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For more than 40 years, rugby league has embodied all the hopes and dreams,
contradictions and tensions of life in the Sunshine State. The game speaks to
Queenslanders' sense of being the underdog and the outsider &– a powerful
undercurrent that sweeps through politics, business, the arts, and sport. The
enduring appeal of State of Origin is that it allows Queensland to balance the
scales, at least for 80 minutes.In Heartland, journalist Joe Gorman chronicles a
tale of loss and rebirth &– from the decline of the Brisbane Rugby League
competition and North Queensland's Foley Shield to the extraordinary rise of the
Broncos and the Cowboys in the NRL. Weaving together stories of diehard
supporters and game-changing players, from Arthur Beetson to Johnathan
Thurston, this is a revealing account of Queensland's coming of age, both on and
off the field.
Richie McCaw, Rugby World Cup winning captain and the New Zealand All
Black's most capped player of all time, is unquestionably the greatest player of
his generation. He is arguably the most talented player of all time. In his
bestselling autobiography, McCaw talks with brutal honesty about the roots of his
family life that defined his character and how it gave him the strength to emerge
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from the lowest moment in his career to lift the Webb Ellis Cup, and become the
most successful captain world rugby has ever seen. As he prepares to become
the first captain to successfully defend the World Cup, McCaw has set the
standard of what a professional rugby player should be. Hugely popular and
respected, his sheer presence means that he is a natural leader both on and off
the pitch and his story is not just a brutal account of life on the front line, but an
exhilarating portrait of modern rugby.
Dan Carter's last game as an All Black culminated with him declared Man of the
Match following the 2015 Rugby World Cup final at Twickenham - an
unforgettable ending to the career of the greatest fly-half of all time. But along
with the triumphs of his signature World Cup win, his performance against the
Lions in 2005, and an unprecedented run of Bledisloe Cup successes, there was
also the pain and doubt he felt during a prolonged period of injury and rehab
following the 2011 World Cup. He watched that victory from the sidelines, as he
had the All Blacks' defeats in two previous tournaments. Indeed, heading into the
2015 World Cup he had never finished the competition on his own terms. His
autobiography tells of that redemption, and gets you up close and personal with
one of the most celebrated sportsmen of our time. Threaded throughout the book
is an intimate diary of his final year as a Crusader and All Black, during which he
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worked tirelessly to make one last run at that elusive goal: a World Cup victory
achieved on the field. Dan Carter's autobiography is essential reading for all
sports fans.
Paul Gallen's career in rugby league is extraordinary. For his club, his state and
his country he's given everything he's got, and then some. He's captained his
club, The Cronulla Sharks, to their first-ever premiership, he's led the NSW Blues
to a drought-breaking series win in 2014, and he's played more than 30 tests for
his country. In every game Gallen has left nothing in the tank, giving his heart
and soul for his team and his teammates. Yet his career has also known
controversy, with Gallen's take-no-prisoners style polarising both media and fans,
and his captaincy of the Sharks making him both a figurehead and a target in the
club's darkest days during the long-running ASADA investigation. Gallen's
autobiography is a frank, open and heartfelt account of the great highs and lows
of his 19 years playing at rugby league's highest level. It's a story as powerful
and compelling as the man himself.
The explosive autobiography of one of English rugby's top stars, this is the
gripping tale of life at international rugby's sharp end - the pack, home of some of
sports hardest men. Now acknowledged by many as the world's top flanker, Back
is an automatic choice for England and Leicester but for years he was rejected as
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being too small to play for his country. With phenomenal training and the will to
win, he became the fittest player in world rugby and forced the selectors to cave
in. This is the book that no rugby fan will want to be without. Explosive!
SHORTLISTED FOR THE TELEGRAPH RUGBY BOOK OF THE YEAR The
truth about being a rugby player from the horsey's mouth. This book is not just
about how a psychiatrist called Humphrey helped me get back on my horse and
clippity-clop all the way to the World Cup semi-final in Japan. It's the story of how
a fat kid who had to live up to the nickname Psycho grew up to play and party for
over a decade with rugby's greatest pros and live weird and wonderful moments
both in and out of the scrum. That's why I'm letting you read my diary on my
weirdest days. You never know what you're going to get with me. From being
locked in a police cell to singing Adele on Jonathan Ross (I'll let you decide which
is worse), being kissed by a murderer on the number 51 bus to drug tests where
clipboard-wielding men hover inches away from my naked genitalia, melting
opponents in rucks, winning tackles, and generally losing blood, sweat and ears
in the name of the great sport of rugby. This is how (not) to be a rugby player.
Updated edition of the #1 Amazon Bestseller LONGLISTED FOR THE WILLIAM
HILL SPORTS BOOK OF THE YEAR PRIZE 2020 Sports books tend to detail
extraordinary achievements, triumphs against the odds or commemorate World
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Cup winning captains. This book does not do that. For many, playing professional
sport is the Dream Job. Few manage it, very few make it to the top and for the
rest, life is very different. This is their story. In Fringes, Ben Mercer invites you to
witness life at the outer edges of professional rugby. This is a first hand account
of what life is like as a journeyman professional athlete. You play, but to the wider
public you don't exist. You earn but you don't drive a flash car. You sometimes
pack out a stadium but sometimes, you play in a deserted park. This is the story
for the majority of sports professionals. Only the minority taste the top, only one
person gets to lift the cup or win the medal, only 15 get to play for England at any
one time. For the rest, that’s not the case. Ben Mercer is a former professional
rugby player who after becoming disillusioned and uninspired plying his trade in
the English Second Division, accepted an offer out of the blue to go to France
and do something different - help an amateur team turn professional. This is a
first hand account of what life is like in the lower reaches of professional sport where your employment status is as precarious as your health and barely anyone
will know your name. It's about how it feels to live year to year, with teammates
constantly on the move. It's about how professionalism irreversibly changes the
French club Stade Rouennais as they move up the divisions, about the tension
between progress and identity in a rugby team. It's also about how it feels to
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actually be out there on the field, how it feels to occasionally do something
extraordinary and how it feels when this is no longer enough for you to make the
sacrifices that you need to make to keep playing. There's no ghostwriting, it's an
unmitigated meditation on how it feels and what it means to play rugby for a
living, to dedicate yourself to an uncompromising but occasionally beautiful
game. If you've wanted to know what life is really like as a professional athlete,
on the Fringes, away from the glitz and glamour of the international game then
look no further.
The long-awaited autobiography from Georgetown University’s legendary coach,
whose life on and off the basketball court throws America’s unresolved struggle
with racial justice into sharp relief John Thompson was never just a basketball
coach and I Came As a Shadow is categorically not just a basketball
autobiography. After three decades at the center of race and sports in America,
the first Black head coach to win an NCAA championship is ready to make the
private public. Chockful of stories and moving beyond mere stats (and what stats!
three Final Fours, four times national coach of the year, seven Big East
championships, 97 percent graduation rate), Thompson’s book drives us through
his childhood under Jim Crow segregation to our current moment of racial
reckoning. We experience riding shotgun with Celtics icon Red Auerbach, and
Page 6/27

Read Online The Real Mccaw The Autobiography
coaching NBA Hall of Famers like Patrick Ewing and Allen Iverson. How did he
inspire the phrase “Hoya Paranoia”? You’ll see. And thawing his historically
glacial stare, Thompson brings us into his negotiation with a DC drug kingpin in
his players’ orbit in the 1980s, as well as behind the scenes on the Nike board
today. Thompson’s mother was a teacher who couldn’t teach because she was
Black. His father could not read or write, so the only way he could identify
different cements at the factory where he worked was to taste them. Their son
grew up to be a man with his own life-sized statue in a building that bears his
family’s name on a campus once kept afloat by the selling of 272 enslaved
people. This is a great American story, and John Thompson’s experience sheds
light on many of the issues roiling our nation. In these pages, he proves himself
to be the elder statesman college basketball and the country need to hear from
now. I Came As A Shadow is not a swan song, but a bullhorn blast from one of
America’s most prominent sons.
SHORTLISTED FOR RUGBY BOOK OF THE YEAR AT THE 2020 TELEGRAPH
SPORTS BOOK AWARDS. 'excellent' Donald McRae, The Guardian 'Gatland is
the master' Sir Ian McGeechan 'Gatland is a coaching star' Sir Clive Woodward
'Gats is one of the all-time great coaches' Sam Warburton Warren Gatland is one
of the world's most renowned and intriguing rugby coaches of the modern era,
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leading Wales to four Six Nations titles, three Grand Slams and two World Cup
semi-finals and masterminding two history-making tours as Head Coach of the
British and Irish Lions. As he leaves his post as Head Coach of Wales at the end
of the 2019 Rugby World Cup, Gatland's definitive autobiography provides a
colourful and vivid chronicle of an extraordinary three decades at rugby's
dynamic coal-face. The personal journey has been rewarding and challenging in
equal measure, spanning many of the sport's most passionate heartlands such
as New Zealand, Ireland, England and, of course, Wales. Gatland reflects in
characteristically forthright and intelligent fashion on a lifetime spent playing and
coaching the sport which has been his passion since as a young boy he first
picked up an oval ball on New Zealand's North Island, dreaming of joining the
ranks of the mighty All Blacks. Along the way we encounter the greatest
matches, players and rivalries the sport has to offer, get introduced to a stunning
cast of unforgettable characters who grace the story with their humour and
humanity, and emerge with a striking appreciation of what makes this outstanding
rugby man tick.
The secret to winning is not what you think it is. It’s not the coach. It’s not the
star. It’s not money. It’s not a strategy. It’s something else entirely. The
founding editor of The Wall Street Journal’s sports section profiles the greatest
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teams in history and identifies the counterintuitive leadership qualities of the
unconventional men and women who drove them to succeed. Fuelled by a
lifetime of sports spectating, twenty years of reporting, and a decade of
painstaking research, The Captain Class is not just a book on sports; it is the key
to how successful teams are built and how transformative leadership is born.
Several years ago, Sam Walker set out to answer the most hotly debated sports
question: what are the greatest teams of all time? He devised a formula, applied
it to thousands of teams and listed the 16 most dominant teams ever across all
sports, from the English Premiere League to the NFL. But what did these freak
teams have in common? As Walker dug deeper, a pattern emerged: all teams
were driven by a singular type of leader, a captain, but not one you might expect.
They were unorthodox outliers – awkward and disagreeable, marginally skilled,
poor communicators, rule breaking and rather than pursuing fame, hid in the
shadows. Captains, in short, who challenge your assumption of what inspired
leadership looks like. Covering world renowned teams like Barcelona, Brazil, the
All Blacks and the New York Yankees to lesser known successes of Soviet ice
hockey or French handball, The Captain Class unveils the seven key qualities
that make an exceptional leader. Drawing on original interviews with athletes,
coaches and managers from two dozen countries, Walker questions if great
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captains are made or born, why teams pick the wrong captain and how the value
of the captain can be revived.
When the going gets tough, the tough start changing. Difficult times call for
different solutions. In his global bestseller, Legacy, James Kerr goes deep into
the heart of the world's most successful team, the New Zealand All Blacks, to
help understand what it takes to bounce back from adversity and still reach the
top. It is a book about leading a team or an organisation - but, more importantly,
about leading a life. The kind of life that you want to lead. In today's volatile,
uncertain, complex and ambiguous environment, personal leadership has never
been more relevant and Legacy goes to the heart of how great leaders - and we
are all leaders - 'reboot' and reframe their future. It is a truly life-defining read that
addresses the big questions - values, vision, mindset and purpose - that, when
answered, build the foundation for resilience, excellence and sustained success.
This book will change your life. Champions do extra. They sweep the sheds,
follow the spearhead, and keep a blue head. They are good ancestors and plant
trees they'll never see.
Historical Dictionary of Sherlock Holmes contains a variety of information about
Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories, as both narratives and also
cultural phenomena. The volume will help readers look deeper into those stories
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and the meanings of the various reference points within them, as well as
achieving a deeper understanding of the range of contexts of Holmes, Conan
Doyle, and detective fiction as a genre. This book examines the broad global
Sherlock Holmes phenomenon related to the ways in which the stories have
been adapted into a range of other media, as well as the cultural status of
Holmes all over the world. Historical Dictionary of Sherlock Holmes contains a
chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary
section has over 1,000 cross-referenced entries that contain detailed
examinations of the themes and features of the 60 stories that make up the
Sherlock Holmes canon. This book is an excellent resource for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Arthur Conan Doyle’s
Sherlock Holmes stories.
The bestselling autobiography of the greatest rugby player of our time: Brian
O'Driscoll. Since 1999, when he made his international debut, there has been no
greater player in world rugby than Brian O'Driscoll. In 2010 Rugby World
magazine named him its world player of the decade - and since then the legend
has only grown. Now, at the end of his amazing career - which culminated in fairytale fashion with Ireland's victory in the 2014 Six Nations championship - he tells
his own story. Honest, gritty and thoughtful, Brian O'Driscoll's Autobiography is
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not just an essential sports book. It is an essential book about family, friends,
hard work, courage and imagination. 'Honest, charming and revealing - a
thoroughly good read' Rugby World 'A thoroughly enjoyable read ... After reading
The Test I warmed even more to O'Driscoll as a player and a man. He stood for a
new ethos in Irish sport that refused to accept mediocrity or glorious failure'
Fergal Keane, Irish Times 'O'Driscoll's honesty ... takes the reader to a place they
simply have not been before' Vincent Hogan, Irish Independent 'A must-read
insight into the life and mind of Ireland's greatest rugby player' Irish Mail on
Sunday 'There are fascinating insights into the lengths he was willing to go to
perform at the highest level' Sunday Business Post
Sean Fitzpatrick played for the best rugby team on the planet, the All Blacks. His
aggressive, uncompromising approach made him one of the greatest players
ever. Ruthless, devious and compelling to watch, he was a one-man wrecking
machine. He was also an inspirational leader. Between 1986 and 1997, he
played 128 matches for the All Blacks, 92 of those test matches, and a record 51
as captain. In his long and illustrious international rugby career, Fitzpatrick set
the benchmark for excellence. Winning Matters is a fascinating insight into the
mind of a legend. In a candid, conversational tone, Fitzpatrick reflects on the key
moments and meetings of his life, identifying everyday values, beliefs and
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principles that have driven him, both on and off the pitch. Part autobiography,
part self-help, part business how-to, Winning Matters offers the reader an
understanding of what makes Fitzpatrick tick - his strategies for success in all
aspects of life, and how we can all learn from them. It is an easy but inspirational
guide to being the best we can be. Also available as an eBook
In this updated edition of his bestselling autobiography, the ex-captain of South
Africa and current coach of Saracens, looks back on an eventful career in rugby
union and offers his compelling views on the future of the game post-World Cup
1999.
SHORTLISTED FOR INTERNATIONAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THE YEAR AT
THE 2020 TELEGRAPH SPORTS BOOK AWARDS. As Kieran Read calls time
on his distinguished New Zealand career at the end of the Rugby World Cup, this
is the open and honest life story of one of rugby's greatest players, a legendary
All Black and a two-time World Cup winner. Kieran Read first played for the All
Blacks as a 23-year-old in 2008 and since then has amassed more than a
century of Test appearances in the famous jersey. Now, after a stellar provincial,
club and international career - including back-to-back World Cup victories - the
New Zealand captain writes openly and honestly about his time in the game.
Read takes to these pages with his trademark determination, lifting the lid on the
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unique pressures of succeeding as captain the most celebrated All Black of all
time (Richie McCaw). He outlines the decisions that molded his career and
uncovers the skills of the coaches who shaped him, while offering readers an
inside account of how the world's greatest team functions and thrives. Read
unpacks the emotional toll of injury and the ignominy of defeat, neatly illustrating
the intense experience of representing a rugby-obsessed nation while delivering
a masterclass in how to manage the many demands on the mind and on the
body. Forthright and frank, Read's well-respected views on the game and its
future are a must-read for rugby fans, and his take on the myriad personalities
and the peccadilloes of his team-mates, coaches and opponents will be sure to
surprise and delight. From the playing fields of Papakura to the summit of the
sport, Read has faced every challenge head on. His life story if no exception.
One of the most successful and well-known New Zealand plays is also compelling
reading on the page. The power, humour and irony of the language all serve to illustrate
a penetrating analysis of New Zealand society, as seen through the lens of sport.
Winner of the Daily Telegraph Rugby Book of the Year 2020 The Sunday Times
bestselling rugby book of the year 2020 Brilliant, honest, combative – Eddie Jones is a
true legend of world rugby and remains an enigmatic figure in the game. In My Life and
Rugby he tells his story for the first time, including the full inside account of England’s
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2019 World Cup campaign. He describes his experience growing up in a tough workingclass area of Sydney, where he first played rugby, and how he learnt from the extreme
highs and lows of his own playing career – the numerous successes but also the painful
disappointment of never playing for Australia. He tells how he then embarked on a
coaching career that has seen him become one of the most experienced and decorated
coaches in Rugby Union, spanning four World Cups and three finals. His successes
have included masterminding England’s spectacular victory over New Zealand in the
2019 World Cup and engineering the sport’s most stunning upset when Japan beat
South Africa in 2015. My Life and Rugby is the story of one of the most compelling and
singular figures in rugby. Told with unflinching honesty, this is the ultimate book for all
fans of the sport. Written with Donald McRae, twice winner of the William Hill Sports
Book of the Year award and three-time Sports Feature Writer of the Year, My Life and
Rugby is the story of one of the most compelling and singular figures in rugby. Told with
unflinching honesty, this is the ultimate rugby book for all fans of the sport. A Best Book
of the Year – Daily Mail, Sunday Times, The Times
A sumptuous celebration of the world record test career of Daniel William Carter.
Carter's record points tally of 1598 may never be surpassed, and his points per match
average of 14.27 is also the highest of all players who scored more than 500 points. In
a photographic tribute, each test gets a double spread plus Dan's thoughts on the
game.
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The Hundred Years' War is the story of the intense competition between the All Blacks
and the Springboks over the past 100 years, the games they've played and the battles
that have raged from parliaments to the streets. It's an examination of two cultures
brought together by rugby, torn apart by racism, then brought back together to forge a
new era of rivalry. There are heroes and villains on both sides, on and off the field. For
every tale of battling the Boks on the highveld or in the mud of a New Zealand winter,
there's one of political intrigue, injustice or cowardice. The events off the field have
dramatically shaped those on it, as both the nations and the teams have undergone
huge changes. The test matches played between the two sides defined both the
Springboks and All Blacks. They have a saying in South Africa: 'You're not a real
Springbok until you've played the All Blacks' - perhaps the greatest sign of respect an
opposition side has ever paid the most successful team in the world. This is a history of
the most brutal and relentless rugby ever played, and the century of bitter struggles that
have come with it.
Jonny Wilkinson's career has crossed three decades and four World Cups. He has
accumulated phenomenal achievements, world points records, an impressive list of
broken body parts, and a drop goal that will be remembered for ever. But the peculiar
calmness with which he played the game masked a very different reality. In JONNY, he
reveals the extraordinary psychology that he had to tame in order to be able to
dominate his sport. For most of his life, he was driven by a quest for perfection and an
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obsession to be the best player in the world; here he shows how these two facets of his
competitive mind took such a hold of him that they sent him to the top of the world, then
swept him up and dragged him down into a spiral of despair. Jonny's career has
spanned the far reaches: amazing highs and iconic moments, then a fight against injury
that culminated in a battle with depression. Here he tells of the physical toll he knew his
body was taking from rugby, even from his youth; he tells of how he never wanted to be
a kicking fly-half but learned to adapt his natural game to play the style that Clive
Woodward believed necessary to win a World Cup, and how he nearly walked out on
Martin Johnson's England team 13 years later.
'Rugby is great for the soul,' he writes, 'but terrible for the body.' Rugby hurts. It
demands mental resilience and resistance to pain. It explores character, beyond a
capacity to endure punishment. Dylan Hartley, one of England's most successful
captains, tells a story of hard men and harsh truths. From the sixteen-year-old Kiwi who
travelled alone to England, to the winner of ninety-seven international caps, he
describes with brutal clarity the sport's increasing demand on players and the toll it
takes on their mental health, as well as the untimely injury that shattered his dreams of
leading England in the 2019 World Cup. The Hurt is rugby in the raw, a unique insight
into the price of sporting obsession. 'Few have had more twists and turns in a pro rugby
career' Robert Kitson, Guardian 'Anyone who cares about the game, in which he won
97 caps for England and played 250 times for Northampton, should read Hartley's book'
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Don McRae, Guardian
For over a century the Springbok rugby captain has represented many things to many
South Africans. He has united, and he has divided. He has thrilled, he has
disappointed. He has inspired, he has disheartened. He has triumphed, he has failed.
But he has always had an impact. In this revealing narrative, Edward Griffiths and
Stephen Nell depict the men who have been able to call themselves Springbok Captain'
through their backgrounds, triumphs and disappointments. This book offers an epic
historical perspective on this remarkable country, viewed through the prism of rugby.
Compelling and emtoinal, this revised and updated third edition brings the story of the
Springbok captains right up-to-date. Relive the heyday of rugby legends Bennie Osler,
Danie Craven, Hennie Muller, Johan Claassen, Naas Botha, Francois Pienaar, Gary
Teichmann, Joost van der Westhuizen, Andre Vos and others. Now fully updated with
the accounts of Bobby Skinstad, Victor Matfield and Jean de Villiers, The Springbok
Captains is the epic story that lies at the heart of South African rugby.
Richie McCaw is the New Zealand All Blacks’ most capped player of all time, and
arguably the most well-known rugby player in the world. During the 2011 World Cup he
reached 100 caps and has played over 60 Tests as Captain. When the All Blacks beat
France in Final, he crowned a ten year career that started with a man-of-the-match
performance against Ireland in 2001. Unquestionably the greatest player of his
generation, he is one of the most talented rugby players of all time. In his
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autobiography, McCaw recounts for the first time, with brutal honesty, the roots of his
family life that defined his character – learning to play the game on the family farm in
South New Zealand and being inspired to fly gliders by his war-hero grandfather – and
how it gave him the strength to emerge from the lowest moment in his career to
become the most successful Captain world rugby has ever seen. Unafraid of playing
the game right at the edge and putting his body on the line for his teammates, McCaw
has set the standard of what a professional rugby player should be. Hugely popular and
respected, his sheer presence means that he is a natural leader of men both on and off
the pitch and his story is not just a brutal account of life on the front line, but an
exhilarating portrait of modern rugby.
In his own words, this is Guy Martin's full story - from the boy who learned to prep bikes with
his dad, to the spirited team mechanic, paying his way by collecting glasses, to the young racer
at the start of his first race and the buzz he's been chasing ever since.
The phenomenal International Number One Bestseller With exclusive interviews with Richie
McCaw, Steve Hansen, Beauden Barrett and Dan Carter, The Jersey is the first definitive story
behind the greatest sports team on the planet. 'Extremely well written. Compelling, accurate,
insightful and brilliant in the way it captures the New Zealand way. - John Hart, former All
Blacks coach. With a better winning record than any other sports team in history, they stand
head and shoulders above their nearest rugby rivals, and go to the 2019 World Cup as back-toback World Champions. How did a country of just 4.8 million people conquer the world? Peter
Bills, who has reported on international rugby for more than 40 years, was given exclusive
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access to all the key figures in New Zealand rugby as he set out to understand the secrets
behind the All Blacks success. From Steve Hansen to Beauden Barrett, Richie McCaw to the
late Sir Colin Meads, Peter Bills talked at length with over 90 people, both in New Zealand and
around the world, with intimate knowledge of what makes the All Blacks tick. This is a story of
the first settlers, and the 'Originals' who forged the All Blacks legacy, right through to modern
times. It draws heavily on the contributions made by all New Zealanders: players, coaches,
officials, supporters and those who have worn the most recognized jersey in the world.
Intrinsically, The Jersey goes to the heart of the All Blacks success. It is also an epic story of
not just a rugby team but a nation, whose identities are inextricably linked. Additionally, it
debates a question, terrifying for any of their opponents. Could the All Blacks get even better?
The Real McCawThe AutobiographyAurum Press Limited
Updated edition featuring a brand new afterword ‘A terrific book. No one put their body on the
line quite like Sam Warburton.’ Brian O’Driscoll ‘It was an absolute privilege to play against
Sam. An inspiring leader with an equally inspiring story to tell.’ Jonny Wilkinson
THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER ‘Hilarious, and straight talking but also articulate and
insightful – I am just hugely fond of this guy’ –Eddie Jones ‘James Haskell: what a flanker,
what a book’ –Rugby World
"There is properly no history, only biography," Emerson remarked, and in this ingenious book
Thomas McGraw unfolds the history of four powerful men: Charles Francis Adams, Louis D.
Brandeis, James M. Landis, and Alfred E. Kahn. The absorbing stories he tells make this a
book that will appeal across a wide spectrum of academic disciplines and to all readers
interested in history, biography, and Americana.
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This brilliant selection of photographs and stories describes what it means to stare down the
most famous ritual in sport, from the perspective of those who have been there. Facing the
Haka examines the significance that the All Blacks' haka has in the wider rugby world, as well
as the deep respect opponents have for the team. This is about standing in front of the haka,
meeting the All Blacks on those key occasions, and reliving the stories of the games that
followed. Facing the Haka covers many crucial moments in rugby history with great storytelling,
fresh insights and all the information a fan could ask for.
Davy Fitzgerald is one of hurling’s defining personalities. A two-time All-Ireland winner as a
player and once as a manager, he has spent the past decade consolidating a reputation as
one of the most innovative and dynamic coaches in the game, first with Waterford, then with
his native Clare and, most recently, with Wexford. For Davy, however, exacting in his
standards and possessed of an unshakeable will to succeed, victory has always come at a
cost. His playing and managerial honours, though formidable, are matched by a roll call of
public controversies and private challenges every bit as lengthy and varied. In this, a raw and
forthright account of his time in management, Fitzgerald returns to the moments that have
defined his career to date – the tactics and gambles, the breakthroughs and regrets, the
friendships and fallings out – all the while measuring his judgement and the toll his singleminded pursuit of excellence has taken on his health and those closest to him. Packed with
insights and anecdotes from his time on the sidelines, At All Costs is a riveting account of a
career spent walking the fine line that separates commitment from obsession, and a must read
for anyone who has ever wondered what it takes to compete – and succeed – at the highest
level.
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The leaping Springbok on the green jersey of South Africa is one of the most iconic
emblems in world rugby. At the same time, no symbol in world sport has ever done so
much to divide - and then unite - a nation. Respected by opponents and supported
passionately by South Africans, the Springboks have been a powerhouse rugby nation
for over a century, yet the emblem that now sits alongside the Protea on the chests of
the players was once a symbol of violent oppression in apartheid South Africa, the
epitome of the white man's dominance over people of colour in the Republic. Told in the
words of Springboks past and present, My Blood is Green explores what it means to
play for South Africa - from schoolboy dreams to the sacrifices required to make it to
the very top - as well as the myriad difficulties the players have faced over the years,
from the horrors of apartheid through to the emerging rainbow nation in the 1990s and
the multi-cultural team of today.
Once hailed as the 'Bradman of Rugby', David Campese thrilled spectators both in
Australia and overseas with his footloose, crazy-brave style of free running. This book
tells the story of his rise from humble beginnings to the very top of a global sport. Once
hailed as the 'Bradman of Rugby', David Campese thrilled spectators both in Australia
and overseas with his footloose, crazy-brave style of free running. This book tells the
story of his rise from humble beginnings to the very top of a global sport. As a rugby
player, David Campese seemed to operate on pure instinct, one that left many a
defender clutching for him in vain, stranded in the slipstream of his audacity. He
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followed no straight path, observed no convention, and in so doing brought a whole
swag of new supporters to the game. Hailed as the 'Bradman of Rugby' by former
Wallaby coach Alan Jones, and the 'Pele' of Rugby by others, Campese was a matchwinner. True, he could lose the odd game as well, but this was part of his unique allureCampese took crowds to the edge of their seats ... and their patience. The refrain 'I saw
Campese play' now speaks to much more than wistful reminiscences about a player
widely regarded as the most entertaining ever to play the game of Rugby Union. It has
come to represent a state of chronic disbelief that the Wallaby ascendancy of
Campese's era - the style, panache, and winning ways of the Australian team in the
1980s and 1990s - has now been squandered by Rugby's continuing struggle to
adapting to the coming of professionalism. Campese occupies a unique intersection in
the sport's history- one of its last amateurs, and one of its first professionals. The rigid,
robotic game of today appears incapable of accommodating a player of his dash and
daring, or of replicating his teams' successes.
Dan Carter's last game as an All Black culminated with him declared Man of the Match
following the 2015 Rugby World Cup final at Twickenham - an unforgettable ending to
the career of the greatest fly-half of all time. But along with the triumphs of his signature
World Cup win, his performance against the Lions in 2005, and an unprecedented run
of Bledisloe Cup successes, there was also the pain and doubt he felt during a
prolonged period of injury and rehab following the 2011 World Cup. He watched that
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victory from the sidelines, as he had the All Blacks' defeats in two previous
tournaments. Indeed, heading into the 2015 World Cup he had never finished the
competition on his own terms. His autobiography tells of that redemption, and gets you
up close and personal with one of the most celebrated sportsmen of our time. Threaded
throughout the book is an intimate diary of his final year as a Crusader and All Black,
during which he worked tirelessly to make one last run at that elusive goal: a World Cup
victory achieved on the field.
What does it take to become one of the most successful coaches in the world? Eddie
Jones is one of the most successful sports coaches of all time. From coaching three
different nations to Rugby World Cup Finals and with a winning record with England of
nearly 80%, Eddie Jones knows what it takes to lead and manage high performance
teams. What can sport teach us about leadership? For the first time, Eddie Jones
shows just what it takes to be a leader in a high performance and high pressure
environment and how these lessons can be applied to every walk of life, from coaching
the U9 rugby team to leading a multinational organization to simply doing your job
better. Have a voracious ambition to improve every day As he explains the High
Performance Cycle of Success at the heart of his philosophy, Eddie Jones reveals the
lessons he has learnt from Sir Alex Ferguson, Arsene Wenger, Pep Guardiola as well
as from the founder of Uniqlo and Ron Adams from the NBA. He also gives a detailed
analysis of his own performance as a coach as well as how he gets the best out of the
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players and coaches around him and what he saw in Tom Curry that no one else saw,
which makes him think that he could be the next Richie McCaw. Always start with the
end in mind Drawing on stories of nearly thirty years of coaching, including the 2003,
2007, 2015 and 2019 World Rugby campaigns, the full story of England's 2021 Six
Nations campaign as well as why it takes humour, humility and relentless curiosity to
lead an eclectic mix of superstars from Maro Itoje to James Haskell, George Smith to
Kyle Sinckler, to create teams that are relentlessly hungry to win, Leadership is the
ultimate rugby book about what it takes to be the best. Written with Donald McRae, twotime winner of the William Hill Sports Book of the Year Award, Leadership is the book
for anyone who wants to learn how to build and lead a team to success.
A player like Richie McCaw comes along once in a lifetime... The Open Side will define
that player. Rarely has a New Zealand biography been so eagerly anticipated. Superbly
crafted, brilliantly insightful, and set to inspire people for generations to come. From the
time his father told him as a child that ‘he would enjoy his rugby more if he got fitter’,
Richard Hugh McCaw never looked back. Captain of the All Blacks since 2006, he is
the face of rugby in New Zealand and one of our best-known and most admired figures.
He has been named International Player of the Year three times and is considered the
greatest player of his generation, and quite possibly the finest loose forward of all time.
But what do we know of Richie the person and what drives him? In The Open Side, he
reveals his passions and motivations, on and off the field. Teamed with Greg McGee,
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one of our great contemporary writers — and a man who himself is no stranger to rugby
culture — the two have produced an outstanding book. The Open Side delves into the
inner McCaw, the defining events and people in his life, as well as providing insight into
the modern game and its professional players and coaches — including frank comment
on the Deans–Henry debate. Richie’s leadership has had a huge impact on the team,
and The Open Side traces his rise from fresh-faced Under 19 squad member in 1999 to
hardened 100-cap veteran in 2011. As a participant in three Rugby World Cups, Richie
describes the agony of defeat in 2007, and the four years of ‘living in a tunnel’ before
clawing his way to ‘the light’ of a dramatic victory with the All Blacks in the 2011 final.
The first full-length, authoritative, and detailed story of the iconic actor's life to go
beyond the Hollywood scandal-sheet reporting of earlier books, this account offers an
appreciation for the man and his acting career and the classic films he starred in,
painting a portrait of an individual who took great risks in his acting and career.
Although Lee Marvin is best known for his icy tough guy roles—such as his chilling titular
villain in The ManWho Shot Liberty Valance or the paternal yet brutally realistic platoon
leader in The Big Red One—very little is known of his personal life; his family
background; his experiences in WWII; his relationship with his father, family, friends,
wives; and his ongoing battles with alcoholism, rage, and depression, occasioned by
his postwar PTSD. Now, after years of researching and compiling interviews with family
members, friends, and colleagues; rare photographs; and illustrative material,
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Hollywood writer Dwayne Epstein provides a full understanding and appreciation of this
acting titan's place in the Hollywood pantheon in spite of his very real and human
struggles.
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