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'Informative and persuasive enough to rouse the most ardent couch pototo' New Scientist Walking upright on two feet is a
uniquely human skill. It defines us as a species. It enabled us to walk out of Africa and to spread as far as Alaska and
Australia. It freed our hands and freed our minds. We put one foot in front of the other without thinking – yet how many of
us know how we do that, or appreciate the advantages it gives us? In this hymn to walking, neuroscientist Shane O’Mara
invites us to marvel at the benefits it confers on our bodies and minds, and urges us to appreciate – and exercise – our
miraculous ability. SUNDAY INDEPENDENT BOOK OF THE WEEK AGreatRead and ArgosyBooks BOOK OF THE
MONTH
A "New York Times" Notable Book, "The Debt to Pleasure" is a wickedly funny ode to food as the novel's snobbish
narrator instructs readers in his philosophy on everything from the erotics of dislike to the psychology of the menu.
From the former New York Times Asia correspondent and author of China's Second Continent, an incisive investigation
of China's ideological development as it becomes an ever more aggressive player in regional and global diplomacy. For
many years after its reform and opening in 1978, China maintained an attitude of false modesty about its ambitions. That
role, reports Howard French, has been set aside. China has asserted its place among the global heavyweights, revealing
its plans for pan-Asian dominance by building its navy, increasing territorial claims to areas like the South China Sea, and
diplomatically bullying smaller players. Underlying this attitude is a strain of thinking that casts China's present-day
actions in decidedly historical terms, as the path to restoring the dynastic glory of the past. If we understand how that
historical identity relates to current actions, in ways ideological, philosophical, and even legal, we can learn to forecast
just what kind of global power China stands to become--and to interact wisely with a future peer. Steeped in deeply
researched history as well as on-the-ground reporting, this is French at his revelatory best.
In 2014's The Accidental Superpower, geopolitical strategist Peter Zeihan made the case that geographic, demographic
and energy trends were unravelling the global system. Zeihan takes the story a step further in The Absent Superpower,
mapping out the threats and opportunities as the world descends into Disorder.
The United States has been the world's dominant power for more than a century. Now many analysts believe that other
countries are rising and the United States is in decline. Is the unipolar moment over? Is America finished as a
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superpower? In this book, Michael Beckley argues that the United States has unique advantages over other nations that,
if used wisely, will allow it to remain the world's sole superpower throughout this century. We are not living in a
transitional, post-Cold War era. Instead, we are in the midst of what he calls the unipolar era—a period as singular and
important as any epoch in modern history. This era, Beckley contends, will endure because the US has a much larger
economic and military lead over its closest rival, China, than most people think and the best prospects of any nation to
amass wealth and power in the decades ahead. Deeply researched and brilliantly argued, this book covers hundreds of
years of great power politics and develops new methods for measuring power and predicting the rise and fall of nations.
By documenting long-term trends in the global balance of power and explaining their implications for world politics, the
book provides guidance for policymakers, businesspeople, and scholars alike.
Bold Endeavors is a compelling narrative of ten large and transformative events in American history. It is an absorbing
journey through the past as we read about determined national leaders -- Jefferson, Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, FDR, and
Eisenhower -- who found the will, steadiness, and political acumen to make decisions that were often unpopular but that
proved to be visionary -- decisions that are the building blocks of America's destiny. Rohatyn begins with the diplomatic
intrigues of the Louisiana Purchase, which doubled the size of the country; moves to the controversial construction of the
Erie Canal, which opened a water route to the West; then continues to Lincoln's resolute support for the transcontinental
railroad, Land Grant colleges, and the Homestead Act; documents the strategy -- and ruthless determination -- that built
the Panama Canal; details the visionary and pragmatic politics that allowed FDR to bring electricity to rural America and
use the Reconstruction Finance Act to help pull the country from the grip of the Depression; captures the foresight of
national purpose which led to the G.I. Bill, which propelled the nation forward; and describes the creation of the interstate
highway system that modernized America. Bold Endeavors is an urgent call for present-day action in this time of grave
national crisis. "The nation is falling apart -- literally," Rohatyn warns. "America's roads and bridges, schools and
hospitals, airports and roadways, ports and dams, water lines and air control systems -- the country's entire infrastructure
is rapidly and dangerously deteriorating." To reverse this catastrophic degeneration and create tens of thousands of new
jobs, Rohatyn offers a carefully reasoned and practical solution. Bold and imaginative political leadership must use the
power and the resources of the federal government to finance the rebuilding of the nation's infrastructure. Rohatyn's pageturning case studies are precedents for purposeful, resourceful, and tenacious leadership that is necessary to accomplish
both the rebuilding of America and the country's emergence from its present financial crisis. These bold endeavors from
the nation's past are instructive, a guide and an inspiration for Americans today. If the nation is to be rebuilt and its
infrastructure renewed, if the country is to emerge from the present economic crisis and reclaim its position of unqualified
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strength and leadership in world affairs, then it must be guided by the vision, determination, and investments that
originally helped create a secure and prosperous America.
While Madoka continues to deliberate over the decision to join Akemi as a magical girl, her best friend, Sayaka, seizes
the chance to wish for the recovery of the boy she loves. But when Sayaka is caught in a territory dispute with a more
experienced (and more deadly) magical girl named Kyouko, Madoka is reminded that being a magical girl is more than a
matter of donning a frilly costume and fighting evil...it is also a matter of life and death!
One of the great myths of the twentieth century is that after the Second World War Britain simply relinquished its power
and America quickly embraced its worldwide political and military commitments. Instead the two allies improvised an
uneasy, shifting partnership for twelve long years while most of western Europe lay in turmoil and Russia grew more
aggressive. But in 1957 Washington issued a ‘declaration of independence’ from British authority. It was then that
everything changed, and America assumed leadership of the new world order just taking shape. Derek Leebaert spins a
riveting global narrative of Britain as the original superpower and shows why the Americans kept believing it to be
indispensable. It’s the story of secret ties, diplomatic quarrels and military interventions that casts political giants
Churchill, Truman, Eisenhower and Johnson in a new light. In a volatile world of decolonisation, a uniting Europe and the
Suez Crisis, shrewd men in London were leveraging the empire’s long-established resources and influence to maintain
their grip on power. The enduring notion of a special relationship, rising tensions with Russia and China, and the sources
of much of the world’s turmoil can’t be understood without knowing what really occurred.
Peabody Award-winning broadcaster and National Humanities Medalist Krista Tippett has interviewed the most extraordinary
voices examining the great questions of meaning for our time. The heart of her work on her national public radio program and
podcast, On Being, has been to shine a light on people whose insights kindle in us a sense of wonder and courage. Scientists in a
variety of fields; theologians from an array of faiths; poets, activists, and many others have all opened themselves up to Tippett's
compassionate yet searching conversation. In Becoming Wise, Tippett distills the insights she has gleaned from this luminous
conversation in its many dimensions into a coherent narrative journey, over time and from mind to mind. The book is a master
class in living, curated by Tippett and accompanied by a delightfully ecumenical dream team of teaching faculty. The open
questions and challenges of our time are intimate and civilizational all at once, Tippett says - definitions of when life begins and
when death happens, of the meaning of community and family and identity, of our relationships to technology and through
technology. The wisdom we seek emerges through the raw materials of the everyday. And the enduring question of what it means
to be human has now become inextricable from the question of who we are to each other. This book offers a grounded and fiercely
hopeful vision of humanity for this century - of personal growth but also renewed public life and human spiritual evolution. It insists
on the possibility of a common life for this century marked by resilience and redemption, with beauty as a core moral value and
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simplifications but still find the golden threads that weave people and ideas together into a shimmering braid. One powerful
common denominator of the lessons imparted to Tippett is the gift of presence, of the exhilaration of engagement with life for its
own sake, not as a means to an end. But presence does not mean passivity or acceptance of the status quo. Indeed Tippett and
her teachers are people whose work meets, and often drives, powerful forces of change alive in the world today. In the end,
perhaps the greatest blessing conveyed by the lessons of spiritual genius Tippett harvests in Becoming Wise is the strength to
meet the world where it really is, and then to make it better.
When a country is threatened by an insurgency, what efforts give its government the best chance of prevailing? Contemporary
discourse on this subject is voluminous and often contentious. Advice for the counterinsurgent is often based on little more than
common sense, a general understanding of history, or a handful of detailed examples, instead of a solid, systematically collected
body of historical evidence. A 2010 RAND study challenged this trend with rigorous analyses of all 30 insurgencies that started
and ended between 1978 and 2008. This update to that original study expanded the data set, adding 41 new cases and comparing
all 71 insurgencies begun and completed worldwide since World War II. With many more cases to compare, the study was able to
more rigorously test the previous findings and address critical questions that the earlier study could not. For example, it could
examine the approaches that led counterinsurgency forces to prevail when an external actor was involved in the conflict. It was
also able to address questions about timing and duration, such as which factors affect the duration of insurgencies and the
durability of the resulting peace, as well as how long historical counterinsurgency forces had to engage in effective practices
before they won. A companion volume, Paths to Victory: Detailed Insurgency Case Studies, offers in-depth narrative overviews of
each of the 41 additional cases; the original 30 cases are presented in Victory Has a Thousand Fathers: Detailed
Counterinsurgency Case Studies.
The next step in personal effectiveness, by the acclaimed author of The Accidental Creative and Die Empty. There has never been
a better time to build an audience around your idea or product. But with so many people and companies clamoring for attention,
it’s also more challenging than ever to do work that deeply resonates with the marketplace and creates true and lasting impact.
According to Todd Henry, the key to standing apart from the noise is to find your unique voice. Those who identify and develop
their voices will gain more attention and wield more influence. But first they have to identify what they truly stand for, develop a
compelling vision, and become masters of expressing their ideas in whatever media they choose. Henry offers strategies,
exercises, and true stories that illustrate the five attributes of resonant work: • Authenticity: Uncover the narratives that are at the
core of your personal and professional identity. • Uniqueness: Identify what makes your work distinct from that of others, and learn
to creatively package and present your message. • Consonance: Cultivate internal consistency and harmony in your work. •
Empathy: Listen to your audience’s aspirations and struggles to make your message more compelling. • Timing: Learn how to
coordinate your work with ideas that already have cultural momentum. Making your work speak is a life-long process of trial, error,
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and realignment.
book will help readers build a body of work that resonates deeply and achieves lasting impact.
"Not many living artists would be sufficiently brave or inspired to attempt reflecting in art what Borges constructs in words. But the
detailed, evocative etchings by Erik Desmazieres provide a perfect counterpoint to the visionary prose. Like Borges, Desmazieres
has created his own universe, his own definition of the meaning, topography and geography of the Library of Babel. Printed
together, with the etchings reproduced in fine-line duotone, text and art unite to present an artist's book that belongs in the circle of
Borges's sacrosanct Crimson Hexagon - "books smaller than natural books, books omnipotent, illustrated, and magical.""--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
In the bestselling tradition of The World Is Flat and The Next 100 Years, THE ACCIDENTAL SUPERPOWER will be a much
discussed, contrarian, and eye-opening assessment of American power. Near the end of the Second World War, the United States
made a bold strategic gambit that rewired the international system. Empires were abolished and replaced by a global arrangement
enforced by the U.S. Navy. With all the world's oceans safe for the first time in history, markets and resources were made
available for everyone. Enemies became partners. We think of this system as normal-it is not. We live in an artificial world on
borrowed time. In THE ACCIDENTAL SUPERPOWER, international strategist Peter Zeihan examines how the hard rules of
geography are eroding the American commitment to free trade; how much of the planet is aging into a mass retirement that will
enervate markets and capital supplies; and how, against all odds, it is the ever-ravenous American economy that-alone among the
developed nations-is rapidly approaching energy independence. Combined, these factors are doing nothing less than overturning
the global system and ushering in a new (dis)order. For most, that is a disaster-in-waiting, but not for the Americans. The shale
revolution allows Americans to sidestep an increasingly dangerous energy market. Only the United States boasts a youth
population large enough to escape the sucking maw of global aging. Most important, geography will matter more than ever in a deglobalizing world, and America's geography is simply sublime.
For much of the twentieth century, Europe dominated global attention. Two world wars were won and lost on its battle fields, and
the great ideological struggles of the Cold War were played out in its cities. The Atlantic Ocean was the locus of international
power. This is no longer the case, as bestselling author Robert D. Kaplan deftly proves in Monsoon. He shows how the rise of
India, Pakistan, China, Indonesia, Burma and Oman, among others, represents a crucial shift in the global balance of power. It is
in 'Monsoon Asia' that the fight for democracy, energy independence and religious freedom will be lost or won. It is here that
European interests are being replaced by Chinese and Indian influences, and where the often tense dialogue is taking place
between Islam and the West. It is towards this region that global powers need to shift their focus if they are to remain dominant in
the new century.
My mouth watered when first I saw the publication of this title, as it promised a next step in the exploration of cultural phenomena
from within a culture s view and vision of itself. George Simons, Delta Intercultural Academy Essential reading for all practitioners
and researchers who seek to gain greater insights on cultural differences and leadership competencies. Rosalie Tung, Simon
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Fraser University,
President, Academy of Management and author of 11 books including Learning from World Class
Companies This fascinating collection of local mythology shows how widely leadership models differ across nations, and how
deeply these differences are rooted. True global leadership is based on empathy with local variety. Geert Hofstede, Maastricht
University, The Netherlands, author of Culture s Consequences: Comparing Values, Behaviors, Institutions and Organizations
Across Nations I have yet to come across a more captivating study of global leadership patterns. The reader is taken into largely
unchartered territory linking globalisation, culture and leadership. Delving deep into folklore, mythology and spirituality we begin to
understand how these are manifested in human behaviour and are exhibited in leadership styles. A must-read! S. Ramadorai,
CEO of Tata Consultancy Services . . . intriguing and worthy book . . . If you are a voracious reader of books on leadership and
management style, this 4 part book does provide copious food for thought. The extensive bibliographies at the end of every
article/chapter offer excellent suggestions for your further reading and research and it s a great series of 21st century critical
commentaries. The Barrister Magazine This ground-breaking book explains how deep-seated cultural mythologies shape
contemporary global leaders and provides insights into navigating the dynamics and complexities in today s era of globalization.
The authors use myths to uncover core characteristics and values from 20 different cultural contexts spanning all major regions of
the world the Americas, Europe, Africa and the Middle East, and Asia and the Pacific Rim that have evolved over generations and
continue to shape global leadership models. Commentaries are included from practicing managers and leaders to provide real
world insights on the implications of the ideas discussed. International managers and executives, public officials, business
consultants and corporate trainers will welcome the insights on cross-cultural leadership styles. The book will also find interest
from researchers and students across a broad array of professional and social science disciplines.
A masterful account of how sixty years of American militarism created the Cold War, fanned decades of unnecessary conflict,
helped to fuel Islamist terror, and threatens to bankrupt the country. For most of the twentieth century, the sword has led before
the olive branch in American foreign policy. In eye-opening fashion, State vs. Defense shows how America truly operates as a
superpower and explores the constant tension between the diplomats at State and the warriors at Defense. State vs. Defense
characterizes all the great figures who crafted American foreign policy, from George Marshall to Robert McNamara to Henry
Kissinger to Don Rumsfeld with this underlying theme: America has become increasingly imperial and militaristic. Take, for
example, the Pentagon, which as of 2010, acknowledged the concentration of 190,000 troops and 115,000 civilian employees
inside 909 military facilities in 46 countries and territories. The price of America’s military-base network overseas, along with the
expense of its national security state at home, is enormous. The bill comes in at well over $1 trillion. That is equal to nearly 8
percent of GDP and more than 20 percent of the federal budget. (By comparison, China, Russia, Cuba, Iran, and North Korea, the
five countries Pentagon planners routinely trot out as conventional threats to the national well-being, have a cumulative security
budget of just over $200 billion.) Quietly, gradually—and inevitably, given the weight of its colossal budget and imperial writ—the
Pentagon has all but eclipsed the State Department at the center of U.S. foreign policy. In the tradition of classics such as The
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Wise Men, The
Best
and the Brightest, and Legacy of Ashes, State vs. Defense explores how and why American leaders
succumbed to the sirens of militarism, how the republic has been lost to an empire, and how “the military-industrial complex” that
Eisenhower so famously forewarned has set us on a stark path of financial peril.

A humorous and moving coming-of-age story that brings a unique, not-quite-outsider’s perspective to China’s shift from
ancient empire to modern superpower Raised in a strict Chinese-American household in the suburbs, Val Wang dutifully
got good grades, took piano lessons, and performed in a Chinese dance troupe—until she shaved her head and became a
leftist, the stuff of many teenage rebellions. But Val’s true mutiny was when she moved to China, the land her parents
had fled before the Communist takeover in 1949. Val arrives in Beijing in 1998 expecting to find freedom but instead lives
in the old city with her traditional relatives, who wake her at dawn with the sound of a state-run television program playing
next to her cot, make a running joke of how much she eats, and monitor her every move. But outside, she soon discovers
a city rebelling against its roots just as she is, struggling too to find a new, modern identity. Rickshaws make way for
taxicabs, skyscrapers replace hutong courtyard houses, and Beijing prepares to make its debut on the world stage with
the 2008 Olympics. And in the gritty outskirts of the city where she moves, a thriving avant-garde subculture is making art
out of the chaos. Val plunges into the city’s dizzying culture and nightlife and begins shooting a documentary, about a
Peking Opera family who is witnessing the death of their traditional art. Brilliantly observed and winningly told, Beijing
Bastard is a compelling story of a young woman finding her place in the world and of China, as its ancient past gives way
to a dazzling but uncertain future.
Yuri Alexandrovich Bezmenov, was a former KGB officer and journalist who worked for the Novosti Press Agency and
who ultimately defected from the Soviet Union to Canada. Yuri chose freedom. Writing as Tomas Schuman in Love Letter
to America, Yuri describes Soviet genocidal Communism and explains how good it is to be free.
What will happen when China can manufacture nearly everything that the United States and Europe can, at one-third the
cost? It's a ground-shaking question and, when it comes to the West's future economic health, not everyone will want to
hear the answer. The burgeoning output of China's vast low-cost factories and the swelling appetite of its 1.3 billion
consumers, both of which are driven by infusions of foreign capital and technological know-how, are rapidly altering
global commerce. So are China's newfound freedoms, national ambitions, and growing prestige. In CHINA INC., veteran
journalist and former commodities trader, Ted Fishman, shows that economics is just where the story begins. Fishman
paints a vivid picture of how the mega trends radiating out of China are shaping the day-to-day lives of people
everywhere. Drawing on hundreds of interviews with Chinese, European and American workers, managers, and
executives, Fishman also tells how China will force all of us to make big changes in how we think about ourselves as
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consumers, workers, citizens, and even as parents. The result is a richly engaging work of penetrating reportage and
analysis.
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Revenge of Geography comes a sweeping yet intimate story of the
most influential humanitarian you’ve never heard of—Bob Gersony, who spent four decades in crisis zones around the
world. “One of the best accounts examining American humanitarian pursuits over the past fifty years . . . With still greater
challenges on the horizon, we will need to find and empower more people like Bob Gersony—both idealistic and
pragmatic—who can help make the world a more secure place.”—The Washington Post In his long career as an acclaimed
journalist covering the “hot” moments of the Cold War and its aftermath, bestselling author Robert D. Kaplan often found
himself crossing paths with Bob Gersony, a consultant for the U.S. State Department whose quiet dedication and
consequential work made a deep impression on Kaplan. Gersony, a high school dropout later awarded a Bronze Star for
his service in Vietnam, conducted on-the-ground research for the U.S. government in virtually every war and naturaldisaster zone in the world. In Thailand, Central and South America, Sudan, Chad, Mozambique, Rwanda, Gaza, Bosnia,
North Korea, Iraq, and beyond, Gersony never flinched from entering dangerous areas that diplomats could not reach,
sometimes risking his own life. Gersony’s behind-the scenes fact-finding, which included interviews with hundreds of
refugees and displaced persons from each war zone and natural-disaster area, often challenged the assumptions and
received wisdom of the powers that be, on both the left and the right. In nearly every case, his advice and
recommendations made American policy at once smarter and more humane—often dramatically so. In Gersony, Kaplan
saw a powerful example of how American diplomacy should be conducted. In a work that exhibits Kaplan’s signature
talent for combining travel and geography with sharp political analysis, The Good American tells Gersony’s powerful life
story. Set during the State Department’s golden age, this is a story about the loneliness, sweat, and tears and the
genuine courage that characterized Gersony’s work in far-flung places. It is also a celebration of ground-level reporting:
a page-turning demonstration, by one of our finest geopolitical thinkers, of how getting an up-close, worm’s-eye view of
crises and applying sound reason can elicit world-changing results.
The Accidental Superpower: The Next Generation of American Preeminence and the Coming Global Disorder by Peter
Zeihan: Conversation Starters Geopolitics was a central factor in the global politics of the early 20th century but was
relegated to the sides when political theorists paid more attention to economics, ideology, and technology. As the world
advances into the 21st century, geopolitics will continue to play a major factor in the success of powerful nations,
particularly the United States. The US' natural waterway networks, rich agricultural land, and its two oceans inevitably
make the country a global superpower. It is not like China which has geographic features that make the country
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susceptible to political fragmentation. The shale oil revolution in North America will further enable the United States to
continue having the superpower edge for many more years to come. The Accidental Superpower is a book that follows in
the bestselling tradition of The Next 100 Years.. A Brief Look Inside: EVERY GOOD BOOK CONTAINS A WORLD FAR
DEEPER than the surface of its pages. The characters and their world come alive, and the characters and its world still
live on. Conversation Starters is peppered with questions designed to bring us beneath the surface of the page and invite
us into the world that lives on. These questions can be used to create hours of conversation: - Foster a deeper
understanding of the book - Promote an atmosphere of discussion for groups - Assist in the study of the book, either
individually or corporately - Explore unseen realms of the book as never seen before Disclaimer: This book you are about
to enjoy is an independent resource to supplement the original book, enhancing your experience. If you have not yet
purchased a copy of the original book, please do before purchasing this unofficial Conversation Starters. (c) Copyright
2019 Download your copy now on sale Read it on your PC, Mac, iOS or Android smartphone, tablet devices.
From NPR comes the definitive guide to podcasting—featuring step-by-step advice on how to find a unique topic, tell the
best stories, and engage the most listeners, as well as the secrets that will take your pod to the next level. Whoever you
are, whatever you love, there’s a podcast audience waiting for you, and in today’s booming audio storytelling landscape,
it’s never been easier to share your voice with the world. But while the barrier to entry for podcast production is relatively
low (just the cost of a mic and a laptop), the learning curve is steep—and quality matters. That’s where NPR comes in. In
NPR’s Podcast Start Up Guide, Glen Weldon draws on NPR’s extensive educational materials and army of talent—from
recognizable hosts, such as Guy Raz (How I Built This), Gene Demby (Code Switch), Linda Holmes (Pop Culture Happy
Hour), and Yowei Shaw (Invisibilia), to indispensable behind-the-scenes players, such as producers, engineers, and
editors—to guide aspiring podcasters through the conception, creation, and launch of a podcast. Part master class, part
candid informational interview with the best in the business, this book is a must-read for anyone who wants to make their
dream of starting a podcast a reality.
Fernando Henrique Cardoso received a phone call in the middle of the night asking him to be the new Finance Minister of
Brazil. As he put the phone down and stared into the darkness of his hotel room, he feared he'd been handed a political
death sentence. The year was 1993, and he would be responsible for an economy that had had seven different
currencies in the previous eight years to cope with inflation that had run at 3000 percent a year. Brazil had a habit of
chewing up finance ministers with the ferocity of an Amazon piranha. This was just one of the turns in a largely
unscripted and sometimes unwanted political career. In exile during the harshest period of the junta that ruled Brazil for
twenty years, Cardoso started his political life with a tentative run for the Federal Senate in 1978. Within fifteen years,
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and despite himself, this former sociologist was running the country. And what a country! Brazil, it is often said, is on the
edge of modernity, striding with one foot in mid-air towards the future, the other still rooted deep in a traditional past. It is
a land of sophisticated music and brutal gold-digging, of the next global superpower and the last old-time coffee
plantations. It is gloriously ungovernable, irrepressibly attractive, and home to the family, friends and extraordinary life of
Fernando Henrique Cardoso. This is his story and his love song to his country.
A wizard's job is never done! Get fired up for the official sequel to Fairy Tail, with story and layouts by original creator
Hiro Mashima himself. SEEDS OF DESTRUCTION Multiple battles rage on Aldoron's back as Fairy Tail wizards ?ght the
God Seeds. Now free from the White Mage's spell, more and more Fairy Tail members join the ?ght, and an unexpected
ally gives Gajeel a gigantic boost. But everyone is battered and weary from ?ghting the Diabolos wizards and amongst
themselves while under the White Mage's thrall. Is Fairy Tail's talent for destruction enough to bring down a dragon god
the size of a city?
A handful of discoveries have changed the course of human history. This book is about the most recent and potentially
the most powerful and dangerous of them all. It is an invention that allows us to rewrite the genetic code that shapes and
controls all living beings with astonishing accuracy and ease. Thanks to it, the dreams of genetic manipulation have
become a stark reality: the power to cure disease and alleviate suffering, to create new sources of food and energy, as
well as to re-design any species, including humans, for our own ends. Jennifer Doudna is the co-inventor of this
technology - known as CRISPR - and a scientist of worldwide renown. Writing with fellow researcher Samuel Sternberg,
here she provides the definitive account of her discovery, explaining how this wondrous invention works and what it is
capable of. She also asks us to consider what our new-found power means: how do we enjoy its unprecedented benefits
while avoiding its equally unprecedented dangers? The future of humankind - and of all life on Earth - is at stake. This
book is an essential guide to the path that now lies ahead.
The year 2008 marks the beginning of the baby boomer retirementavalanche just as the different demographics in
advanced and mostdeveloping countries are becoming more pronounced. People areworrying again that developments
in global population trends, foodsupply, natural resource availability and climate change raise thequestion as to whether
Malthus was right after all. The Age of Aging explores a unique phenomenon for mankind and,therefore, one that takes
us into uncharted territory. Low birthrates and rising life expectancy are leading to rapid aging and astagnation or fall in
the number of people of working age inWestern societies. Japan is in pole position but will be joinedsoon by other
Western countries, and some emerging marketsincluding China. The book examines the economic effects of aging,the
main proposals for addressing the implications, and how agingsocieties will affect family and social structures, and the
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type ofenvironment in which the baby-boomers' children will grow up. The contrast between the expected old age bulge
in Western nationsand the youth bulge in developing countries has importantimplications for globalization, and for
immigration in Westerncountries - two topics already characterized by rising discontentor opposition. But we have to find
ways of making bothglobalization and immigration work for all, for fear that failuremay lead us down much darker paths.
Aging also brings newchallenges for the world to address in two sensitive areas, thepoliticization of religion and the
management of internationalsecurity. Governments and global institutions will have to takegreater responsibilities to
ensure that public policy responses areappropriate and measured. The challenges arising within aging societies, and the
demographiccontrasts between Western and developing countries make for afractious world - one that is line with the
much-debated 'declineof the West'. The book doesn't flinch from recognizing the ways inwhich this could become more
visible, but also asserts that we canaddress demographic change effectively if governments andstrengthened
international institutions are permitted a larger rolein managing change.
A major new book by New York Times bestselling author and geopolitical forecaster George Friedman (The Next 100
Years), with a bold thesis about coming events in Europe. This provocative work examines “flashpoints,” unique
geopolitical hot spots where tensions have erupted throughout history, and where conflict is due to emerge again. “There
is a temptation, when you are around George Friedman, to treat him like a Magic 8 Ball.” —The New York Times
Magazine With remarkable accuracy, George Friedman has forecasted coming trends in global politics, technology,
population, and culture. In Flashpoints, Friedman focuses on Europe—the world’s cultural and power nexus for the past
five hundred years . . . until now. Analyzing the most unstable, unexpected, and fascinating borderlands of Europe and
Russia—and the fault lines that have existed for centuries and have been ground zero for multiple catastrophic
wars—Friedman highlights, in an unprecedentedly personal way, the flashpoints that are smoldering once again. The
modern-day European Union was crafted in large part to minimize built-in geopolitical tensions that historically have torn
it apart. As Friedman demonstrates, with a mix of rich history and cultural analysis, that design is failing. Flashpoints
narrates a living history of Europe and explains, with great clarity, its most volatile regions: the turbulent and ever-shifting
land dividing the West from Russia (a vast area that currently includes Ukraine, Belarus, and Lithuania); the ancient
borderland between France and Germany; and the Mediterranean, which gave rise to Judaism and Christianity and
became a center of Islamic life. Through Friedman’s seamless narrative of townspeople and rivers and villages, a clear
picture of regions and countries and history begins to emerge. Flashpoints is an engrossing analysis of modern-day
Europe, its remarkable past, and the simmering fault lines that have awakened and will be pivotal in the near future. This
is George Friedman’s most timely and, ultimately, riveting book.
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The author of the acclaimed New York Times bestseller The Next 100 Years now focuses his geopolitical forecasting
acumen on the next decade and the imminent events and challenges that will test America and the world, specifically
addressing the skills that will be required by the decade’s leaders. In the long view, history is seen as a series of
events—but the course of those events is determined by individuals and their actions. During the next ten years, individual
leaders will face significant transitions for their nations: the United States’ relationships with Iran and Israel will be
undergoing changes, China will likely confront a major crisis, and the wars in the Islamic world will subside. Unexpected
energy and technology developments will emerge, and labor shortages will begin to matter more than financial crises.
Distinguished geopolitical forecaster George Friedman analyzes these events from the perspectives of the men and
women leading these global changes, focusing in particular on the American president, who will require extraordinary
skills to shepherd the United States through this transitional period. The Next Decade is a provocative and fascinating
look at the conflicts and opportunities that lie ahead.
Fire Boy is a laugh-out-loud story about friendship, unexpected superpowers, magical sweets, Inca legends and a cat
named Lemon - perfect for fans of My Brother is A Superhero and The Parent Agency. When 11-year-old Aidan receives
a mysterious package of sweets from South America in the post, he and his two best friends Sadie and Hussein eat one
sweet each - and suddenly develop amazing superpowers. Sadie can move objects with her mind. Hussein can control
any electronic device. And Aidan can ignite his body at will...though he can't always control the resulting flames. When
they discover that the sweets were sent by a dangerous criminal who is trying to hunt them down to get them back, they
have to use all their new powers to outwit him ... before everything goes up in a fiery blaze. But can three ordinary kids
keep their powers a secret? Will Aidan learn to control his fiery capabilities? Or will the ultimate bad guy spoil the whole
adventure?
*One of Bloomberg's Best Books of the Year* The master geopolitical forecaster and New York Times bestselling author
of The Next 100 Years focuses on the United States, predicting how the 2020s will bring dramatic upheaval and
reshaping of American government, foreign policy, economics, and culture. In his riveting new book, noted forecaster and
bestselling author George Friedman turns to the future of the United States. Examining the clear cycles through which
the United States has developed, upheaved, matured, and solidified, Friedman breaks down the coming years and
decades in thrilling detail. American history must be viewed in cycles—particularly, an eighty-year "institutional cycle" that
has defined us (there are three such examples—the Revolutionary War/founding, the Civil War, and World War II), and a
fifty-year "socio-economic cycle" that has seen the formation of the industrial classes, baby boomers, and the middle
classes. These two major cycles are both converging on the late 2020s—a time in which many of these foundations will
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change. The United States will have to endure upheaval and possible conflict, but also, ultimately, increased strength,
stability, and power in the world. Friedman's analysis is detailed and fascinating, and covers issues such as the size and
scope of the federal government, the future of marriage and the social contract, shifts in corporate structures, and new
cultural trends that will react to longer life expectancies. This new book is both provocative and entertaining.
A hilarious, illustrated middle-grade adventure about a superhero with no superpowers! "Should appeal to readers who
enjoy the Captain Underpants and Wimpy Kid series.†? - School Library Connection When Murph Cooper begins his new
school several weeks into the year, he can't help but feel a bit out of his depth. And it's not because he's worried about
where to sit, making friends, and fitting in. It's because his mom has accidentally enrolled him at a school for
superheroes. And unlike his fellow students, who can control the weather or fly or conjure tiny horses from thin air, Murph
has no special abilities whatsoever. But Murph's totally normal abilities might just be what the world needs. Because not
far away is a great big bad guy who is half man and half wasp, and his mind is abuzz with evil plans . . . and when he
comes after the best and the brightest, it's up to Murph to be the real hero. With black-and-white illustrations throughout,
this laugh-out-loud story proves that heroes come in all shapes and sizes.
Should we stop caring about fading regional powers like China, Russia, Germany, and Iran? Will the collapse of
international cooperation push France, Turkey, Japan, and Saudi Arabia to the top of international concerns? Most
countries and companies are not prepared for the world Peter Zeihan says we’re already living in. For decades,
America’s allies have depended on its might for their economic and physical security. But as a new age of American
isolationism dawns, the results will surprise everyone. In Disunited Nations, geopolitical strategist Peter Zeihan presents
a series of counterintuitive arguments about the future of a world where trade agreements are coming apart and
international institutions are losing their power. Germany will decline as the most powerful country in Europe, with France
taking its place. Every country should prepare for the collapse of China, not North Korea. We are already seeing, as
Zeihan predicts, a shift in outlook on the Middle East: it is no longer Iran that is the region’s most dangerous threat, but
Saudi Arabia. The world has gotten so accustomed to the “normal” of an American-dominated order that we have all
forgotten the historical norm: several smaller, competing powers and economic systems throughout Europe and Asia.
America isn’t the only nation stepping back from the international system. From Brazil to Great Britain to Russia, leaders
are deciding that even if plenty of countries lose in the growing disunited chaos, their nations will benefit. The world isn’t
falling apart—it’s being pushed apart. The countries and businesses prepared for this new every-country-for-itself ethic
are those that will prevail; those shackled to the status quo will find themselves lost in the new world disorder. Smart,
interesting, and essential reading, Disunited Nations is a sure-to-be-controversial guidebook that analyzes the emerging
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shifts and resulting problems that will arise in the next two decades. We are entering a period of chaos, and no political or
corporate leader can ignore Zeihan’s insights or his message if they want to survive and thrive in this uncertain new
time.
The New York Times Bestseller If you think you know where the world is headed, think again Mexico making a bid for global supremacy?
Poland becoming America’s closest ally? World War III taking place in space? It might sound fantastic but all these things can happen. In
The Next 100 Years, George Friedman, author of the huge bestseller America’s Secret War offers a lucid, highly readable forecast of the
changes we can expect around the world during the 21st century. He predicts where and why future wars will erupt, and how they will be
fought; which nations will gain and lose economic and political power; and how new technologies and cultural trends will alter the way we live
in the new century.
As heard on BBC Woman's Hour From the author of the book behind the blockbuster movie Slumdog Millionaire, a brilliant novel about life
changing in an instant. In life you never get what you deserve: you get what you negotiate… What would you do if, out of the blue, a billionaire
industrialist decided to make you the CEO of his company? No prior business experience necessary. There is only one catch: you need to
pass seven tests from the 'textbook of life'. This is the offer made to Sapna Sinha, an ordinary salesgirl in an electronics boutique in
downtown Delhi, by Vinay Mohan Acharya, one of India's richest men. Thus begins the most challenging journey of Sapna's life, one that will
test her character, her courage and her capabilities. Along the way she encounters a host of memorable personalities, from a vain Bollywood
superstar to a kleptomaniac Gandhian. At stake is a business empire worth ten billion dollars, and the future she has always dreamt of. But
are the seven tests for real or is Acharya playing a deeper game, one driven by a perverse fantasy? From the acclaimed author of Slumdog
Millionaire, one of the biggest films of the decade, comes this compelling, suspenseful tale of the power of dreams, the lure of money and the
universal need to know who we are. Praise forThe Accidental Apprentice: 'It's easy to forget that before it was retitled for Hollywood, Slumdog
Millionairewas a novel called Q&A,which makes its author, Vikas Swarup, probably the most successful Indian author you've never heard of….
Gripping stuff… Perhaps The Accidental Apprenticeis awaiting its Danny Boyle'The Times Praise for Q&A/Slumdog Millionaire 'A colourful
portrait of Indian society is painted with remarkable lightness and wit' Sunday Telegraph 'Absorbing and richly entertaining reading' The
Times
Dispels the notion that the United States is on a decline by citing similar points in history, from Sputnik to Obama, that supposedly heralded
the notion of a doomed country, but resulted in rejuvenation instead. 17,500 first printing.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR | SHORT-LISTED FOR THE 2018 LIONEL GELBER PRIZE | NAMED A BEST
BOOK OF THE YEAR BY: FINANCIAL TIMES * THE TIMES (LONDON) * AMAZON “Allison is one of the keenest observers of international
affairs around.”— JOE BIDEN, former vice president of the United States China and the United States are heading toward a war neither
wants. The reason is Thucydides’s Trap: when a rising power threatens to displace a ruling one, violence is the likeliest result. Over the past
five hundred years, these conditions have occurred sixteen times; war broke out in twelve. Today, as an unstoppable China approaches an
immovable America, and both Xi Jinping and Donald Trump promise to make their countries “great again,” the seventeenth case looks grim.
A trade conflict, cyberattack, Korean crisis, or accident at sea could easily spark a major war. In Destined for War, eminent Harvard scholar
Graham Allison masterfully blends history and current events to explain the timeless machinery of Thucydides’s Trap—and to explore the
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painful steps that
might
prevent disaster today. “[A] must-read book in both Washington and Beijing.”— NIALL FERGUSON, BOSTON
GLOBE “[Allison is] a first-class academic with the instincts of a first-rate politician.”— BLOOMBERG NEWS “[Full of] wide-ranging, erudite
case studies that span human history . . . [A] fine book.”— NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
“A compelling portrait of the future and vividly relates the big challenges facing the world now.”—Jared Diamond, New York Times bestselling
author of Collapse and Guns, Germs, and Steel The world's population is exploding, wild species are vanishing, and our environment is
degrading. What kind of world are we leaving for our children and grandchildren? Just who will flourish—and who will fail—in our evolving
world? Combining the lessons of geography and history with state-of-the-art model projections and analytical data, Guggenheim fellow
Laurence C. Smith predicts how the eight nations of the Arctic Rim (including the United States) will become increasingly powerful while the
nations around the equator struggle for survival. Like Bjorn Lomborg's The Skeptical Environmentalist, The World in 2050 is as credible as it
is controversial, projecting the looming benefits as well as the problems of climate change.
An eye-opening assement of American power and deglobalization in the bestselling tradition of The World is Flat and The Next 100 Years.
Near the end of the Second World War, the United States made a bold strategic gambit that rewired the international system. Empires were
abolished and replaced by a global arrangement enforced by the U.S. Navy. With all the world's oceans safe for the first time in history,
markets and resources were made available for everyone. Enemies became partners. We think of this system as normal - it is not. We live in
an artificial world on borrowed time. In The Accidental Superpower, international strategist Peter Zeihan examines how the hard rules of
geography are eroding the American commitment to free trade; how much of the planet is aging into a mass retirement that will enervate
markets and capital supplies; and how, against all odds, it is the ever-ravenous American economy that - alone among the developed nations
- is rapidly approaching energy independence. Combined, these factors are doing nothing less than overturning the global system and
ushering in a new (dis)order. For most, that is a disaster-in-waiting, but not for the Americans. The shale revolution allows Americans to
sidestep an increasingly dangerous energy market. Only the United States boasts a youth population large enough to escape the sucking
maw of global aging. Most important, geography will matter more than ever in a de-globalizing world, and America's geography is simply
sublime.
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