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The Crimean Nexus Putins War And The Clash Of Civilizations
How the West sleepwalked into another Cold War A native of Yalta, Constantine Pleshakov is intimately familiar with
Crimea s ethnic tensions and complex political history. Now, he offers a much-needed look at one of the most urgent
flash points in current international relations: the first occupation and annexation of one European nation s territory by
another since World War II. Pleshakov illustrates how the proxy war unfolding in Ukraine is a clash of incompatible world
views. To the U.S. and Europe, Ukraine is a country struggling for self-determination in the face of Russia s imperial
nostalgia. To Russia, Ukraine is a sister nation, where NATO expansionism threatens its own borders. In Crimea itself,
the native Tatars are Muslims who are vehemently opposed to Russian rule. Engagingly written and bracingly
nonpartisan, Pleshakov s book explains the missteps made on all sides to provide a clear, even-handed account of a
major international crisis.
As a new president takes power in Russia, this book provides an analysis of the changing relationship between control of
Russian television media and presidential power during the tenure of President Vladimir Putin. It argues that the conflicts
within Russia’s political and economic elites, and President Putin’s attempts to rebuild the Russian state after its
fragmentation during the Yeltsin administration, are the most significant causes of changes in Russian media. Tina
Burrett demonstrates that President Putin sought to increase state control over television as part of a larger programme
aimed at strengthening the power of the state and the position of the presidency at its apex, and that such control over
the media was instrumental to the success of the president’s wider systemic changes that have redefined the Russian
polity. The book also highlights the ways in which oligarchic media owners in Russia used television for their own political
purposes, and that media manipulation was not the exclusive preserve of the Kremlin, but a common pattern of
behaviour in elite struggles in the post-Soviet era. Basing its analysis predominately on interviews with key players in the
Moscow media and political elites, and on secondary sources drawn from the Russian and Western media, the book
examines broad themes that have been the subject of constant media interest, and have relevance beyond the confines
of Russian politics.
In The Long Hangover, Shaun Walker provides a deeply reported, bottom-up explanation of Russia's resurgence under
Putin. By cleverly exploiting the memory of the Soviet victory over fascism in World War II, Putin's regime has made
ordinary Russians feel that their country is great again. Shaun Walker provides new insight into contemporary Russia and
its search for a new identity, telling the story through the country's troubled relationship with its Soviet past. Walker not
only explains Vladimir Putin's goals and the government's official manipulations of history, but also focuses on ordinary
Russians and their motivations. He charts how Putin raised victory in World War II to the status of a national founding
myth in the search for a unifying force to heal a divided country, and shows how dangerous the ramifications of this have
been. The book explores why Russia, unlike Germany, has failed to come to terms with the darkest pages of its past:
Stalin's purges, the Gulag, and the war deportations. The narrative roams from the corridors of the Kremlin to the wilds of
the Gulags and the trenches of East Ukraine. It puts the annexation of Crimea and the newly assertive Russia in the
context of the delayed fallout of the Soviet collapse. The Long Hangover is a book about a lost generation: the millions of
Russians who lost their country and the subsequent attempts to restore to them a sense of purpose. Packed with
analysis but told mainly through vibrant reportage, it is a thoughtful exploration of the legacy of the Soviet collapse and
how it has affected life in Russia and Putin's policies.
Crises—political, social, and economic—run rampant within Mother Russia’s borders. Russian troops infiltrate the Crimean
peninsula, the UN Security Council attempts to mediate concerning the conflict with Ukraine, and the United States
pledges aid to former Soviet satellites—and civil war teeters on the brink of eruption. In the wake of the Sochi Olympics, it
is Russia that is skating on thin ice, and Vladimir Putin’s autonomous regime looks shakier by the minute. Ilan Berman
shows the future of the country as grim and on the fast track to complete ruination. Is the end in sight for this former
superpower? InImplosion, Berman explains why Russia’s collapse is imminent and how this nation’s ultimate demise
will vitiate the United States.
The conventional story of the end of the cold war focuses on the geopolitical power struggle between the United States
and the USSR: Ronald Reagan waged an aggressive campaign against communism, outspent the USSR, and forced
Mikhail Gorbachev to "tear down this wall." In There Is No Freedom Without Bread!, a daring revisionist account of that
seminal year, the Russian-born historian Constantine Pleshakov proposes a very different interpretation. The revolutions
that took place during this momentous year were infinitely more complex than the archetypal image of the "good" masses
overthrowing the "bad" puppet regimes of the Soviet empire. Politicking, tensions between Moscow and local communist
governments, compromise between the revolutionary leaders and the communist old-timers, and the will and anger of the
people—all had a profound influence in shaping the revolutions as multifaceted movements that brought about one of the
greatest transformations in history. In a dramatic narrative culminating in a close examination of the whirlwind year,
Pleshakov challenges the received wisdom and argues that 1989 was as much about national civil wars and internal
struggles for power as it was about the Eastern Europeans throwing off the yoke of Moscow.
The urgent, explosive story of Russia’s espionage efforts against the West from the Cold War to the present – including
their interference in the 2016 presidential election.
"Bringing together a group of leading American and European experts, this is the first book-length study of Russian
President Vladimir Putin's effort to create a Eurasian Union. The book indicates the ideological origins and character of
this project; focusing not only on Putin's strategic objectives but the tactics he employs to achieve them. The volume
stresses the high degree of coordination that has been achieved among sectors of the Russian state that are
accustomed to function as sovereign bureaucracies. Subsequent chapters analyze the response of eleven post-Soviet
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states to Putin's initiative, as well as the attitudes towards it of China, Europe, and the United States. The book suggests
that the project, if successful, would jeopardize the gains of two decades of independence in countries ranging from
Moldova to Tajikistan, but also traces the processes by which those potentially affected have already worked to limit,
dilute,and even undermine it even before it comes into being"--Publisher's web site.
This study examines cases of rhetorical antagonisms and collaborations between the United States and the Soviet Union
throughout the Cold War. The author analyzes relations from cultural and political angles and investigates mutual
perspectives at both the government and grassroots levels.
The West has woken up to the uncomfortable fact that Russia has long believed it is at war with them, the most egregious
example of which is Vladimir Putin's hacking of the US elections. For Western governments, used to believing in the post-Cold
War peace dividend, it came as a shock to find the liberal international order is under threat from an aggressive Russia. The 'End
of History - loudly proclaimed in 1991 - has been replaced by the 'Return of History.' Putin's War Against Ukraine came three years
earlier when he launched an unprovoked war in the Donbas and annexed the Crimea. Putin's war against Ukraine has killed over
30, 000 civilians, Ukrainian and Russian soldiers and Russian proxies, forced a third of the population of the Donbas to flee,
illegally nationalised Ukrainian state and private entities in the Crimea and the Donbas, destroyed huge areas of the infrastructure
and economy of the Donbas, and created a black hole of crime and soft security threats to Europe. Putin's War Against Ukraine is
the first book to focus on national identity as the root of the crisis through Russia's long-term refusal to view Ukrainians as a
separate people and an unwillingness to recognise the sovereignty and borders of independent Ukraine. Written by Taras Kuzio, a
leading authority on contemporary Ukraine, the book is a product of extensive fieldwork in Russian speaking eastern and southern
Ukraine and the front lines of the Donbas combat zone. Putin's War Against Ukraine debunks myths surrounding the conflict and
provides an incisive analysis for scholars, policy makers, and journalists as to why Vladimir Putin is at war with the West and
Ukraine.
The first thorough study of the co-existence of crime and democratic processes in Indian politics In India, the world's largest
democracy, the symbiotic relationship between crime and politics raises complex questions. For instance, how can free and fair
democratic processes exist alongside rampant criminality? Why do political parties recruit candidates with reputations for
wrongdoing? Why are one-third of state and national legislators elected--and often re-elected--in spite of criminal charges pending
against them? In this eye-opening study, political scientist Milan Vaishnav mines a rich array of sources, including fieldwork on
political campaigns and interviews with candidates, party workers, and voters, large surveys, and an original database on
politicians' backgrounds to offer the first comprehensive study of an issue that has implications for the study of democracy both
within and beyond India's borders.
One hardly known but fascinating aspect of the Cold War was the use of the holy Virgin Mary as a warrior against atheist
ideologies. After the Second World War, there was a remarkable rise in the West of religiously inflected rhetoric against what was
characterised as “godless communism”. The leaders of the Roman Catholic Church not only urged their followers to resist
socialism, but along with many prominent Catholic laity and activist movements they marshaled the support of Catholics into a
spiritual holy war. In this book renowned experts address a variety of grassroots and Church initiatives related to Marian politics,
the hausse of Marian apparitions during the Cold War period, and the present-day revival of Marian devotional culture. By
identifying and analysing the militant side of Mary in the Cold War context on a global scale for the first time, Cold War Mary will
attract readers interested in religious history, history of the Cold War, and twentieth-century international history.
The Limits of Partnership is a riveting narrative about U.S.-Russian relations from the Soviet collapse through the Ukraine crisis
and the difficult challenges ahead. It reflects the unique perspective of an insider who is also recognized as a leading expert on
this troubled relationship. American presidents have repeatedly attempted to forge a strong and productive partnership only to be
held hostage to the deep mistrust born of the Cold War. For the United States, Russia remains a priority because of its nuclear
weapons arsenal, its strategic location bordering Europe and Asia, and its ability to support--or thwart--American interests. Why
has it been so difficult to move the relationship forward? What are the prospects for doing so in the future? Is the effort doomed to
fail again and again? What are the risks of a new Cold War? Angela Stent served as an adviser on Russia under Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush, and maintains dialogues with key policymakers in both countries. Here, she argues that the same contentious
issues--terrorism, missile defense, Iran, nuclear proliferation, Afghanistan, the former Soviet space, the greater Middle East--have
been in every president's inbox, Democrat and Republican alike, since the collapse of the USSR. Stent vividly describes how
Clinton and Bush sought inroads with Russia and staked much on their personal ties to Boris Yeltsin and Vladimir Putin--only to
leave office with relations at a low point--and how Barack Obama managed to restore ties only to see them undermined by a Putin
regime resentful of American dominance and determined to restore Russia's great power status. The Limits of Partnership calls for
a fundamental reassessment of the principles and practices that drive U.S.-Russian relations, and offers a path forward to meet
the urgent challenges facing both countries. This edition includes a new chapter in which Stent provides her insights about
dramatic recent developments in U.S.-Russian relations, particularly the annexation of Crimea, war in Ukraine, and the end of the
Obama Reset.
A The Times best book of 2019 'In fewer than 150 pithy pages, Galeotti sketches a bleak, but convincing picture of the man in the
Kremlin and the political system that he dominates' - The Times Meet the world's most dangerous man. Or is he? Who is the real
Vladimir Putin? What does he want? And what will he do next? Despite the millions of words written on Putin's Russia, the West
still fails to truly understand one of the world's most powerful politicians, whose influence spans the globe and whose networks of
power reach into the very heart of our daily lives. In this essential primer, Professor Mark Galeotti uncovers the man behind the
myth, addressing the key misperceptions of Putin and explaining how we can decipher his motivations and next moves. From
Putin’s early life in the KGB and his real relationship with the USA to his vision for the future of Russia – and the world – Galeotti
draws on new Russian sources and explosive unpublished accounts to give unparalleled insight into the man at the heart of global
politics.
This book examines the evolution of Russia’s security policy under Putin in the 21st century, using a critical security studies
approach. Drawing on critical approaches to security the book investigates the interrelationship between the internal-external
nexus and the politics of (in)security and regime-building in Putin’s Russia. In so doing, it evaluates the way that this evolving
relationship between state identities and security discourses framed the construction of individual security policies, and how, in
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turn, individual issues can impact on the meta-discourses of state and security agendas. To this end, the (de)securitisation
discourses and practices towards the issue of Chechnya are examined as a case study. In so doing, this study has wider
implications for how we read Russia as a security actor through an approach that emphasises the importance of taking into
account its security culture, the interconnection between internal/external security priorities and the dramatic changes that have
taken place in Russia’s conceptions of itself, national and security priorities and conceptualisation of key security issues, in this
case Chechnya. These aspects of Russia’s security agenda remain somewhat of a neglected area of research, but, as argued in
this book, offer structuring and framing implications for how we understand Russia’s position towards security issues, and perhaps
those of rising powers more broadly. This book will be of much interest to students of Russian security, critical security studies and
IR.
Illustrated investigation of the forces fighting today's civil war in Ukraine, including Russian regular and clandestine units. Using his
extensive contacts in both Russia and Ukraine, and access to a mass of official and unofficial sources, Mark Galeotti presents a
thorough and intriguing primer on all the forces involved in the ongoing conflict in the Ukraine. Supported by specially
commissioned artwork, he analyzes both the progress of the war, and what it teaches us about Russia's current military
capabilities. In February 2014, street protests in Kiev and other Ukrainian cities led to the ousting of the Russian-backed President
Yanukovych. The so-called Euromaidan Revolution saw many changes to the Ukraine's constitution, but the violent reaction in the
east and south of the country led to armed counter-revolution, unofficially backed by Russia. This conflict is the essential example
of Russia's new policy of "hybrid warfare", which blends propaganda, misinformation, and the deployment of "deniable" Special
Forces and regular troops alongside proxies and mercenaries to achieve its strategic ends.
The dangerous turmoil provoked by the breakdown in Russo-Ukrainian relations in recent years has escalated into a crisis that
now afflicts both European and global affairs. Few so far have looked at the crisis from the point of view of Russo-Ukrainian
relations, a gap this edited collections seeks to address.

On May 14-15, 1905, in the Tsushima Straits near Japan, an entire Russian fleet was annihilated, its ships sunk,
scattered, or captured by the Japanese. In the deciding battle of the Russo-Japanese War, the Japanese lost only three
destroyers but the Russians lost twenty-two ships and thousands of sailors. It was the first modern naval battle,
employing all the new technology of destruction. The old imperial navy was woefully unprepared. The defeat at Tsushima
was the last and greatest of many indignities suffered by the Russian fleet, which had traveled halfway around the world
to reach the battle, dogged every mile by bad luck and misadventure. Their legendary admiral, dubbed "Mad Dog," led
them on an extraordinary eighteen-thousand-mile journey from the Baltic Sea, around Europe, Africa, and Asia, to the
Sea of Japan. They were burdened by the Tsar's incompetent leadership and the old, slow ships that he insisted be
included to bulk up the fleet. Moreover, they were under constant fear of attack, and there were no friendly ports to
supply coal, food, and fresh water. The level of self-sufficiency attained by this navy was not seen again until the Second
World War. The battle of Tsushima is among the top five naval battles in history, equal in scope and drama to those of
Lepanto, Trafalgar, Jutland, and Midway, yet despite its importance it has been long neglected in the West. With a
novelist's eye and a historian's authority, Constantine Pleshakov tells of the Russian squadron's long, difficult journey and
fast, horrible defeat.
Reassessing the Soviet response to the Nazi invasion of Russia, the author portrays Stalin as an ineffective and
paralyzed military leader who allowed hundreds of thousands of his soldiers to be slaughtered in the first ten days of the
invasion. Reprint.
The war in Ukraine, and Vladimir Putin's bid to overturn the post-Cold War international settlement in Europe, have
forced many Western governments to reappraise their approach to Russia. Until 2003, it was widely believed that a
modernizing Russia might be accommodated into the international system as a constructive and benign actor. Variations
on this view have given way to the realization that Russia, on its present course, cannot be a partner or ally, and that
differences outweigh any common interests. Russia needs reform, but the domestic political obstacles to it are daunting.
At the same time, if Moscow maintains its current course, in both economic management and international relations, this
will be increasingly dangerous for Europe and costly, if not disastrous, for Russia. The questions addressed in this report
are how far those costs will rise, whether Russia can bear them, what will happen if it cannot, and how the West should
respond in the near and longer term.
This book provides a comprehensive and systematic overview of Putin’s third term as Russia’s president. It covers
political, international relations, economic and social issues, and provides a balanced assessment of Putin’s successes
and failures. These include the conflict in Ukraine, the annexation of Crimea, scandals associated with the Olympics,
Russia’s increasing involvement with Asia, including with the Shanghai Co-operation Organisation, and shifts in the
economy away from huge reliance on energy resources. The book sets Putin’s activities as president in their wider
context, discussing his overall popularity, the weakness of potential opposition and the development of the Russian
Federation as a relatively new state.
From the deserts of Sudan to the jungles of Colombia, and from the streets of Belfast to the mountains of Kurdistan,
paramilitaries have appeared in violent conflicts in very different settings. Paramilitaries are generally depicted as
irregular armed organizations that carry out acts of violence against civilians on behalf of a state. In doing so, they
undermine the state's monopoly of legitimate violence, while at the same time creating a breeding ground for criminal
activities. Why do governments with functioning police forces and armies use paramilitary groups? This study tackles this
question through the prism of the interpenetration of paramilitaries and the state. The author interprets paramilitarism as
the ability of the state to successfully outsource mass political violence against civilians that transforms and traumatizes
societies. It analyses how paramilitarism can be understood in global context, and how paramilitarism is connected to
transformations of warfare and state-society relations. By comparing a broad range of cases, it looks at how
paramilitarism has made a profound impact in a large number of countries that were different, but nevertheless shared a
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history of pro-government militia activity. A thorough understanding of paramilitarism can clarify the direction and intensity
of violence in wartime and peacetime. The volume examines the issues of international involvement, institutional support,
organized crime, party politics, and personal ties.
A Library Journal 2020 Title to Watch Russia's epic and dramatic history told in an accessible, lively and short form, from
Ivan the Terrible to Vladimir Putin via Catherine the Great, the Russian Revolution and the fall of the USSR. Russia is a
country with no natural borders, no single ethnic group, no true central identity. At the crossroads of Europe and Asia, it
has been subject to invasion by outsiders, from Vikings to Mongols, from Napoleon's French to Hitler's Germans. In order
to forge an identity, it has mythologized its past to unite its people and to signal strength to outsiders. In A Short History
of Russia, Mark Galeotti explores the history of this fascinating, glorious, desperate and exasperating country through
two intertwined issues: the way successive influences from beyond its borders have shaped Russia, and the way
Russians came to terms with this influence, writing and rewriting their past to understand their present and try to
influence their future. In turn, this self-invented history has come to affect not just their constant nation-building project
but also their relations with the world.
This volume examines the role of Russia in the world under President Putin’s rule. When the Soviet Union disintegrated
after the Cold War, Russia seemingly embarked on the establishment of a democratic political system and seemed intent
on joining the liberal international order. However, under President Putin’s rule, there have been dramatic shifts in
Russian domestic and foreign policies, in order to re-establish itself as a great power. This book examines broad aspects
of Russian political culture and threat perception, such as Russia’s reaction to NATO expansion; its information warfare
and energy policies; and its policy towards the Global South, especially the Middle East and Africa. The objective of the
analyses is to explain the factors that influence Russian foreign policy, and to show how and why Russian relations with
the European Union and the United States have deteriorated so rapidly in recent years. The volume introduces an
alternative approach to the standard realist perspective, which often underlies existing analyses of Russian policy –
namely, the work offers a theoretical perspective that focuses on the Russian sense of identity and on ontological
security. This book will be of much interest to students of Russian foreign policy, security studies, and International
Relations.
Provides an account of the major international crisis in Crimea and explains the missteps made on all sides.
Who is Alexei Navalny? Poisoned in August 2020 and transported to Germany for treatment, the politician returned to Russia in January 2021
in the full glare of the world media. His immediate detention at passport control set the stage for an explosive showdown with Vladimir Putin.
But Navalny means very different things to different people. To some, he is a democratic hero. To others, he is betraying the Motherland. To
others still, he is a dangerous nationalist. This book explores the many dimensions of Navalny’s political life, from his pioneering anticorruption investigations to his ideas and leadership of a political movement. It also looks at how his activities and the Kremlin’s strategies
have shaped one another. Navalny makes sense of this divisive character, revealing the contradictions of a man who is the second most
important political figure in Russia—even when behind bars. In order to understand modern Russia, you need to understand Alexei Navalny.
The Routledge Handbook of Russian Security offers a comprehensive collection of essays on all aspects of Russian security and foreign
policy by international scholars from across the world. The volume identifies key contemporary topics of research and debate and takes into
account the changes that have occurred in the study of Russian security strategy since the end of the Cold War. The handbook is organised
into five sections: The theory and nature of Russian security policy The domestic and foreign policy nexus Instruments used by Russia in
pursuing its security Global and regional aspects of Russian security and foreign policy Case studies of Russian involvement in a series of
security conflicts. The book concludes with case studies of the major examples of Russian involvement and operations in a series of security
conflicts, including that in Georgia, the intervention in Ukraine and occupation of Crimea, and the ongoing Civil War in Syria. This volume will
be of great interest to students of Russian security, strategic studies, foreign policy, European politics, and International Relations in general.
The raging question in the world today is who is the real Vladimir Putin and what are his intentions. Karen Dawisha’s brilliant Putin’s
Kleptocracy provides an answer, describing how Putin got to power, the cabal he brought with him, the billions they have looted, and his plan
to restore the Greater Russia. Russian scholar Dawisha describes and exposes the origins of Putin’s kleptocratic regime. She presents
extensive new evidence about the Putin circle’s use of public positions for personal gain even before Putin became president in 2000. She
documents the establishment of Bank Rossiya, now sanctioned by the US; the rise of the Ozero cooperative, founded by Putin and others
who are now subject to visa bans and asset freezes; the links between Putin, Petromed, and “Putin’s Palace” near Sochi; and the role of
security officials from Putin’s KGB days in Leningrad and Dresden, many of whom have maintained their contacts with Russian organized
crime. Putin’s Kleptocracy is the result of years of research into the KGB and the various Russian crime syndicates. Dawisha’s sources
include Stasi archives; Russian insiders; investigative journalists in the US, Britain, Germany, Finland, France, and Italy; and Western officials
who served in Moscow. Russian journalists wrote part of this story when the Russian media was still free. “Many of them died for this story,
and their work has largely been scrubbed from the Internet, and even from Russian libraries,” Dawisha says. “But some of that work
remains.”
A nuclear priesthood has arisen in Russia. From portable churches to the consecration of weapons systems, the Russian Orthodox Church
has been integrated into every facet of the armed forces to become a vital part of Russian national security, politics, and identity. This
extraordinary intertwining of church and military is nowhere more visible than in the nuclear weapons community, where the priesthood has
penetrated all levels of command and the Church has positioned itself as a guardian of the state's nuclear potential. Russian Nuclear
Orthodoxy considers how, since the Soviet collapse in 1991, the Church has worked its way into the nuclear forces, the most significant wing
of one of the world's most powerful military organizations. Dmitry Adamsky describes how the Orthodox faith has merged with Russian
national identity as the Church continues to expand its influence on foreign and domestic politics. The Church both legitimizes and influences
Moscow's assertive national security strategy in the twenty-first century. This book sheds light on the role of faith in modern militaries and
highlights the implications of this phenomenon for international security. Ultimately, Russian Nuclear Orthodoxy interrogates the implications
of the confluence of religion and security for other members of the nuclear club, beyond Russia.
Russia employs a sophisticated social media campaign against former Soviet states that includes news tweets, nonattributed comments on
web pages, troll and bot social media accounts, and fake hashtag and Twitter campaigns. Nowhere is this threat more tangible than in
Ukraine. Researchers analyzed social media data and conducted interviews with regional and security experts to understand the critical
ingredients to countering this campaign.
A wake-up call that aims to restore our understanding of the basis of our way of life, from the author of international bestseller On Tyranny.
‘One of the best...brisk, conceptually convincing account of democracy’s retreat in the early years of 21st century’ Guardian The past is
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another country, the old saying goes. The same might be said of the future. But which country? For Europeans and Americans today, the
answer is Russia. In this visionary work of contemporary history, Timothy Snyder shows how Russia works within the West to destroy the
West; by supporting the far right in Europe, invading Ukraine in 2014, and waging a cyberwar during the 2016 presidential campaign and the
EU referendum. Nowhere is this more obvious than in the creation of Donald Trump, an American failure deployed as a Russian weapon. But
this threat presents an opportunity to better understand the pillars of our freedoms and face the choices that will determine the future: equality
or oligarchy, individualism or totalitarianism, truth or lies. ‘A brilliant and disturbing analysis, which should be read by anyone wishing to
understand the political crisis currently engulfing the world’ Yuval Noah Harari, bestselling author of Sapiens
A world-renowned economist offers cogent and powerful reflections on one of the great avoidable economic catastrophes of the modern era
The economic crisis in Greece is a potential international disaster and one of the most extraordinary monetary and political dramas of our
time. The financial woes of this relatively small European nation threaten the long-term viability of the Euro while exposing the flaws in the
ideal of continental unity. "Solutions" proposed by Europe's combined leadership have sparked a war of prideful words and stubborn oneupmanship, and they are certain to fail, according to renowned economist James K. Galbraith, because they are designed for failure. It is this
hypocrisy that prompted former finance minister Yanis Varoufakis, when Galbraith arrived in Athens as an adviser, to greet him with the
words "Welcome to the poisoned chalice." In this fascinating, insightful, and thought-provoking collection of essays--which includes letters
and private memos to both American and Greek officials, as well as other previously unpublished material--Galbraith examines the crisis, its
causes, its course, and its meaning, as well as the viability of the austerity program imposed on the Greek citizenry. It is a trenchant, deeply
felt commentary on what the author calls "economic policy as moral abomination," and an eye-opening analysis of a contemporary Greek
tragedy much greater than the tiny economy of the nation itself.
Presents the authors' theory about the sovietization of Eastern Europe, and examines the communications between Mao, Stalin, and Kim Il
Sung that brought about the Korean War

This excellent reference source brings together hard-to-find information on the constituent units of the Russian
Federation. The introduction examines the Russian Federation as a whole, followed by a chronology, demographic and
economic statistics, and a review of the Federal Government. The second section comprises territorial surveys, each of
which includes a current map. This edition includes surveys covering the annexed (and disputed) territories of Crimea
and Sevastopol, as well as updated surveys of each of the other 83 federal subjects. The third section comprises a select
bibliography of books. The fourth section features a series of indexes, listing the territories alphabetically, by Federal
Okrug and Economic Area. Users will also find a gazetteer of selected alternative and historic names, a list of the
territories abolished, created or reconstituted in the post-Soviet period, and an index of more than 100 principal cities,
detailing the territory in which each is located.
Ever since Vladimir Putin came to power in Russia, his critics have turned up dead on a regular basis. According to Amy
Knight, this is no coincidence. In Orders to Kill, the KGB scholar ties dozens of victims together to expose a campaign of
political murder during Putin’s reign that even includes terrorist attacks such as the Boston Marathon bombing. Russia is
no stranger to political murder, from the tsars to the Soviets to the Putin regime, during which many journalists, activists
and political opponents have been killed. Kremlin defenders like to say, “There is no proof,” however convenient these
deaths have been for Putin, and, unsurprisingly, because he controls all investigations, Putin is never seen holding a
smoking gun. Orders to Kill is a story long hidden in plain sight with huge ramifications.
In the tradition of Hedrick Smith's The Russians, Robert G. Kaiser's Russia: The People and the Power, and David
Remnick's Lenin's Tomb comes an eloquent and eye-opening chronicle of Vladimir Putin's Russia, from this generation's
leading Moscow correspondents. With the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia launched itself on a fitful transition
to Western-style democracy. But a decade later, Boris Yeltsin's handpicked successor, Vladimir Putin, a childhood
hooligan turned KGB officer who rose from nowhere determined to restore the order of the Soviet past, resolved to bring
an end to the revolution. Kremlin Rising goes behind the scenes of contemporary Russia to reveal the culmination of
Project Putin, the secret plot to reconsolidate power in the Kremlin. During their four years as Moscow bureau chiefs for
The Washington Post, Peter Baker and Susan Glasser witnessed firsthand the methodical campaign to reverse the postSoviet revolution and transform Russia back into an authoritarian state. Their gripping narrative moves from the unlikely
rise of Putin through the key moments of his tenure that re-centralized power into his hands, from his decision to take
over Russia's only independent television network to the Moscow theater siege of 2002 to the "managed democracy"
elections of 2003 and 2004 to the horrific slaughter of Beslan's schoolchildren in 2004, recounting a four-year period that
has changed the direction of modern Russia. But the authors also go beyond the politics to draw a moving and vivid
portrait of the Russian people they encountered -- both those who have prospered and those barely surviving -- and
show how the political flux has shaped individual lives. Opening a window to a country on the brink, where behind the
gleaming new shopping malls all things Soviet are chic again and even high school students wonder if Lenin was right
after all, Kremlin Rising features the personal stories of Russians at all levels of society, including frightened army
deserters, an imprisoned oil billionaire, Chechen villagers, a trendy Moscow restaurant king, a reluctant underwear
salesman, and anguished AIDS patients in Siberia. With shrewd reporting and unprecedented access to Putin's insiders,
Kremlin Rising offers both unsettling new revelations about Russia's leader and a compelling inside look at life in the land
that he is building. As the first major book on Russia in years, it is an extraordinary contribution to our understanding of
the country and promises to shape the debate about Russia, its uncertain future, and its relationship with the United
States.
The contributions gathered in this fascinating collection, in which scholars from a diverse range of disciplines share their
perspectives on Russian covert activities known as Russian active measures, help readers observe the profound
influence of Russian covert action on foreign states’ policies, cultures, people’s mentality, and social institutions, past
and present. Disinformation, forgeries, major show trials, cooptation of Western academia, memory, and cyber wars, and
changes in national and regional security doctrines of states targeted by Russia constitute an incomplete list of topics
discussed in this volume. Most importantly, through a nexus of perspectives and through the prism of new documents
discovered in the former KGB archives, the texts highlight the enormous scale and the legacies of Soviet/Russian covert
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action. Because of Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and its on-going war in Ukraine’s Donbas, Ukraine lately
gained international recognition as the epicenter of Russian disinformation campaigns, invigorating popular and scholarly
interest in conventional and non-conventional warfare. The studies included in this collection illuminate the objectives and
implications of Russia’s attempts to ideologically subvert Ukraine as well as other nations. Examining them through
historical lenses reveals a cultural clash between Russia and the West in general.
The first English-language book to document the men who emerged from the gulags to become Russia's much-feared
crime class: the vory v zakone Mark Galeotti is the go-to expert on organized crime in Russia, consulted by governments
and police around the world. Now, Western readers can explore the fascinating history of the vory v zakone, a group that
has survived and thrived amid the changes brought on by Stalinism, the Cold War, the Afghan War, and the end of the
Soviet experiment. The vory--as the Russian mafia is also known--was born early in the twentieth century, largely in the
Gulags and criminal camps, where they developed their unique culture. Identified by their signature tattoos, members
abided by the thieves' code, a strict system that forbade all paid employment and cooperation with law enforcement and
the state. Based on two decades of on-the-ground research, Galeotti's captivating study details the vory's journey to
power from their early days to their adaptation to modern-day Russia's free-wheeling oligarchy and global opportunities
beyond.
Fully revised and updated to reflect the considerable changes in Russia over the last decade, the fifth edition of this
classic text builds on the strengths of previous editions to provide a comprehensive and sophisticated analysis of Russian
politics and society. The new edition incorporates the latest debates about Russian politics, analysing recent institutional
and political developments, and examines the electoral cycle and prospects of the president elected at the end of the
process. New to this edition: an evaluation of Putin’s leadership and the country's political performance under him;
updated election results and demographic, social, ethnic/national statistics to include results of the 2010 census; changes
in the party system, to electoral legislation and to the composition of parliament as well as the relationship between the
executive and legislature; coverage of the constitutional changes and governmental appointments under the various
prime ministers; more analysis of economic performance including discussion of the energy sector and pipeline politics;
changes in Russian foreign policy since EU enlargement, its relationship with NATO since the ‘reset’, as well as its
relations with post-Soviet states; assessment of the military reforms and security and defence policy; debates over the
question of democracy in Russia today, the nature of the system, and its future prospects. Written in an accessible and
lively style, this book is packed with detailed information on the central debates and issues in Russia’s difficult
transformation. An unrivalled textbook on the subject it is essential reading for all those concerned with the fate of
Russia, and with the future of international society.
" Vladimir Putin's intervention into the Georgia/South Ossetia conflict in summer 2008 was quickly recognized by Western
critics as an attempt by Russia to increase its presence and power in the "near abroad," or the independent states of the
former Soviet Union that Russia still regards as its wards. Though the global economic recession that began in 2008
moved the incident to the back of the world's mind, Russia surged to the forefront again six years later when they
invaded the heavily Russian Crimea in Ukraine and annexed it. In contrast to the earlier Georgia episode, this new
conflict has generated a crisis of global proportions, forcing European countries to rethink their relationship with Russia
and their reliance on it for energy supplies, as Russia was now squeezing natural gas from what is technically Ukraine. In
Near Abroad, the eminent political geographer Gerard Toal analyzes Russia's recent offensive actions in the near
abroad, focusing in particular on the ways in which both the West and Russia have relied on Cold War-era rhetorical and
emotional tropes that distort as much as they clarify. In response to Russian aggression, US critics quickly turned to triedand-true concepts like "spheres of influence" to condemn the Kremlin. Russia in turn has brought back its long tradition of
criticizing western liberalism and degeneracy to grandly rationalize its behavior in what are essentially local border
skirmishes. It is this tendency to resort to the frames of earlier eras that has led the conflicts to "jump scales," moving
from the regional to the global level in short order. The ambiguities and contradictions that result when nations marshal
traditional geopolitical arguments-rooted in geography, territory, and old understandings of distance-further contributes to
the escalation of these conflicts. Indeed, Russia's belligerence toward Georgia stemmed from concern about its possible
entry into NATO, an organization of states thousands of miles away. American hawks also strained credulity by
portraying Georgia as a nearby ally in need of assistance. Similarly, the threat of NATO to the Ukraine looms large in the
Kremlin's thinking, and many Ukrainians themselves self-identify with the West despite their location in Eastern Europe.
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