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The Death Of Expertise The Campaign Against Established Knowledge And Why It
Matters
In recent political debates there has been a significant change in the valence of the word “experts” from a superlative to a near pejorative,
typically accompanied by a recitation of experts’ many failures and misdeeds. In topics as varied as Brexit, climate change and vaccinations
there is a palpable mistrust of experts and a tendency to dismiss their advice. Are we witnessing, therefore, the “death of expertise,” or is the
handwringing about an “assault on science” merely the hysterical reaction of threatened elites? In this new book, Gil Eyal argues that what
needs to be explained is not a one-sided “mistrust of experts” but the two-headed pushmi-pullyu of unprecedented reliance on science and
expertise, on the one hand, coupled with increased suspicion, skepticism and dismissal of scientific findings, expert opinion or even whole
branches of investigation, on the other. The current mistrust of experts, Eyal argues, is best understood as one more spiral in an on-going,
recursive crisis of legitimacy. The “scientization of politics,” of which critics warned in the 1960s, has brought about a politicization of science,
specifically of regulatory and policy science, and the two processes reinforce one another in an unstable, crisis-prone mixture. Eyal
demonstrates that the strategies designed to respond to the crisis - from an increased emphasis on inclusion of laypeople and stakeholders in
scientific research and regulatory decision-making to approaches seeking to generate trust by relying on objective procedures such as
randomized controlled trials (RCTs) – end up exacerbating the crisis, while undermining and contradicting one another. This timely book will
be of great interest to students and scholars in the social sciences and to anyone concerned about the political uses of, and attacks on,
scientific knowledge and expertise.
Estimation of the Time Since Death remains the foremost authoritative book on scientifically calculating the estimated time of death
postmortem. Building on the success of previous editions which covered the early postmortem period, this new edition also covers the later
postmortem period including putrefactive changes, entomology, and postmortem r
The Gladney's family life is disrupted and threatened when an industrial accident sends a lethal cloud over their community. Jack Gladney
struggles with the ensuing complications which include murder.
"Daniel W. Drezner's The Ideas Industry traces the trajectory of the public intellectual from the early 20th century to its present form of the
"thought leader." It will reshape our understanding of contemporary public intellectual life in America and the West"-A collection of short, sharp essays exploring the value of shared and accessible public knowledge in the face of its erosion. The Death of
Public Knowledge argues for the value and importance of shared, publicly accessible knowledge, and suggests that the erosion of its most
visible forms, including public service broadcasting, education, and the network of public libraries, has worrying outcomes for democracy.
With contributions from both activists and academics, this collection of short, sharp essays focuses on different aspects of public knowledge,
from libraries and education to news media and public policy. Together, the contributors record the stresses and strains placed upon public
knowledge by funding cuts and austerity, the new digital economy, quantification and target-setting, neoliberal politics, and inequality. These
pressures, the authors contend, not only hinder democracies, but also undermine markets, economies, and social institutions and spaces
everywhere. Covering areas of international public concern, these polemical, accessible texts include reflections on the fate of schools and
education, the takeover of public institutions by private interests, and the corruption of news and information in the financial sector. They
cover the compromised Greek media during recent EU negotiations, the role played by media and political elites in the Irish property bubble,
the compromising of government policy by corporate interests in the United States and Korea, and the squeeze on public service media in the
United Kingdom, New Zealand, and the United States. Individually and collectively, these pieces spell out the importance of maintaining
public, shared knowledge in all its forms, and offer a rallying cry for doing so, asserting the need for strong public, financial, and regulatory
support. Contributors Toril Aalberg, Ian Anstice, Philip Augar, Rodney Benson, Aeron Davis, Des Freedman, Wayne Hope, Ken Jones, Bonghyun Lee, Colin Leys, Andrew McGettigan, Michael Moran, Aristotelis Nikolaidis, Justin Schlosberg, Henry Silke, Roger Smith, Peter
Thompson, Janine R. Wedel, Karel Williams, Kate Wright
Analyzes scandals in high-profile institutions, from Wall Street and the Catholic Church to corporate America and Major League Baseball,
while evaluating how an elite American meritocracy rose throughout the past half-century before succumbing to unprecedented levels of
corruption and failure. 75,000 first printing.
We don’t understand the reactionary mind. As a result, argues Mark Lilla in this timely book, the ideas and passions that shape today’s
political dramas are unintelligible to us. The reactionary is anything but a conservative. He is as radical and modern a figure as the
revolutionary, someone shipwrecked in the rapidly changing present, and suffering from nostalgia for an idealized past and an apocalyptic
fear that history is rushing toward catastrophe. And like the revolutionary his political engagements are motivated by highly developed ideas.
Lilla begins with three twentieth-century philosophers—Franz Rosenzweig, Eric Voegelin, and Leo Strauss—who attributed the problems of
modern society to a break in the history of ideas and promoted a return to earlier modes of thought. He then examines the enduring power of
grand historical narratives of betrayal to shape political outlooks since the French Revolution, and shows how these narratives are employed
in the writings of Europe’s right-wing cultural pessimists and Maoist neocommunists, American theoconservatives fantasizing about the
harmony of medieval Catholic society and radical Islamists seeking to restore a vanished Muslim caliphate. The revolutionary spirit that
inspired political movements across the world for two centuries may have died out. But the spirit of reaction that rose to meet it has survived
and is proving just as formidable a historical force. We live in an age when the tragicomic nostalgia of Don Quixote for a lost golden age has
been transformed into a potent and sometimes deadly weapon. Mark Lilla helps us to understand why.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The funny, sad, super-honest, all-true story of Chelsea Handler’s year of self-discovery—featuring a
nerdily brilliant psychiatrist, a shaman, four Chow Chows, some well-placed security cameras, various family members (living and departed),
friends, assistants, and a lot of edibles A SKIMM READS PICK • “This will be one of your favorite books of all time.”—Amy Schumer In a
haze of vape smoke on a rare windy night in L.A. in the fall of 2016, Chelsea Handler daydreams about what life will be like with a woman in
the White House. And then Donald Trump happens. In a torpor of despair, she decides that she’s had enough of the privileged bubble she’s
lived in—a bubble within a bubble—and that it’s time to make some changes, both in her personal life and in the world at large. At home, she
embarks on a year of self-sufficiency—learning how to work the remote, how to pick up dog shit, where to find the toaster. She meets her
match in an earnest, brainy psychiatrist and enters into therapy, prepared to do the heavy lifting required to look within and make sense of a
childhood marked by love and loss and to figure out why people are afraid of her. She becomes politically active—finding her voice as an
advocate for change, having difficult conversations, and energizing her base. In the process, she develops a healthy fixation on Special
Counsel Robert Mueller and, through unflinching self-reflection and psychological excavation, unearths some glittering truths that light up the
road ahead. Thrillingly honest, insightful, and deeply, darkly funny, Chelsea Handler’s memoir keeps readers laughing, even as it inspires us
to look within and ask ourselves what really matters in our own lives. Praise for Life Will Be the Death of Me “You thought you knew Chelsea
Handler—and she thought she knew herself—but in her new book, she discovers that true progress lies in the direction we haven’t
been.”—Gloria Steinem “I always wondered what it would be like to watch Chelsea Handler in session with her therapist. Now I know.”—Ellen
DeGeneres “I love this book not just because it made me laugh or because I learned that I feel the same way about certain people in politics
as Chelsea does. I love this book because I feel like I finally really got to know Chelsea Handler after all these years. Thank you for sharing,
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Chelsea!”—Tiffany Haddish

Welcome to the Post-Truth era— a time in which the art of the lie is shaking the very foundations of democracy and the
world as we know it. The Brexit vote; Donald Trump’s victory; the rejection of climate change science; the vilification of
immigrants; all have been based on the power to evoke feelings and not facts. So what does it all mean and how can we
champion truth in in a time of lies and ‘alternative facts’? In this eye-opening and timely book, Post-Truth is
distinguished from a long tradition of political lies, exaggeration and spin. What is new is not the mendacity of politicians
but the public’s response to it and the ability of new technologies and social media to manipulate, polarise and entrench
opinion. Where trust has evaporated, conspiracy theories thrive, the authority of the media wilt and emotions matter more
than facts . Now, one of the UK’s most respected political journalists, Matthew d’Ancona investigates how we got here,
why quiet resignation is not an option and how we can and must fight back.
The Death of Industrial Civilization explains how the contemporary ecological crisis within industrial society is caused by
the values inherent in unlimited economic growth and competitive materialism. Kassiola shows that the limits-to-growth
critique of industrial civilization is the most effective stance against what seems to be a dominant and invincible social
order. He prescribes the social changes that must be implemented in order to transform industrial society into a
sustainable and more satisfying one.
Over the last 22 years, Robert Greene has provided insights into every aspect of being human whether that be getting
what you want, understanding others' motivations, mastering your impulses, and recognizing strengths and weaknesses.
The Daily Laws distills that wisdom into daily entries. Each entry delivers refined and concise wisdom from one of his
books, in an easy to digest lesson that will only take a few minutes to read, as well as a Commandment -- a prescription
or prompt for the reader to follow. Not only is The Daily Laws the perfect entry point for those new to Greene's
penetrating insight, but it will also help the many Greene fans throughout the world understanding and internalizing the
many lessons that fill his books. It is a guide to a lifetime of reading and re-reading about power, seduction, strategy,
psychology and human nature.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2020 NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY * THE WASHINGTON
POST * THE ECONOMIST * NEW SCIENTIST * PUBLISHERS WEEKLY * THE GUARDIAN From one of the most
dynamic rising stars in astrophysics, an “engrossing, elegant” (The New York Times) look at five ways the universe
could end, and the mind-blowing lessons each scenario reveals about the most important concepts in cosmology. We
know the universe had a beginning. With the Big Bang, it expanded from a state of unimaginable density to an allencompassing cosmic fireball to a simmering fluid of matter and energy, laying down the seeds for everything from black
holes to one rocky planet orbiting a star near the edge of a spiral galaxy that happened to develop life as we know it. But
what happens to the universe at the end of the story? And what does it mean for us now? Dr. Katie Mack has been
contemplating these questions since she was a young student, when her astronomy professor informed her the universe
could end at any moment, in an instant. This revelation set her on the path toward theoretical astrophysics. Now, with
lively wit and humor, she takes us on a mind-bending tour through five of the cosmos’s possible finales: the Big Crunch,
Heat Death, the Big Rip, Vacuum Decay (the one that could happen at any moment!), and the Bounce. Guiding us
through cutting-edge science and major concepts in quantum mechanics, cosmology, string theory, and much more, The
End of Everything is a wildly fun, surprisingly upbeat ride to the farthest reaches of all that we know.
Why do even well-educated people often understand so little about maths - or take a perverse pride in not being a
'numbers person'? In his now-classic book Innumeracy, John Allen Paulos answers questions such as: Why is following
the stock market exactly like flipping a coin? How big is a trillion? How fast does human hair grow in mph? Can you
calculate the chances that a party includes two people who have the same birthday? Paulos shows us that by arming
yourself with some simple maths, you don't have to let numbers get the better of you.
Publisher Description
For more than forty years, the United States has maintained a public commitment to nuclear disarmament, and every
president from Ronald Reagan to Barack Obama has gradually reduced the size of America's nuclear forces. Yet even
now, over two decades after the end of the Cold War, the United States maintains a huge nuclear arsenal on high alert
and ready for war. The Americans, like the Russians, the Chinese, and other major nuclear powers, continue to retain a
deep faith in the political and military value of nuclear force, and this belief remains enshrined at the center of U.S.
defense policy regardless of the radical changes that have taken place in international politics. In No Use, national
security scholar Thomas M. Nichols offers a lucid, accessible reexamination of the role of nuclear weapons and their
prominence in U.S. security strategy. Nichols explains why strategies built for the Cold War have survived into the twentyfirst century, and he illustrates how America's nearly unshakable belief in the utility of nuclear arms has hindered U.S.
and international attempts to slow the nuclear programs of volatile regimes in North Korea and Iran. From a solid
historical foundation, Nichols makes the compelling argument that to end the danger of worldwide nuclear holocaust, the
United States must take the lead in abandoning unrealistic threats of nuclear force and then create a new and more
stable approach to deterrence for the twenty-first century.
In the great tradition of the American almanac, The Areas of My Expertise is a brilliant and hilarious compendium of
handy reference tables, fascinating trivia, and sage wisdom on all topics large and small. Although bestsellers such as
Poor Richard’s Almanack and The Book of Lists were certainly valuable, they also were largely true. Here is a different
kind of handy desk reference, one in which all of the historical oddities and amazing true facts are sifted through the
singular, illuminating imagination of John Hodgman—which is the nice way of saying: He made it all up. John Hodgman
brings his considerable expertise to bear in answering all of the questions book buyers have been asking: -What are the
mottoes of the 51 United States? THE ANSWER IS PROVIDED -Who were the U.S. presidents who had hooks for
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hands? THE ANSWER IS PROVIDED -What role does the Yale secret society “Skull and Bones” play in the secret
world government? THERE IS NO SECRET WORLD GOVERNMENT -What was the menu at the first Thanksgiving, and
did it include eels? Technically, that is two questions, but do not apologize, for John Hodgman shall answer them both . .
. LATER. -Aside from a compendium of fake trivia, what is the best kind of book to write? A SIMPLE TABLE OF THE 55
MOST DRAMATIC LITERARY SITUATIONS PROVIDES THE ANSWER, and John Hodgman is the author of that table.
Imagine if The Book of Lists had been rewritten by Peter Cook and Jorge Luis Borges under the pseudonym of “John
Hodgman” and then renamed The Areas of My Expertise, and you will only begin to have a sense of the dizzying,
uproarious, sublimely weird, and strangely wise journey that is contained within this book (along with all the pages and
words). Perfect for anyone who thirsts for knowledge, and especially for collectors of books of fake trivia, The Areas of
My Expertise offers through absurdity a better understanding of the world we share—and recognizes that while the truth
may be stranger than fiction, it is never as strange as lies . . . or as true. Look out for John Hodgman's latest book,
Vacationland, available from Viking in Fall 2017.
Shortlisted for the Miles Franklin, The Death of Noah Glass is a touching portrait of love, loss and regret, now available in a smaller,
competitively priced edition.
This book chronicles the dawn of the age of creativity in business, when new ideas and practices based on creativity will drastically change
the way we do business. Starting with an overview of the age of marketing, the book winds its way through the past and the present to show
us the future of business, backed up with insights from sociology and psychology.
Starting from the premise that philosophers' deaths have been as interesting as their lives, Simon Critchley looks at the strange
circumstances in which some philosophers have died and then confronts the big themes - in this case, what 'a good death' means and how to
live with the knowledge of death. The book consists of short entries on various philosophers, cataloguing the manner of their demises and
linking this to their central ideas, from the Pre-Socratics to Rousseau, Kant and Nietzsche among many others. The book concludes with
Critchley's thoughts on the ideal of the philosophical death as a way of denouncing contemporary delusions and sophistries, what Francis
Bacon saw as the Idols of the Tribe, the Den, the Market-Place and the Theatre (incidentally, Bacon died in a particularly cold winter in
London in 1626 from a cold contracted after trying to stuff a chicken with snow as an experiment in refrigeration).
Libraries preserve the knowledge and ideas on which rights depend; no wonder they are so often attacked. Richard Ovenden tells the history
of this deliberate destruction of knowledge--from library burnings to digital attacks and contemporary underfunding--and makes a passionate
plea for the importance of these threatened institutions.
A contrarian yet highly engaging account of the spread of illiberal and anti-democratic sentiment throughout our culture that places
responsibility on the citizens themselves. Over the past three decades, citizens of democracies who claim to value freedom, tolerance, and
the rule of law have increasingly embraced illiberal politicians and platforms. Democracy is in trouble--but who is really to blame? In Our Own
Worst Enemy, Tom Nichols challenges the current depictions of the rise of illiberal and anti-democratic movements in the United States and
elsewhere as the result of the deprivations of globalization or the malign decisions of elites. Rather, he places the blame for the rise of
illiberalism on the people themselves. Nichols traces the illiberalism of the 21st century to the growth of unchecked narcissism, rising
standards of living, global peace, and a resistance to change. Ordinary citizens, laden with grievances, have joined forces with political
entrepreneurs who thrive on the creation of rage rather than on the encouragement of civic virtue and democratic cooperation. While it will be
difficult, Nichols argues that we need to defend democracy by resurrecting the virtues of altruism, compromise, stoicism, and
cooperation--and by recognizing how good we've actually had it in the modern world. Trenchant, contrarian, and highly engaging, Our Own
Worst Enemy reframes the debate about how democracies have ended up in this dire state of affairs and what to do about it.
The master of historical fiction presents the iconic story of King Alfred and the making of a nation.
When Harriet Hall graduated from medical school in 1970 and entered the Air Force, she was in a distinct minority. As the second woman
ever to do an Air Force internship, she had to fight for acceptance. Even a patient's 3 year old daughter proclaimed, "Oh, Daddy! That's not a
doctor, that's a lady." She was refused a residency, paid less than her male counterparts, couldn't live on base, and couldn't claim her
husband as a dependent because he wasn't a wife. After six years as a general medical officer in Franco's Spain, she became a family
practice specialist and a flight surgeon, doing everything from delivering babies to flying a B-52. She earned her pilot's license despite being
told "Women aren't supposed to fly," and eventually retired from the Air Force as a full colonel. She is witness to an era when society was
beginning to accept women in traditionally male jobs but didn't entirely like the idea yet. A somewhat warped sense of humor kept her afloat,
and it spices the stories she tells about her own experiences and the patients and colleagues she encountered.
Winner of the 1964 Pulitzer Prize in Nonfiction Anti-Intellectualism in American Life is a book which throws light on many features of the
American character. Its concern is not merely to portray the scorners of intellect in American life, but to say something about what the
intellectual is, and can be, as a force in a democratic society. "As Mr. Hofstadter unfolds the fascinating story, it is no crude battle of
eggheads and fatheads. It is a rich, complex, shifting picture of the life of the mind in a society dominated by the ideal of practical success."
—Robert Peel in the Christian Science Monitor
A funny and entertaining history of printed books as told through absurd moments in the lives of authors and printers, collected by
television’s favorite rare-book expert from HISTORY’s hit series Pawn Stars. Since the Gutenberg Bible first went on sale in 1455, printing
has been viewed as one of the highest achievements of human innovation. But the march of progress hasn’t been smooth; downright bizarre
is more like it. Printer’s Error chronicles some of the strangest and most humorous episodes in the history of Western printing, and makes
clear that we’ve succeeded despite ourselves. Rare-book expert Rebecca Romney and author J. P. Romney take us from monasteries and
museums to auction houses and libraries to introduce curious episodes in the history of print that have had a profound impact on our world.
Take, for example, the Gutenberg Bible. While the book is regarded as the first printed work in the Western world, Gutenberg’s name
doesn’t appear anywhere on it. Today, Johannes Gutenberg is recognized as the father of Western printing. But for the first few hundred
years after the invention of the printing press, no one knew who printed the first book. This long-standing mystery took researchers down a
labyrinth of ancient archives and libraries, and unearthed surprising details, such as the fact that Gutenberg’s financier sued him,
repossessed his printing equipment, and started his own printing business afterward. Eventually the first printed book was tracked to the
library of Cardinal Mazarin in France, and Gutenberg’s forty-two-line Bible was finally credited to him, thus ensuring Gutenberg’s name
would be remembered by middle-school students worldwide. Like the works of Sarah Vowell, John Hodgman, and Ken Jennings, Printer’s
Error is a rollicking ride through the annals of time and the printed word.
People are now exposed to more information than ever before, provided both by technology and by increasing access to every level of
education. These societal gains, however, have also helped fuel a surge in narcissistic and misguided intellectual egalitarianism that has
crippled informed debates on any number of issues. Today, everyone knows everything: with only a quick trip through WebMD or Wikipedia,
average citizens believe themselves to be on an equal intellectual footing with doctors and diplomats. All voices, even the most ridiculous,
demand to be taken with equal seriousness, and any claim to the contrary is dismissed as undemocratic elitism. As Tom Nichols shows in
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The Death of Expertise, this rejection of experts has occurred for many reasons, including the openness of the internet, the emergence of a
customer satisfaction model in higher education, and the transformation of the news industry into a 24-hour entertainment machine.
Paradoxically, the increasingly democratic dissemination of information, rather than producing an educated public, has instead created an
army of ill-informed and angry citizens who denounce intellectual achievement. Nichols has deeper concerns than the current rejection of
expertise and learning, noting that when ordinary citizens believe that no one knows more than anyone else, democratic institutions
themselves are in danger of falling either to populism or to technocracy-or in the worst case, a combination of both. The Death of Expertise is
not only an exploration of a dangerous phenomenon but also a warning about the stability and survival of modern democracy in the
Information Age.
From a Pulitzer Prize-winning critic comes an impassioned critique of the West’s retreat from reason. ‘The Death of Truth is destined to
become the defining treatise of our age’ David Grann ‘The first great book of the Trump administration ... essential reading’ Rolling Stone
The Death of Ivan Ilyich was first published in 1886. It is a novella by Leo Tolstoy. It is one of Tolstoy's most celebrated pieces of late fiction.
This work stems in part from Tolstoy's anguished intellectual and spiritual struggles which led to his conversion to Christianity. Central to the
story is an examination on the nature of both life and death, and how man can come to terms with death's very inevitability. The novella was
acclaimed by Vladimir Nabokov and Mahatma Gandhi as the greatest in the whol
Technology and increasing levels of education have exposed people to more information than ever before. These societal gains, however,
have also helped fuel a surge in narcissistic and misguided intellectual egalitarianism that has crippled informed debates on any number of
issues. Today, everyone knows everything: with only a quick trip through WebMD or Wikipedia, average citizens believe themselves to be on
an equal intellectual footing with doctors and diplomats. All voices, even the most ridiculous, demand to be taken with equal seriousness, and
any claim to the contrary is dismissed as undemocratic elitism. Tom Nichols' The Death of Expertise shows how this rejection of experts has
occurred: the openness of the internet, the emergence of a customer satisfaction model in higher education, and the transformation of the
news industry into a 24-hour entertainment machine, among other reasons. Paradoxically, the increasingly democratic dissemination of
information, rather than producing an educated public, has instead created an army of ill-informed and angry citizens who denounce
intellectual achievement. When ordinary citizens believe that no one knows more than anyone else, democratic institutions themselves are in
danger of falling either to populism or to technocracy or, in the worst case, a combination of both. An update to the 2017breakout hit, the
paperback edition of The Death of Expertise provides a new foreword to cover the alarming exacerbation of these trends in the aftermath of
Donald Trump's election. Judging from events on the ground since it first published, The Death of Expertise issues a warning about the
stability and survival of modern democracy in the Information Age that is even more important today.
In an age of new threats to international security, the old rules of war are rapidly being discarded. The great powers are moving toward norms
less restrictive of intervention, preemption, and preventive war. This evolution is taking place not only in the United States but also in many of
the world's most powerful nations, including Russia, France, and Japan, among others. As centuries of tradition and law are overturned, will
preventive warfare push the world into chaos? Eve of Destruction is a provocative contribution to a growing international debate over the
acceptance of preventive military action. In the first work to identify the trends that have led to a coming age of preventive war, Thomas M.
Nichols uses historical analysis as well as interviews with military officials from around the world to trace the anticipatory use of force from the
early 1990s—when the international community responded to a string of humanitarian crises in Somalia, Bosnia, and Kosovo—to today's
current and potential actions against rogue states and terrorists. He makes a case for a bold reform of U.S. foreign policy, and of the United
Nations Security Council itself, in order to avert outright anarchy.
Explores the relationship between the contemporary world and the ancient one.
A deeply researched warning about how the digital economy threatens artists' lives and work—the music, writing, and visual art that sustain
our souls and societies—from an award-winning essayist and critic There are two stories you hear about earning a living as an artist in the
digital age. One comes from Silicon Valley. There's never been a better time to be an artist, it goes. If you've got a laptop, you've got a
recording studio. If you've got an iPhone, you've got a movie camera. And if production is cheap, distribution is free: it's called the Internet.
Everyone's an artist; just tap your creativity and put your stuff out there. The other comes from artists themselves. Sure, it goes, you can put
your stuff out there, but who's going to pay you for it? Everyone is not an artist. Making art takes years of dedication, and that requires a
means of support. If things don't change, a lot of art will cease to be sustainable. So which account is true? Since people are still making a
living as artists today, how are they managing to do it? William Deresiewicz, a leading critic of the arts and of contemporary culture, set out to
answer those questions. Based on interviews with artists of all kinds, The Death of the Artist argues that we are in the midst of an epochal
transformation. If artists were artisans in the Renaissance, bohemians in the nineteenth century, and professionals in the twentieth, a new
paradigm is emerging in the digital age, one that is changing our fundamental ideas about the nature of art and the role of the artist in society.

The human mind is both brilliant and pathetic. We have mastered fire and have stood on the moon, and yet every one of us is
fundamentally ignorant, irrational and prone to making simple mistakes every day. 'In The Knowledge Illusion, the cognitive
scientists Steven Sloman and Philip Fernbach hammer another nail into the coffin of the rational individual . . . positing that not just
rationality but the very idea of individual thinking is a myth.' Yuval Harari, bestselling author of Sapiens and Homo Deus In this
groundbreaking book, cognitive scientists Steven Sloman and Philip Fernbach show how our success as a species is down to us
living in a rich community of knowledge where we are drawing on information and expertise outside our heads. And we have no
idea that we are even doing it. Utilizing cutting-edge research, The Knowledge Illusion explains why we think we know more than
we do, why beliefs are so hard to change and why we are so prone to making mistakes. Providing a blueprint for successful ways
to work in collaboration to do amazing things, it reveals why the key to human intelligence lies in the way we think and work
together.
Looking beyond Putin to understand how today's Russia actually works Media and public discussion tends to understand Russian
politics as a direct reflection of Vladimir Putin's seeming omnipotence or Russia's unique history and culture. Yet Russia is
remarkably similar to other autocracies—and recognizing this illuminates the inherent limits to Putin's power. Weak Strongman
challenges the conventional wisdom about Putin's Russia, highlighting the difficult trade-offs that confront the Kremlin on issues
ranging from election fraud and repression to propaganda and foreign policy. Drawing on three decades of his own on-the-ground
experience and research as well as insights from a new generation of social scientists that have received little attention outside
academia, Timothy Frye reveals how much we overlook about today's Russia when we focus solely on Putin or Russian
exceptionalism. Frye brings a new understanding to a host of crucial questions: How popular is Putin? Is Russian propaganda
effective? Why are relations with the West so fraught? Can Russian cyber warriors really swing foreign elections? In answering
these and other questions, Frye offers a highly accessible reassessment of Russian politics that highlights the challenges of
governing Russia and the nature of modern autocracy. Rich in personal anecdotes and cutting-edge social science, Weak
Strongman offers the best evidence available about how Russia actually works.
Our fascination with the vampire myth has scarcely diminished since Bram Stoker's publication of the classic Dracula tale in 1897,
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but how much of the lore is based in fact and can science explain the origins of horror's most famous fiend? Vampirology charts
the murky waters of the vampire myth - from stories found in many cultures across the globe to our sympathetic pop-culture
renditions today - to investigate how a scientific interpretation may shed light on the fears and phenomena of the vampire myth.
A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of American Unreason focuses on the convergence of social forces—usually
treated as separate entities—that has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These include the upsurge of religious
fundamentalism, with more political power today than ever before; the failure of public education to create an informed citizenry;
and the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans today have
embraced a universe of “junk thought” that makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.
Since its original publication, Expert Political Judgment by New York Times bestselling author Philip Tetlock has established itself
as a contemporary classic in the literature on evaluating expert opinion. Tetlock first discusses arguments about whether the world
is too complex for people to find the tools to understand political phenomena, let alone predict the future. He evaluates predictions
from experts in different fields, comparing them to predictions by well-informed laity or those based on simple extrapolation from
current trends. He goes on to analyze which styles of thinking are more successful in forecasting. Classifying thinking styles using
Isaiah Berlin's prototypes of the fox and the hedgehog, Tetlock contends that the fox--the thinker who knows many little things,
draws from an eclectic array of traditions, and is better able to improvise in response to changing events--is more successful in
predicting the future than the hedgehog, who knows one big thing, toils devotedly within one tradition, and imposes formulaic
solutions on ill-defined problems. He notes a perversely inverse relationship between the best scientific indicators of good
judgement and the qualities that the media most prizes in pundits--the single-minded determination required to prevail in
ideological combat. Clearly written and impeccably researched, the book fills a huge void in the literature on evaluating expert
opinion. It will appeal across many academic disciplines as well as to corporations seeking to develop standards for judging expert
decision-making. Now with a new preface in which Tetlock discusses the latest research in the field, the book explores what
constitutes good judgment in predicting future events and looks at why experts are often wrong in their forecasts.
Public policy education is oriented around the development of innovative ideas for how to improve governance and make society
better. However, it undervalues a critical tool for translating policy ideas into action: the ability to communicate ideas broadly,
strategically, and effectively. Drawing on his past frustration with translating his research from academia to the public sphere,
Justin Gest has written a primer for public policy students, researchers, and policy professionals on how to turn analyses and
memos into clear and persuasive campaigns. This book outlines the principles, structure, and target audience for different media
essential to policy communication. Including advice from practitioners and illustrative examples, Gest explains the indispensability
of pithiness to clear communication and how to achieve it.
'Utterly gripping' - The Guardian 'Fascinating' - The Sunday Times 'Moving' - Scotsman 'Engrossing' - Financial Times Sue Black
confronts death every day. As a Professor of Anatomy and Forensic Anthropology, she focuses on mortal remains in her lab, at
burial sites, at scenes of violence, murder and criminal dismemberment, and when investigating mass fatalities due to war,
accident or natural disaster. In All That Remains she reveals the many faces of death she has come to know, using key cases to
explore how forensic science has developed, and examining what her life and work has taught her. Do we expect a book about
death to be sad? Macabre? Sue's book is neither. There is tragedy, but there is also humour in stories as gripping as the best
crime novel. Part memoir, part science, part meditation on death, her book is compassionate, surprisingly funny, and it will make
you think about death in a new light. ________ SUE BLACK'S NEW BOOK, WRITTEN IN BONE, IS OUT NOW _________ 'One
might expect [this book] to be a grim read but it absolutely isn't. I found it invigorating!' (Andrew Marr, BBC Radio 4 'Start the
Week') 'Black's utterly gripping account of her life and career as a professor of anatomy and forensic anthropology manages to be
surprisingly life-affirming. As she herself says, it is "as much about life as about death"' (PD Smith Guardian) 'An engrossing
memoir . . . an affecting mix of personal and professional' (Erica Wagner, Financial Times) 'A model of how to write about the
effect of human evil without losing either objectivity or sensitivity . . . Heartening and anything but morbid . . . Leaves you thinking
about what kind of human qualities you value, what kinds of people you actually want to be with' (Rowan Williams, New
Statesman) 'For someone whose job is identifying corpses, Sue Black is a cheerful soul . . . All That Remains feels like every
episode of 'Silent Witness', pre-fictionalised. Except, you know, really good' (Helen Rumbelow, The Times)
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