Crisis of Sri Lankan Tamil Nationalism. A. J.
V. Chandrakanthan teaches in the Department of Theology at Concordia University, Montreal.
Thamizhini joined the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) at the age of nineteen and spent eighteen years as a combatant, educator
and, for some time, head of the women’s division of its Political Wing. Her memoir, In the Shadow of a Sword, weaves back and forth
between reminiscences of her childhood experiences of state violence and her decision to join the LTTE. It recounts the many projects she
undertook for the civilian population; her participation in the Peace Talks of 2002; the freedoms granted and constraints placed upon her
during the armed struggle; and her experiences in combat training, on the battlefield, and in political negotiations and diplomacy. It is a
narrative weighted with grief and remorse yet glistening with moments of humour and thick with compassion. The memoir contains wry
observations on gender roles and media manipulation in times of war and is a valuable archive that rescues female combatants from oblivion.
On the political conditions in Sri Lanka after civil war in 1983 and its effect on development; a study.
Sri Lanka’s government declared victory in May, 2009, in one of the world’s most intractable wars after a series of battles in which it killed
the leader of the Tamil Tigers, who had been fighting to create a separate homeland for the country’s ethnic Tamil minority. The United
Nations said the conflict had killed between 80,000 and 100,000 people in Sri Lanka since full-scale civil war broke out in 1983. A US State
Department report offered a grisly catalogue of alleged abuses, including the killing of captives or combatants seeking surrender, the
abduction and in some cases murder of Tamil civilians, and dismal humanitarian conditions in camps for displaced persons. Human Rights
Watch said the U.S. report should dispel any doubts that serious abuses were committed during the final months of the 26-year civil war. The
report gains added significance since, during these five months, the Sri Lankan Government denied independent observers, including the
media and human rights organizations, access to the war zone, and conducted a “war without witnesses.” This book traces the ongoing
engagement of international lawyer Francis A. Boyle during the last years of the conflict. Boyle was among the very few addressing the
international legal implications of the Sri Lankan Government’s grave and systematic violations of Tamil human rights while the conflict was
taking place. This is the first book to develop an authoritative case for genocide against the Government of Sri Lanka under international law.
An explosive account of a secret group of mercenaries based on newly declassified documents.
For three decades, Sri Lanka’s civil war tore communities apart. In 2009, the Sri Lankan army finally defeated the separatist Tamil Tigers
guerrillas in a fierce battle that swept up about 300,000 civilians and killed more than 40,000. More than a million had been displaced by the
conflict, and the resilient among them still dared to hope. But the next five years changed everything. Rohini Mohan’s searing account of
three lives caught up in the devastation looks beyond the heroism of wartime survival to reveal the creeping violence of the everyday. When
city-bred Sarva is dragged off the streets by state forces, his middle-aged mother, Indra, searches for him through the labyrinthine Sri Lankan
bureaucracy. Meanwhile, Mugil, a former child soldier, deserts the Tigers in the thick of war to protect her family. Having survived, they
struggle to live as the Sri Lankan state continues to attack minority Tamils and Muslims, frittering away the era of peace. Sarva flees the
country, losing his way – and almost his life – in a bid for asylum. Mugil stays, breaking out of the refugee camp to rebuild her family and an
ordinary life in the village she left as a girl. But in her tumultuous world, desires, plans, and people can be snatched away in a moment. The
Seasons of Trouble is a startling, brutal, yet beautifully written debut from a prize-winning journalist. It is a classic piece of reportage, five
years in the making, and a trenchant, compassionate examination of the corrosive effect of conflict on a people.
Essay from the year 2020 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Region: South Asia, grade: 80%, University of St. Gallen, course:
Politics of Religion in South Asia, language: English, abstract: “Never think that war, no matter how necessary, nor how justified, is not a
crime.” Words were written by Ernest Hemingway depicting the vile nature of war, while strengthening the narrative that war is groundless.
Much like Hemingway, many others also share the same view on the atrocious aspects of war itself. Warfare has been witnessed in all parts
of the world for centuries. Through the study of history, we are aware of the evolution of methods of warfare. International humanitarian law
has helped guide nations to “legitimately” conduct acts of war against others. The toughest pill to swallow though, however obvious, is that
one aspect of war will always be inevitable – the casualties. This consequently results in the majority view that war is good for nothing. Then
the vital question that must be addressed is that if the effects of violence constitute more harm than good, why is it an available option for
nations to resort to? Furthermore, why does the law of war differ for state and non-state actors? In this essay, I would like to examine the
conditional nature of war within the international sphere by paying close attention to the Sri Lankan Civil War (1983-2009) as an example to
portray the disparities of armed conflict between state and non-state actors, and how the view of such acts are deemed differently through the
use of the “Just War” theory.
In Remembering Genocide an international group of scholars draw on current research from a range of disciplines to explore how
communities throughout the world remember genocide. Whether coming to terms with atrocities committed in Namibia and Rwanda,
Australia, Canada, the Punjab, Armenia, Cambodia and during the Holocaust, those seeking to remember genocide are confronted with
numerous challenges. Survivors grapple with the possibility, or even the desirability, of recalling painful memories. Societies where genocide
has been perpetrated find it difficult to engage with an uncomfortable historical legacy. Still, to forget genocide, as this volume edited by Nigel
Eltringham and Pam Maclean shows, is not an option. To do so reinforces the vulnerability of groups whose very existence remains in
jeopardy and denies them the possibility of bringing perpetrators to justice. Contributors discuss how genocide is represented in media
including literature, memorial books, film and audiovisual testimony. Debates surrounding the role museums and monuments play in
constructing and transmitting memory are highlighted. Finally, authors engage with controversies arising from attempts to mobilise and
manipulate memory in the service of reconciliation, compensation and transitional justice.

On a small stretch of sand in north-eastern Sri Lanka 2009, the armed forces slaughtered tens of thousands of Tamils. The Tamil
Tigers, who had waged a three-decade-long war of national liberation, were militarily defeated. But some of their ranks survived.
Santhia was one. After the war, she and her infant son tried to reach Australia but were stranded in Indonesia. Santhia died in a
Jakarta hospital in October 2017 aged just forty-two. Sponsored by the Tamil Refugee Council, Ben Hillier travelled to Indonesia
and Sri Lanka after Santhia's death to piece together her life. In this essay, she appears as an individual expression of a nationals
fight for liberation. The essay is paired with a seminal document, Liberation Tigers and Tamil Eelam freedom struggle, written in
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1983 by Anton Balasingham on behalf of the Tigers' political committee.
This book begins from a critical account of the final months of the Sri Lankan civil war, tracing themes of nationalism, discourse
and conflict memory through this period of immense violence and into its aftermath. Using these themes to explore state crime,
atrocity and its denial and representation, Seoighe offers an analysis of how stories of conflict are authored and constructed. This
book examines the political discourse of the former Rajapaksa government, highlighting how fluency in international discourses of
counter-terrorism, humanitarianism and the ‘reconciliation’ expected of states transitioning from conflict can be used to conceal
and deny state violence. Drawing on extensive interviews with activists, academics, politicians, state representatives and
international agency staff, and three months of observation in Sri Lanka in 2012, Seoighe demonstrates how the Rajapaksa
government re-narrativised violence through orchestrated techniques of denial and mass ritual discourse. It drew on and
perpetuated a heightened majoritarian Sinhala-Buddhist nationalism which consolidated power under Sinhalese political elites,
generated minority grievances and, in turn, sustained the repression and dispossession of the Tamil community of the Northeast.
A detailed and evocative study, this book will be of special interest to scholars of conflict studies, political violence and critical
criminology.
As the civil war in Sri Lanka drew to its bloody end in 2009 the government of this island nation removed its protection from UN
officials and employees, who, along with other international observers, were forced to leave the conflict zone. President Mahinda
Rajapaksa and his inner circle wanted, it seemed, a war without witness. The end result was the deliberate slaughter of an
estimated 70,000 innocent civilians. However, many survivors, and some who died, were able to capture on camera the horrifying
conclusion to the war and the cruel deprivations of the internment camps that followed. Today, through their images and
testimony, Rajapaksa stands accused of war crimes. In Sri Lanka’s Secrets experienced journalist Trevor Grant presents the
shocking story of the final days of this war, alongside the photographs and eye-witness accounts of many Tamils, including
Maravan, a social worker who fled to Australia by boat after being tortured by soldiers seeking his folio of photographs. Grant also
details the continuing torture and abuse of Tamils in Sri Lanka, and some national governments’ ongoing support for a regime that
has abandoned any pretense of democracy. Foremost among these enthusiastic supporters has been the Government of
Australia, cynically preoccupied with ‘stopping the boats’ fleeing Sri Lankan state terror. At any cost.
"The Cage is a tightly written and clear-eyed narrative about one of the most disturbing human dramas of recent years. . . . A
riveting, cautionary tale about the consequences of unchecked political power in a country at war. A must-read." —Jon Lee
Anderson, New Yorker staff writer and author of The Fall of Baghdad In the closing days of the thirty-year Sri Lankan civil war,
tens of thousands of civilians were killed, according to United Nations estimates, as government forces hemmed in the last
remaining Tamil Tiger rebels on a tiny sand spit, dubbed "The Cage." Gordon Weiss, a journalist and UN spokesperson in Sri
Lanka during the final years of the war, pulls back the curtain of government misinformation to tell the full story for the first time.
Tracing the role of foreign influence as it converged with a history of radical Buddhism and ethnic conflict, The Cage is a harrowing
portrait of an island paradise torn apart by war and the root causes and catastrophic consequences of a revolutionary uprising
caught in the crossfire of international power jockeying. Gordon Weiss has lived in New York and worked in numerous conflict and
natural disaster zones including the Congo, Uganda, Darfur, Bosnia, Afghanistan, Syria, and Haiti. Employed by the United
Nations for over two decades, he continues to consult on war, extremism, peace building, and human rights.
The tropical island of Sri Lanka is a paradise for tourists, but in 2009 it became a hell for its Tamil minority, as decades of civil war
between the Tamil Tiger guerrillas and the government reached its bloody climax. Caught in the crossfire were hundreds of
thousands of schoolchildren, doctors, farmers, fishermen, nuns and other civilians. And the government ensured through a strict
media blackout that the world was unaware of their suffering. Now, a UN enquiry has called for war-crimes investigations. Those
crimes are recounted here to the wider world for the first time in sobering, shattering detail.
This book is a record of "The Tamil Nation" struggles and sacrifices made to regain the lost rights in Sri Lanka, which are
recognized under the "International Human Rights Bill". The book is dedicated to all who laid their lives fighting for their lost rights
and others still waiting for justice.
A story of a child soldier in Sri Lanka's bloody civil war. Two days before Christmas in 1987, at the age of 17, Niromi de Soyza
found herself in an ambush as part of a small platoon of militant Tamil Tigers fighting government forces in the bloody civil war that
was to engulf Sri Lanka for decades. With her was her lifelong friend, Ajanthi, also aged 17. Leaving behind them their shocked
middle-class families, the teenagers had become part of the Tamil Tigers' first female contingent. Equipped with little more than a
rifle and a cyanide capsule, Niromi's group managed to survive on their wits in the jungle, facing not only the perils of war but
starvation, illness and growing internal tensions among the militant Tigers. And then events erupted in ways that she could no
longer bear. How was it that this well-educated, mixed-race, middle-class girl from a respectable family came to be fighting with
the Tamil Tigers?
And recommendations. Methodology - Recommendations. -- Background. War in Sri Lanka - The Tamil diaspora and support for
the LTTE. -- A culture of fear: LTTE intimidation, threats, and violence. -- LTTE control of Hindu temples in the West. -- Paying for
"the final war": LTTE fundraising and extortion within the Tamil diaspora in late 2005 and early 2006. Pressures to give money Attempts to refuse and resist - Fundraising versus extortion - Response from the World Tamil Movement. -- Extortion of Tamil
expatriates visiting Sri Lanka. Priya's story - Common extortion methods. -- Response of the U.K. and Canadian authorities. -Conclusion. -- Acknowledgements.
This book provides a study of the war by Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to create a separate state in Sri Lanka. It examines the
ways in which this war should, in principle, have invoked ‘Responsibility to Protect’ principles, as well as the political, legal and practical
problems involved and, ultimately, why the international community failed to act. Over the years there have been several events, including
those in Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Timor-Leste, Darfur, and Kosovo, that have led the international community to accept a responsibility to
protect. However, despite its overwhelming preliminary endorsement, the principles of this concept are still not universally sanctioned and
there are some strong international opponents, including some countries that were initial signatories of the convention. By considering the
example of Sri Lanka, the text focuses on what conditions could satisfy or demand the application of responsibility to protect. It further
presents a case as to why this conflict was, and may still be, the normative responsibility of the international community. Sri Lanka and the
Responsibility to Protect will be of great interest to students of South-East Asian politics, human rights, international law, ethnic conflict,
security studies and IR in general.
A study focusing on Sri Lankan Tamils from the Jaffna Peninsula who, due to ethno-nationalist violence and repression, sought asylum in
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Switzerland. McDowell (research officer, refugee studies, U. of Oxford) bases his research on a combination of anthropological fieldwork and
archival material, investigating the development of the Tamil community in Switzerland, the impact of Swiss federal policy and practice on
them, and the economic impact of accommodating at least 200,000 refugees. The study provides information on the Swiss people's popular
opinion (opposed to reaction) and the changes made to re-shape asylum policies taking both humanitarian and economic realities into
account--a methodology being adopted by other European countries. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
In 2009, the Sri Lankan government forces literally eradicated the Tamil Tiger insurgency after 26 years of civil war. This was the first time
that a government had defeated an indigenous insurgency by force of arms. It was as if the British army killed thousands of IRA cadres to end
the war in Northern Ireland. The story of this war is fascinating in itself, besides the international repercussions for terrorism and insurgency
worldwide. Many countries involved themselves in the war to arm the combatants (China, Pakistan, India, and North Korea) or to bring peace
(US, France, UK, and Norway).While researching this work Professor Moorcraft was given unprecedented access to Sri Lankan politicians
(including the President and his brother, the Defense Permanent Secretary), senior generals, intelligence chiefs, civil servants, UN officials,
foreign diplomats and NGOs. He also interviewed the surviving leader of the Tamil Tigers.His conclusions and findings will be controversial.
He reveals how the authorities determined to stamp out Tamil Tiger resistance by whatever means frustrated the media and foreign
mediators. Their methods, which have led to accusations of war crimes, were brutally effective but are likely to remain highly contentions for
years to come.
Immigration is a topic that is as important among anthropologists as it is the general public. Almost every culture has experienced adaptation
and assimilation when immigrating to a new country and culture; usually leaving for what is perceived as a "better life". Not only does this
diaspora change the country of adoption, but also the country of origin. Many large nations in the world have absorbed, and continue to
absorb, large numbers of immigrants. The foreseeable future will see a continuation of large-scale immigration, as many countries experience
civil war and secessionist pressures. Currently, there is no reference work that describes the impact upon the immigrants and the immigrant
societies relevant to the world's cultures and provides an overview of important topics in the world's diasporas. The encyclopedia consists of
two volumes covering three main sections: Diaspora Overviews covers over 20 ethnic groups that have experienced voluntary or forced
immigration. These essays discuss the history behind the social, economic, and political reasons for leaving the original countries, and the
cultures in the new places; Topics discusses the impact and assimilation that the immigrant cultures experience in their adopted cultures,
including the arts they bring, the struggles they face, and some of the cities that are in the forefront of receiving immigrant cultures; Diaspora
Communities include over 60 portraits of specific diaspora communities. Each portrait follows a standard outline to facilitate comparisons. The
Encyclopedia of Diasporas can be used both to gain a general understanding of immigration and immigrants, and to find out about particular
cultures, topics and communities. It will prove of great value to researchers and students, curriculum developers, teachers, and government
officials. It brings together the disciplines of anthropology, social studies, political studies, international studies, and immigrant and
immigration studies.
The book separates from other existing ones on the subject in providing an unparalleled angle penetrating into Washington's covert and overt
maneuvers and designs aiding and abetting a global supportive instrument of a terrorist organization which is motivated to destabilize Sri
Lanka. The analyses and interpretations, based on the author's deep knowledge and insights gained during his tenure at the U.S.
Department of State, not found in other works. The link the author discovered between Washington's settled mindset developed in the 1980s
and 1990s on Sri Lanka's national issues, and post-2009 renaissance of the global supportive instrument of a terrorist group is unique to the
readers. The interpretations and analyses of discovered evidence of this cohabitation, and Washington's adventurism are aptly reflected in
the title of the book: Tamil Tigers' Debt to America: U.S. Foreign Policy Adventurism and Sri Lanka's Dilemma. This book gives a unique
analyses and interpretation of Washington's foreign policy adventurism using the insights the author gained during his tenure at the U.S.
State Department. This insider's account and alarming analysis have disclosed a development - largely due to Washington machinations that enabled operative organizations within the Tamil Diaspora to replace the vanquished Tigers and diplomatically continue its secessionist
agenda in Sri Lanka. Washington's disappointment in its failure to salvage Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger leadership - which it believed represented
the sentiments of the minority Tamils - to use it as a pressure group to influence changes in Sri Lanka was thwarted by the movement's
annihilation in 2009. To avenge the foreign policy setback, Washington created a conducive atmosphere - through its foreign policy advocacy
- that facilitated the emergence of a stronger, determined and more coordinated Tamil Diaspora - once effectively functioned to sustain the
LTTE - as a global diplomatic movement. One cannot recall in recent memory how a totally annihilated lethal terrorist movement along with its
superior military power was resurrected and emerged as a global political movement with a determination to achieve the same objective - a
separate state for the minority ethnic Tamils in the north-east region of Sri Lanka. The book's disclosed link facilitates the readers to
understand this scenario.
The essays in this book chart how women’s profound and turbulent experiences of migration have been articulated in writing, photography,
art and film. As a whole, the volume gives an impression of a wide range of migratory events from women’s perspectives, covering the
Caribbean Diaspora, refugees and slavery through the various lenses of politics and war, love and family. The contributors, which include
academics and artists, offer both personal and critical points of view on the artistic and historical repositories of these experiences. Selfies,
motherhood, violence and Hollywood all feature in this substantial treasure-trove of women’s joy and suffering, disaster and delight, place,
memory and identity. This collection appeals to artists and scholars of the humanities, particularly within the social sciences; though there is
much to recommend it to creatives seeking inspiration or counsel on the issue of migratory experiences.
The compelling true story of a seventeen year old girl who joins the Tamil Tigers....
This collection of essays explores decades of conflict and violence in Sri Lanka and the acts of genocide and crimes against humanity that
have resulted. Readers will understand the historical background on the years of conflict, with an examination of the controversies
surrounding this conflict. Essays explain the roots of the violence, assertions that genocide was committed by both sides, and the state of the
postwar peace process. Background information and first person accounts of the events are provided as well, to give the reader a more
rounded knowledge of the events.

Before violence tore apart the tapestry of Sri Lanka and turned its pristine beaches red, there were two families.
Yasodhara tells the story of her own Sinhala family, rich in love, with everything they could ask for. As a child in idyllic
Colombo, Yasodhara's and her siblings' lives are shaped by social hierarchies, their parents' ambitions, teenage love
and, subtly, the differences between Tamil and Sinhala people; but the peace is shattered by the tragedies of war.
Yasodhara's family escapes to Los Angeles. But Yasodhara's life has already become intertwined with a young Tamil
girl's... Saraswathie is living in the active war zone of Sri Lanka, and hopes to become a teacher. But her dreams for the
future are abruptly stamped out when she is arrested by a group of Sinhala soldiers and pulled into the very heart of the
conflict that she has tried so hard to avoid – a conflict that, eventually, will connect her and Yasodhara in unexpected
ways. Nayomi Munaweera's Island of a Thousand Mirrors is an emotionally resonant saga of cultural heritage,
heartbreaking conflict and deep family bonds. Narrated in two unforgettably authentic voices and spanning the entirety of
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the decades-long civil war, it offers an unparalleled portrait of a beautiful land during its most difficult moment by a
spellbinding new literary talent who promises tremendous things to come.
Sri Lanka's government declared victory in May, 2009, in one of the world's most intractable wars after a series of battles
in which it killed the leader of the Tamil Tigers, who had been fighting to create a separate homeland for the country's
ethnic Tamil minority. The United Nations said the conflict had killed between 80,000 and 100,000 people in Sri Lanka
since full-scale civil war broke out in 1983. A US State Department report offered a grisly catalogue of alleged abuses,
including the killing of captives or combatants seeking surrender, the abduction and in some cases murder of Tamil
civilians, and dismal humanitarian conditions in camps for displaced persons. Human Rights Watch said the U.S. report
should dispel any doubts that serious abuses were committed during the final months of the 26-year civil war. The report
gains added significance since, during these five months, the Sri Lankan Government denied independent observers,
including the media and human rights organizations, access to the war zone, and conducted a "war without witnesses."
This second edition traces the ongoing engagement in the Sri Lankan conflict of Professor Francis A. Boyle, an eminent
American expert in international law, from the conflict's last years to the present pursuit of UN recognition of the Tamil
genocide and call for reparations. It is the first book to develop an authoritative case for genocide against the
Government of Sri Lanka under international law. Such charges by an expert like Boyle should not be taken lightly: In
1993, Boyle took the remarkably similar case of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the International Court of Justice, setting a
historical precedent by winning not one, but two Orders from the Court against the rump Yugoslavia. Professor Boyle was
among the very few to address the international legal implications of the Sri Lankan Government's grave and systematic
violations of Tamil human rights while the conflict was actually taking place, and to excoriate the UN and those significant
states and actors in the global community whose failure to prevent it, Boyle charges, amounted to complicity in genocide.
A seminal lecture in the book outlines the legal basis for the Tamils to exercise their right under international law to
proclaim a Unilateral Declaration of Independence and establish a Tamil state.
Discusses the evolution and functions of libraries and a theory of libricide as a weapon of autocratic regimes, and
presents case studies of state-sponsored censorship to suppress cultures from Nazi Germany to China's takeover of
Tibet.
William M. Denevan writes that, "The discovery of America was followed by possibly the greatest demographic disaster in
the history of the world." Research by some scholars provides population estimates of the pre-contact Americas to be as
high as 112 million in 1492, while others estimate the population to have been as low as eight million. In any case, the
native population declined to less than six million by 1650. In this collection of essays, historians, anthropologists, and
geographers discuss the discrepancies in the population estimates and the evidence for the post-European decline.
Woodrow Borah, Angel Rosenblat, William T. Sanders, and others touch on such topics as the Indian slave trade,
diseases, military action, and the disruption of the social systems of the native peoples. Offering varying points of view,
the contributors critically analyze major hemispheric and regional data and estimates for pre- and post-European contact.
This revised edition features a new introduction by Denevan reviewing recent literature and providing a new hemispheric
estimate of 54 million, a foreword by W. George Lovell of Queen's University, and a comprehensive updating of the
already extensive bibliography. Research in this subject is accelerating, with contributions from many disciplines. The
discussions and essays presented here can serve both as an overview of past estimates, conflicts, and methods and as
indicators of new approaches and perspectives to this timely subject.
This book offers an accurate and easy to follow explanation of how the Tamil Tigers, who are officially known as the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), was defeated. Who were the major players in this conflict? What were the
critical strategic decisions that worked? What were the strategic mistakes and their consequences? What actually
happened on the battlefield? How did Sri Lanka become the only nation in modern history to completely defeat a terrorist
organization? The mind-blowing events of the Sri Lankan civil war are documented in this book to show the truth of how
the LTTE terrorist organization was defeated. The defeat of a terrorist organization on the battlefield was so
unprecedented that it has rewritten the narrative in the fight against terrorism.
Dinesh is a young man trapped on the frontlines between the Sri Lankan army and the Tamil Tigers. Desensitized to the
horror all around him, life has been pared back to the essentials: eat, sleep, survive. All this changes when he is
approached one morning by an older man who asks him to marry his daughter Ganga, hoping that victorious soldiers will
be less likely to harm a married woman. For a few brief hours, Dinesh and Ganga tentatively explore their new and
unexpected connection, trying to understand themselves and each other, until the war once more closes over them. Told
in meditative, nuanced and powerful prose, this shattering novel marks the arrival of an extraordinary new literary voice.
Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia or other free sources
online. Pages: 34. Chapters: 1929 Hebron massacre, Alleged war crimes during the Final Stages of the Sri Lankan Civil
War, August 2012 Mansehra Shia Massacre, Bagber massacre, Dersim Massacre, Expulsion of Muslims from the
Northern province by LTTE, Expulsion of non-resident Tamils from Colombo, February 2012 Kohistan Shia Massacre,
Hashimpura massacre, Mandai massacre, Noakhali genocide, Partition riots in Rawalpindi, Zilan massacre. Excerpt:
There are allegations that war crimes were committed by the Sri Lankan military and the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (Tamil Tigers) during the Sri Lankan Civil War, particularly during the final months of the conflict in 2009. The
alleged war crimes include attacks on civilians and civilian buildings by both sides; executions of combatants and
prisoners by both sides; enforced disappearances by the Sri Lankan military and paramilitary groups backed by them;
acute shortages of food, medicine, and clean water for civilians trapped in the war zone; and child recruitment by the
Tamil Tigers. A panel of experts appointed by United Nations Secretary-General (UNSG) Ban Ki-moon to advise him on
the issue of accountability with regard to any alleged violations of international human rights and humanitarian law during
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the final stages of the civil war found "credible allegations" which, if proven, indicated that war crimes and crimes against
humanity were committed by the Sri Lankan military and the Tamil Tigers. The panel has called on the UNSG to conduct
an independent international inquiry into the alleged violations of international law. The Sri Lankan government has
denied that its forces committed any war crimes and has strongly opposed any international investigation. War crimes are
prohibited by the Geneva Conventions, of which Sri Lanka is a signatory. In 2002 the International Criminal Court...
Between 1983 and 2009 Sri Lanka was host to a bitter civil war fought between the Government and the Tamil Tigers,
which sought the creation of an independent Tamil state. In May 2009 came the war's violent end with the crushing
defeat of the Tamil Tigers at the hands of the Sri Lanka Army. But prior to this grim finale, for some time there had been
hope for a peaceful end to the conflict. Beginning with a ceasefire agreement in early 2002, for almost five years a series
of peace talks between the two sides took place in locations ranging from Thailand and Japan to Norway, Germany and
Switzerland. To End a Civil War tells the story of trying to bring peace to Sri Lanka. In particular it tells the story of how a
faraway European nation--Norway--came to play a central role in efforts to end the conflict, and what its small, dedicated
team of mediators did in their untiring efforts to reach what ultimately proved the elusive goal of a negotiated peace. In
doing so it fills a critical gap in our understanding of the Sri Lankan conflict. But it also illuminates in detail a much wider
problem: the intense fragility that surrounds peace processes and the extraordinary lengths to which their proponents
often stretch in order to secure their progress.
Little is known about the Tamil liberation cause and struggle, as it has been widely dismissed by global powers of all persuasionsthe USA, Russia, China and India-each driven by their own realpolitik concerns and self- interests. This book, written by a
Diaspora Tamil engaged in human rights work in the Tamil-controlled area of Vanni up until it was overrun by Sri Lankan forces,
provides a compelling insider’s look at the motivations, issues and complexities of this largely secret civil war; the entire text is
based on first hand observation and includes sociological insights based on these first hand observations. Isolatd in their struggle
and condemned by world opinion, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Elam (LTTE) nonetheless proved capable of withstanding all
external forces for a period of decades, drawing large numbers of Tamils, both inside Sri Lanka and outside in the Tamil Diaspora,
to support tits cause. The LTTE created a progressive internal movement that succeeded in breaking down ancient caste barriers
that had resisted the political inducements and leadership of figures such as Gandhi, and inculcated a climate of social justice and
equality. This book describes what life was like on the ground inside Tamil- controlled territory where the forces of war were held at
bay-what the author has referred to in the title of this book as "The Fleeting Moment...". What followed was a process of the
destruction of everything that she described when it was overrun by the Sri Lankan army and the Tamil genocide began.
In the tradition of Maus, Persepolis, Palestine and The Breadwinner, Vanni is a graphic novel focusing on the conflict between the
Sri Lankan government and the 'Tamil Tigers', told from the perspective of a single family. This moving, exceptional graphic novel
portrays the personal experiences of modern warfare, the processes of forced migration and the struggles of seeking asylum in
Europe. Inspired by Dix's experience of working in Sri Lanka for the United Nations during the war, Vanni draws upon over four
years of meticulous research, includes first-hand interviews, references from official reports and cross-referencing with experts in
the field. Elegantly drawn by Lindsay Pollock, and with a real sense of immediacy, Vanni takes readers through the otherwise
unimaginable struggles, horrors and life-changing decisions families and individuals are forced to make when caught in conflict.
Kass Ghayouri's novel Note From The No Fire Zone, is a memoir of a medical doctor, who worked to alleviate pain and suffering,
in the war zone in Sri Lanka. Altruism was inherent in his nature. Until one catastrophic day, he flew like a cannon ball, when he
was shelled by the military. The genocide bells tolled intermittently. Images of gratuitous pain and aggressive cannibalism jogged
through his mind. His life was in jeopardy. That was a day when he broke up with trust...
SHORTLISTED FOR THE SAMUEL JOHNSON PRIZE 2015 SHORTLISTED FOR RSL ONDAATJE PRIZE 2016 In the summer
of 2009, the leader of the dreaded Tamil Tiger guerrillas was killed, bringing to a bloody end the stubborn and complicated civil war
in Sri Lanka. For nearly thirty years, the war's fingers had reached everywhere: into the bustle of Colombo, the Buddhist
monasteries scattered across the island, the soft hills of central Sri Lanka, the curves of the eastern coast near Batticaloa and
Trincomalee, and the stark, hot north. With its genius for brutality, the war left few places, and fewer people, untouched. What
happens to the texture of life in a country that endures such bitter conflict? What happens to the country's soul? Samanth
Subramanian gives us an extraordinary account of the Sri Lankan war and the lives it changed. Taking us to the ghosts of
summers past, and to other battles from other times, he draws out the story of Sri Lanka today - an exhausted, disturbed society,
still hot from the embers of the war. Through travels and conversations, he examines how people reconcile themselves to
violence, how religion and state conspire, how the powerful become cruel, and how victory can be put to the task of reshaping
memory and burying histories. This Divided Island is a harrowing and humane investigation of a country still inflamed.
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