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The Evolution Of Political Society
Written by leading scholars in the field, this comprehensive and readable resource gives anthropology students a unique guide to
the ideas, arguments and history of the discipline. The fully revised and expanded second edition reflects major changes in
anthropology in the past decade.
This 1969 work gathers together essays on Third World development by nine social scientists with diverse academic interests.
These contributions are united by a relative uncertainty in relation to development, derived from the contemporary critical
reappraisal of the area, together with a need to create fresh methodologies for the advancement of their respective fields.
This ambitious and wide-ranging study of the European Middle Ages respects the complexity and richness of its subject; always
accessible, it is never merely superficial or over-simplistic. Stressing the long-term factors of continuity, evolution and change
throughout, David Nicholas discusses the social and economic aspects of medieval civilization, and examines their links with
political, institutional and cultural development. Designed for students and non-specialists, his book triumphantly meets the need
for a comprehensive survey of the medieval world within the covers of a single authoritative volume.
This book reviews the political development of Hong Kong before and after 1997, in particular the evolution of state-society
relations in the last two decades, to analyze the slow development of democracy and governance in Hong Kong after 1997. This
book is a most comprehensive analysis of the multi-faceted changes in Hong Kong in the last 20 years. The scope of changes
analyzed included state functions and institutions, political changes such as party development and development of the Legislative
Council, and social changes such as social movements, civil liberties, etc. It helps the reader understand the crisis of governance
of Hong Kong after 1997, and the difficulty of democratic development in Hong Kong over the years. The book covers: changing
state institutions in Hong Kong in the last few decades; party development in Hong Kong; the changing role and function of the
legislature in Hong Kong; the evolution of social movement and movement organizational forms; media freedom, civil liberties, and
the role of civil society; and theoretical discussions concerning governance problems and state-society relations in Hong Kong.
Special emphasis is placed on how these changes brought about a new state-society relation, which in turn brought governance
difficulties after 1997.
This radical account of the evolution of political, social, and economic institutions weaves together strands of anthropology,
sociology, political science, history, and economics. In a highly readable text, Howard Sherman explains the interconnections of
ideas and economic forces, and traces the evolution of social and economic institutions from primitive times to the present.
Sherman focuses on the myth of "inevitable progress" in technology, and argues that it progresses only when social and economic
institutions and dominant ideas encourage it to improve. He shows that throughout history technology, as a part of the economic
forces, ebbs and flows to create or undermine existing economic institutions.
This 2003 book assesses the consequences of new information technologies for American democracy in a way that is theoretical
and also historically grounded. The author argues that new technologies have produced the fourth in a series of 'information
revolutions' in the US, stretching back to the founding. Each of these, he argues, led to important structural changes in politics.
After re-interpreting historical American political development from the perspective of evolving characteristics of information and
political communications, the author evaluates effects of the Internet and related new media. The analysis shows that the use of
new technologies is contributing to 'post-bureaucratic' political organization and fundamental changes in the structure of political
interests. The author's conclusions tie together scholarship on parties, interest groups, bureaucracy, collective action, and political
behavior with new theory and evidence about politics in the information age.
The essays in this volume represent a dialogue between theory and data. The theory is drawn from a branch of contemporary
political economy which can also be labeled the collective-choice school. The data are drawn from Africa. The book extends the
methods of reasoning developed in collective choice from their original base-the advanced industrial democracies-to new territory;
the literature on rural Africa. Such as extension challenges the power of this form of political economy. It also enriches it, for the
central questions which motivate the contemporary study of political economy are often addressed with unique clarity in the
scholarship on rural Africa.
Presents and tests a theory that helps explain the rise of environmentalist parties, gender equality, and same sex marriage - and
the reaction that led to Brexit and the election of Trump.
In this important contribution to the comparative study of legal systems the author examines a sample of some sixty pre-industrial
societies from around the world in an attempt to explain why their legal institutions vary.
2003 Choice Outstanding Academic Title? Darwinian Politics is the first book to examine political behavior from a modern
evolutionary perspective. Here, Paul H. Rubin discusses group or social behavior, including ethnic and racial conflict; altruism and
cooperation; envy; political power; and the role of religion in politics 3/4 issues that have formed the hallmark of human social
behavior. Adopting a Darwinian perspective, Rubin demonstrates why certain political-moral philosophies succeed or fail in
modern Western culture. He begins by showing relationships between biology and natural selection and the history of political
philosophy and explains why desirable policies must treat each person as an individual. He considers the notion of group identity
and conflict, observing a human propensity to form in-groups, a behavior that does not necessitate but often leads to deviancies
such as racism. In discussing altruism, Rubin shows that people are willing to aid the poor if they are convinced that the recipients
are not shirkers or free loaders. This explains why recent welfare reforms are widely viewed as successful. Envy, a trait that is
often counterproductive in today's world, is also addressed. In comparing major moral philosophical systems, Rubin contends that
utilitarianism is broadly consistent with our evolved preferences. He illustrates evolutionary premises for religious belief and for
desires to regulate the behavior of others, and how in today's world such regulation may not serve any useful purpose. Ultimately,
Rubin argues that humans naturally seek political freedom, and modern Western society provides more freedom than any previous
one. In light of his analysis, the author extrapolates that, while there are still areas for improvements, humans have done a
remarkably good job of satisfying their evolved political preferences.
Some thirty years ago Jürgen Habermas introduced the idea of analyzing contemporary society from a historical and practical
standpoint while remaining faithful to the canons of empirical science. Although the general features of this idea are still evident in
his mature views, his original conception of critical social theory has undergone considerable development. The five essays
translated in this volume provide an overview of the research program that has finally emerged.
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This book reviews the political development of Hong Kong before and after 1997, in particular the evolution of state-society
relations in the last two decades, to analyze the slow development of democracy and governance crisis of Hong Kong after 1997.
The papers collected in this volume present important information on the history and culture of contemporary gathering and
hunting peoples from Canada, India, Africa, Australia and the Philippines. The volume focuses on two themes: first, on the
techniques which band-living foraging peoples employ to organise their social and economic lives; and second, on their fight for
the right to their own lands and for a measure of cultural and political autonomy. The contributors maintain that gatherer-hunters
are not examples of a disappearing way of life, but peoples who have maintained their social and economic practices through long
periods of contact with stratified societies. The aim of this volume it to make known to as wide an audience as possible the daily
lives, the patterns of relations between the sexes and the political orientations of the world's contemporary foragers.
What is interesting about race as a concept is that it seems to be and is used as one of the most precise of categories. However, a
few moments careful scrutiny reveals race to be precisely the opposite, loosely used to indicate ethnic origin, class, religion,
nationality, even caste. Race might be described as both politics disguised as biology, as well as a biological investigation which in
most cases has a political goal. It is this simultaneity of reference which gives race its slippery quality. This investigation ranges
over crucial concepts and practices such as racism, slavery and the slave trade, anthropology, intelligence testing and I.Q., antisemitism, fascism and the Nazis, colonialism, and the nation-state, to hold up to rational scrutiny one of the most problematic but
unquestioned terms in current usage today. Dr Somnath Zutshi, a psychoanalyst by training, studies and writes on cinema.
In August 2009, the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) won a crushing victory over the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), thus bringing to an end
over fifty years of one-party dominance. Around the world, the victory of the DPJ was seen as a radical break with Japan's past. However,
this dramatic political shift was not as sudden as it appeared, but rather the culmination of a series of changes first set in motion in the early
1990s. The Evolution of Japan's Party System analyses the transition by examining both party politics and public policy. Arguing that these
political changes were evolutionary rather than revolutionary, the essays in this volume discuss how older parties such as the LDP and the
Japan Socialist Party failed to adapt to the new policy environment of the 1990s. Taken as a whole, The Evolution of Japan's Party System
provides a unique look at party politics in Japan, bringing them into a comparative conversation that usually focuses on Europe and North
America.
The Fable of the beesand theTreatise of human naturewere written to define and dissect the essential components of a ‘civil society’. How
have early readings of theFableskewed our understanding of the work and its author? To what extent did Mandeville’s celebrated work
influence that of Hume? In this pioneering book, Mikko Tolonen extends current research at the intersection of philosophy and book history by
analysing the two parts of theFablein relation to the development of theTreatise.Focussing on the key themes of selfishness, pride, justice
and politeness, Tolonen traces the evolution of Mandeville’s thinking on human nature and the origins of political society to explore the
relationship between hisFableand Hume’sTreatise. Through a close examination of the publishing history of theFableand F. B. Kaye’s
seminal edition, Tolonen uncovers hitherto overlooked differences between Parts I and II to open up new approaches in Mandeville
scholarship. As the question of social responsibility dominates the political agenda, the legacy of these key Enlightenment philosophers is as
pertinent today as it was to our predecessors.
Are humans by nature hierarchical or egalitarian? Hierarchy in the Forest addresses this question by examining the evolutionary origins of
social and political behavior. Christopher Boehm, an anthropologist whose fieldwork has focused on the political arrangements of human and
nonhuman primate groups, postulates that egalitarianism is in effect a hierarchy in which the weak combine forces to dominate the strong.
The political flexibility of our species is formidable: we can be quite egalitarian, we can be quite despotic. Hierarchy in the Forest traces the
roots of these contradictory traits in chimpanzee, bonobo, gorilla, and early human societies. Boehm looks at the loose group structures of
hunter-gatherers, then at tribal segmentation, and finally at present-day governments to see how these conflicting tendencies are reflected.
Hierarchy in the Forest claims new territory for biological anthropology and evolutionary biology by extending the domain of these sciences
into a crucial aspect of human political and social behavior. This book will be a key document in the study of the evolutionary basis of genuine
altruism. Table of Contents: The Question of Egalitarian Society Hierarchy and Equality Putting Down Aggressors Equality and Its Causes A
Wider View of Egalitarianism The Hominoid Political Spectrum Ancestral Politics The Evolution of Egalitarian Society Paleolithic Politics and
Natural Selection Ambivalence and Compromise in Human Nature References Index Reviews of this book: This well-written book, geared
toward an audience with background in the behavioral and evolutionary sciences but accessible to a broad readership, raises two general
questions: 'What is an egalitarian society?' and 'How have these societies evolved?'...[Christopher Boehm] takes the reader on a journey from
the Arctic to the Americas, from Australia to Africa, in search of hunter-gatherer and tribal societies that emanate the egalitarian ethos--one
that promotes generosity, altruism and sharing but forbids upstartism, aggression and egoism. Throughout this journey, Boehm tantalizes the
reader with vivid anthropological accounts of ridicule, criticism, ostracism and even execution--prevalent tactics used by subordinates in
egalitarian societies to level the social playing field...Hierarchy in the Forest is an interesting and thought-provoking book that is surely an
important contribution to perspectives on human sociality and politics. --Ryan Earley, American Scientist Reviews of this book: Combing an
exhaustive ethnographic survey of human societies from groups of hunter-gatherers to contemporary residents of the Balkans with a detailed
analysis of the behavioral attributes of non-human primates (chimpanzees, gorillas, bonobos), Boehm focuses on whether humans are
hierarchical or egalitarian by nature...[Boehm's hypotheses] are invariably intriguing and well documented...He raises topics of wide interest
and his book should get attention. --Publishers Weekly Boehm has been the first to look at egalitarianism with a cold, unromantic eye. He
sees it as a victory over hierarchical tendencies, which are equally marked in our species. I would predict that his insightful examination will
reverberate within anthropology and the social sciences as well as among biologists interested in the evolution of social systems. --Frans de
Waal, Emory University Hierarchy in the Forest is an original and stimulating contribution to thinking about the origins of egalitarianism. I
personally find Boehm's ideas convincing, but whether one agrees with him or not, he has formulated his hypotheses in such a way that this
book is likely to set the terms of the discussion for the forseeable future. --Barbara Smuts, University of Michigan The most unique and
interesting feature of this clear, well written book is the way Boehm links the study of nonhuman primates (particularly chimpanzees) to
traditional concepts of political anthropology. As a political scientist, I was intrigued by Boehm's suggestion that democracy, both ancient and
modern, could be understood as the expression of the same natural dispositions that support the egalitarianism of nomadic bands and
sedentary tribes. I expect that many scholars in biology, anthropology, and the social sciences would learn from this stimulating book. Even
those who disagree with Boehm's arguments are likely to be provoked in instructive ways. --Larry Arnhart, Northern Illinois University Chris
Boehm boldly and cogently attacks a whole orthodoxy in anthropology which sees hunter-gatherer 'egalitarianism' as somehow the basic
form of human society. No praise can be too high for Boehm's brilliant and courageous book. --Robin Fox, Rutgers University
This collection of essays contextualizes the history and current state of the social science method in the study of the Hebrew Bible. Part 1
traces the rise of social science criticism by reprinting classic essays on the topic; Part 2 provides "case studies," examples of application of
the methods to biblical studies.
This book draws together essays on modern British history, empire, liberalism and conservatism in honour of Trevor O. Lloyd, Emeritus
Professor of Modern British history at the University of Toronto for some thirty years beginning in the 1960s. With Lloyd best known for his
Page 2/3

Online Library The Evolution Of Political Society
two histories of the Empire and of domestic Britain, published in the Short Oxford History of the Modern World series, as well as his
pioneering psephological study of the 1880 General Election, the essays include analyses of Anglo-Irish relations, Florence Nightingale,
Canada, muckrackers, the Primrose League and prisoners of war during World War II.
Nations are not trapped by their pasts, but events that happened hundreds or even thousands of years ago continue to exert huge influence
on present-day politics. If we are to understand the politics that we now take for granted, we need to understand its origins. Francis
Fukuyama examines the paths that different societies have taken to reach their current forms of political order. This book starts with the very
beginning of mankind and comes right up to the eve of the French and American revolutions, spanning such diverse disciplines as
economics, anthropology and geography. The Origins of Political Order is a magisterial study on the emergence of mankind as a political
animal, by one of the most eminent political thinkers writing today.
What does political science tell us about important real-world problems and issues? And to what extent does and can political analysis
contribute to solutions? This is the challenge addressed by leading political scientists in this original text which will be essential reading for
students and scholars alike.
Synthesizing British, French and American traditions, this stimulating and accessible text presents a comprehensive and fascinating
introduction to social and cultural anthropology. It offers an original approach through integrating knowledge produced from a variety of
perspectives, placing cultural and social anthropology in a wider context including macro-sociological concepts and reference to biological
evolution. Written in a clear and concise style, it conveys to the student the complexities of a discipline focusing on the structure, evolution
and cultural identity of human societies up to the present day. The text consists of four major parts: the scope and method of anthropology, a
conceptual and institutional overview, the evolution of the structure of human societies, and the cultural politics of race, ethnicity, nationalism
and multiculturalism.
This book analyzes why we believe what we believe about politics, and how the answer affects the way democracy functions. It does so by
applying social evolution theory to the relationship between the news media and politics, using the United States as its primary example. This
includes a critical review and integration of the insights of a broad array of research, from evolutionary theory and political psychology to the
political economy of media. The result is an empirically driven political theory on the media’s role in democracy: what role it currently plays,
what role it should play, and how it can be reshaped to be more appropriate for its structural role in democracy.
This now-classic examination of the development of viable political institutions in emerging nations is a major and enduring contribution to
modern political analysis. In a new Foreword, Francis Fukuyama assesses Huntington's achievement, examining the context of the book's
original publication as well as its lasting importance."This pioneering volume, examining as it does the relation between development and
stability, is an interesting and exciting addition to the literature."-American Political Science Review"'Must' reading for all those interested in
comparative politics or in the study of development."-Dankwart A. Rustow, Journal of International Affairs
This textbook presents political sociology as a connective social science that studies political phenomena by creating fruitful connections with
other perspectives. The relationship between politics and society is more complex than ever due to the emergence of new power structures,
forms of conflict organization and management, and social practices of political participation. Several scholars describe this historical phase
as the 'de-politicization of representative politics'. The book addresses classical themes of and approaches to political sociology, but also
dedicates several chapters to contemporary developments within political sociology, including, for instance, the role of the internet and bottomup political communication in social movements. In addition, the volume acts as a professional tool for those scholars and researchers that
are beginning to study political processes from a sociological perspective.
Introduces the theme 'Patterns of state reconfiguration' with an overview of trends of political evolution as they are manifested in Africa. Gives
attention to : disintegration vs reconfiguration; and, reconfigurations of state-society relations (relationships between political and economic
reform, reconfigurations of political society and political space).
Partha Chatterjee, a pioneering theorist known for his disciplinary range, builds on his theory of "political society" and reinforces its salience
to contemporary political debate. Dexterously incorporating the concerns of South Asian studies, postcolonialism, the social sciences, and the
humanities, Chatterjee broadly critiques the past three hundred years of western political theory to ask, Can democracy be brought into
being, or even fought for, in the image of Western democracy as it exists today? Using the example of postcolonial societies and their political
evolution, particularly communities within India, Chatterjee undermines the certainty of liberal democratic theory in favor of a realist view of its
achievements and limitations. Rather than push an alternative theory, Chatterjee works solely within the realm of critique, proving political
difference is not always evidence of philosophical and cultural backwardness outside of the West. Resisting all prejudices and preformed
judgments, he deploys his trademark, genre-bending, provocative analysis to upend the assumptions of postcolonial studies, comparative
history, and the common claims of contemporary politics.
This book addresses how the Conservative Party has re-focused its interest in social policy. Analysing to what extent the Conservatives have
changed within this particular policy sphere, the book explores various theoretical, social, political, and electoral dimensions of the subject
matter.

In Democracies in Flux, Putnam and nine world renowned scholars investigate the condition of social capital in eight advanced
democratic nations.
The controversy over teaching evolution or creationism in American public schools offers a policy paradox. Two sets of
values—science and democracy—are in conflict when it comes to the question of what to teach in public school biology classes.
Prindle illuminates this tension between American public opinion, which clearly prefers that creationism be taught in public school
biology classes, versus the ideal that science, and only science, be taught in those classes. An elite consisting of scientists,
professional educators, judges, and business leaders by and large are determined to ignore public preferences and teach only
science in science classes despite the majority opinion to the contrary. So how have the political process and the Constitutional
law establishment managed to thwart the people’s will in this self-proclaimed democracy? Drawing on a vast body of work across
the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities, Prindle explores the rhetoric of the evolution issue, explores its history,
examines the nature of the public opinion that causes it, evaluates the Constitutional jurisprudence that upholds it, and explains
the political dynamic that keeps it going. This incisive analysis is a must-read in a wide range of disciplines and for anyone who
wants to understand the politics of biology.
New in paperback, this Companion provides a unique survey of contemporary thinking in biological, social and cultural
anthropology. A prestigious editor leads an international team of acknowledged experts in each field.
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