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In The Qu???? of Early Islam Lyall Armstrong analyzes the roles and reputations of the Islamic q??? from the rise of Islam through
the end of the Umayyad period.
The collection of articles in this volume is dedicated to Ramzi Baalbaki of the American University of Beirut on the occasion of his
60th birthday. It provides an interesting glimpse into the early medieval and modern traditions related to the Arabic language, its
grammar, historical development, and demonstrate its centrality to other fields of study such as qur’?nic studies, adab, folk
literature, sufism, and poetry.
This book examines how an elite group of traditionists, historians and theologians shaped Muslims' perceptions of their prophet,
their community and their behavior by retelling and interpreting the story of Muhammad's ascent to heaven (the mi'raj).
Next to the Qur'an, Islam's holiest text is qudsi hadith. Based on this premise, Islamic scholars have always been fascinated with
the collection and study of this type of hadith. We collected 1230 qudsi hadiths in a book we titled 1000 Qudsi Hadiths: An
Encyclopedia of Divine Sayings. 1000 Qudsi Hadiths is not only the biggest collection of qudsi hadiths in English, it is the biggest
collection of qudsi hadiths ever put together in any language including Arabic. It contains all the qudsi hadiths reported by major
hadith reporters such as Al-Bukhari and Muslim as well as all the qudsi hadiths reported by auxiliary hadith reporters such as AlTabarani, Al-Bayhaqi, Al-Hakim Al-Naysaburi, Ibn-Hibban, Ibn-Khuzaymah, Al-Daylami, Ibn-Hajar, Al-Suyuti, Al-Muttaqi Al-Hindi,
Al-Mundhiri, Al-Haythami, and Ibn-Kathir. The book derives its content from the biggest 216 hadith books ever written.
Drawing on canon studies, this book investigates the origins, development and functions of the core of the Sunni ?ad?th canon,
the 'Authentic' ?ad?th collections of al-Bukh?r? and Muslim, from the time of their authors to the modern period.
THE BIOGRAPHIES OF THE ELITE LIVES OF THE SCHOLARS, IMAMS & HADITH MASTERS
This book deals with various manifestations of charity or giving in the contexts of the Christian, Jewish, and Muslim medieval societies.
Monotheistic charity and giving display many common features. These underlying similarities reflect a commonly shared view about God and
his relations to mankind and what humans owe to God and expect from him. Nevertheless, the fact that the emphasis is placed on similarities
does not mean that the uniqueness of the concepts of charity and giving in the three monotheistic religions is denied. The contributors’
diverse and heterogeneous approaches distinguish the book from other works on charity and giving in monotheistic religions.
Is there any sound historical evidence that the prophet of Islam actually existed, or is the entire story of Muhammad fable or fiction? It is a
question that few have thought—or dared—to ask. Virtually everyone, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, takes for granted that the prophet of Islam
lived as a prophet, as well as a political and military leader, in seventh-century Arabia. But this widely accepted story begins to crumble on
close examination. In his blockbuster New York Times bestseller The Truth about Muhammad, historian and Islam expert Robert Spencer
revealed the often shocking contents of Islamic teachings about Muhammad. Now, in this newly revised and expanded version of Did
Muhammad Exist?, he lays bare those teachings’ surprisingly shaky historical foundations. This updated and enlarged version of this
acclaimed book examines even more striking and compelling evidence that the story of Muhammad, who for so long was assumed to have
lived in the “full light of history,” could be more myth and legend than historical fact. Spencer meticulously examines historical records and
archaeological findings, pioneering new scholarship to reconstruct what we can know about Muhammad, the Qur’an, and the early days of
Islam. The evidence he presents challenges the most fundamental assumptions about Islam’s origins.
This volume focusses on the interplay between war and society in the Eastern Mediterranean, in a period which witnessed the Arab
conquests, the Seljuk invasion, the Crusades, and the Mongol incursions. The military aspects of these momentous events have not been
fully discussed so far. For the first time this book offers a synthesis of trends in military technology and its effect on society in the period from
the Arab conquests to the establishment of an Ottoman hegemony. "War and Society in the Eastern Mediterranean" provides for medievalists
an Oriental context to the military aspects of the Crusades, and for scholars of both Middle Eastern and military history a coherent treatment
of an important topic over a long period and covering many different cultures.
Since its inception, Islam and its civilization have been in continuous relationships with other religions, cultures, and civilizations, including not
only different forms of Christianity and Judaism inside and outside the Middle East, Zoroastrianism and Manicheism, Hinduism and even
Buddhism, but also tribal religions in West and East Africa, in South Russia and in Central Asia, including Tibet. The essays collected here
examine the many texts that have come down to us about these cultures and their religions, from Muslim theologians and jurists, travelers
and historians, and men of letters and of culture.
The historian Ibn al-Athir lived during the last quarter of the twelfth and the first half of thirteenth century - turbulent period of Asia. The
historian, receiving elementry education first at home and later in the neighbouring schools turned a wondering scholar of the then known
disciplines at various centres of learning in Mosul, Baghdad, Damascus, Allepo and Basra. His gigantic work Tarikh al-Kamil is perhaps the
product of sober days of his last ten years. An Incomplete History of Mosul are the lasting contribution to the Arab treasure of knowledge.
The Middle Eastern bazaar is much more than a context for commerce: the studies in this book illustrate that markets, regardless of their
location, scale, and permanency, have also played important cultural roles within their societies, reflecting historical evolution, industrial
development, social and political conditions, urban morphology, and architectural functions. This interdisciplinary volume explores the
dynamics of the bazaar with a number of case studies from Cairo, Damascus, Aleppo, Nablus, Bursa, Istanbul, Sana'a, Kabul, Tehran, and
Yazd. Although they share some contextual and functional characteristics, each bazaar has its own unique and fascinating history, traditions,
cultural practices, and structure. One of the most intriguing aspects revealed in this volume is the thread of continuity from past to present
exhibited by the bazaar as a forum where a society meets and intermingles in the practice of goods exchange-a social and cultural ritual that
is as old as human history.
This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Ahlulbayt Organization throughout the world in different languages with the
aim of conveying the message of Islam to the people of the world. Ahlulbayt Organization is a registered Organisation that operates and is
sustained through collaborative efforts of volunteers in many countries around the world, and it welcomes your involvement and support. Its
objectives are numerous, yet its main goal is to spread the truth about the Islamic faith in general and the Shi`a School of Thought in
particular due to the latter being misrepresented, misunderstood and its tenets often assaulted by many ignorant folks, Muslims and nonMuslims.
‘Ali ibn ‘Asakir (1105–1176) was one of the most renowned experts on Hadith and Islamic history in the medieval era. His was a tumultuous
time: centuries of Shi‘i rule had not long ended in central Syria, rival warlords sought control of the capital, and Crusaders had captured
Jerusalem. Seeking the unification of Syria and Egypt, and the revival of Sunnism in both, Ibn ‘Asakir served successive Muslim rulers,
including Nur al-Din and Saladin, and produced propaganda against both the Christian invaders and the Shi‘is. This, together with his
influential writings and his advocacy of major texts, helped to lay the foundations for the eventual Sunni domination of the Levant – a
domination which continues to this day.
Di'bil b. 'Al? (765--860) was regarded by his contemporaries as one of the best satirists in the school of Arabic poets which flourished during
the early 'Abb?sid age. Leon Zolondek has collected, translated, and annotated 229 fragments of Di'bil's verse and has assembled materials
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for a reconstruction of his long-lost yet widely quoted Book of the Poets. Arabic texts of the poems and of the citations of Book of the Poets
are included.
In honor of Fred M. Donner's distinguished career as an interpreter of early Islam, this volume collects more than a dozen studies by his
students. They range over a wide array of sub-fields in Islamic studies, including Islamic history, historiography, Islamic law, Qur'anic studies
and Islamic aracheology.
This book provides translations of the earliest Arabic autobiography and the earliest theoretical explanation of the psychic development and
powers of an Islamic holy man (Saint, Friend of God).
When the Abbasids overthrew the Umayyads in 750 CE and ushered in Islam’s Golden Age, ideas about gender and sexuality were central
to the process by which the caliphate achieved self-definition and articulated its systems of power and thought. Nadia Maria El Cheikh’s
study reveals the importance of women to the writing of early Islamic history.
How Do You Say “Epigram” in Arabic? is the first study of one of the most popular and enduring genres in the history of Arabic poetry, the
maq???ah, and a contribution toward a decolonized comparative literature.
""Jihadi-Salafi narratives of martyrdom-seeking operations are filled with praise for what they label the exemplary self-renunciative acts of
their martyrs performed as a model of the earliest traditions of Islam. While many studies evaluate the biographies of these would-be martyrs
for evidence of social, psychological, political, or economic strain in an effort to rationalize what are often labelled "suicide bombings", this
book argues that through their legal arguments debating martyrdom-seeking operations Jihadi-Salafis, including those fighting for al-Qa°ida,
ISIS, and their affiliates, craft a theodicy meant to address the suffering and oppression faced by the global Muslim community. Taking as its
source material legal arguments (fatwas), texts, pamphlets, magazines, forum posts, videos, and audio files from authors sympathetic to both
al-Qa°ida and ISIS on the subjects of martyrdom operations, jurisprudence, and political philosophies, this book reveals that the Jihadi-Salafi
legal debates on martyrdom-seeking re-arrange the basic objectives (maqåaòsid) of the Shari°a around the principles of maximizing the
general welfare (maòslaòha) and promoting religion (dåin) above all other concerns - including the preservation of life. This utilitarian turn
opens the possibility for formulating a meaningful engagement and critique of Jihadi-Salafi legal interpretation and theories of warfare within a
broader, just war framework. However, as the jurists and propagandists of ISIS demonstrate, this turn also opens the possibility for the
utilization of self-renunciative violence as engendering modes of state formation. ""-Imam Ali Foundation has published books and book translations of high quality concerning many subjects, especially regarding a wider
understanding of Islam both in its dogmatic and legal aspects. Dear Reader, the book which you have in your hands treats a most important
topic regarding the relation between the ideological and the theological realms in Islam. It concerns theories of the Caliphate and the Imamate
in Islam and especially the historical development of Shi'ism, which insists upon a strict observance of Koranic and prophetic texts in
everyday life.
A compilation of Fethullah Gulen's sermons on the life of the prophet, the book offers us a deeper understanding of God's Messenger through
looking into his exemplary life from different aspects.
What happens when Muslim women gather together at the mosque to read the Qur'an, learn, and pray? How does family loyalty interact with
mosque attendance for women? This book explores the growing Muslim women's piety movement through looking at one women's program
in a Syrian suburban mosque. Community models shape individual behavior. The place and power of blessing help define the boundaries
between orthodox and popular Islam. Modesty and shame, feasts and fasting, purity and prayer, interact to shape daily life possibilities for
women involved in the mosque program. At the same time, the growing accessibility of religious teaching for women allows them to take up
new places of authority in the Muslim ummah. Women read the Qur'an not just for blessing, but for what it has to say to issues of daily female
and family life. And the words of communal dhikr devotion offer a window into the worshippers' consciousness of God and of Muhammad,
Prophet of Islam. This detailed examination of a women's mosque program places it within the wider contemporary movement of piety and
da'wa (mission) in Islam, offering an insight into the forces that are shaping communities and countries today.
Presents a collection of sayings, sermons and teachings attributed to Ali ibn Abi Talib, cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet Muhammad, and
fourth caliph.

Ahmed El Shamsy's The Canonization of Islamic Law is a detailed history of the birth of classical Islamic law. It shows how Islamic
law and its institutions emerged out of the canonization of the sacred sources of Quran and Sunna (prophetic practice) in the
eighth and ninth centuries CE. The book focuses on the ideas and influence of the jurist al-Sh?fi?? (d. 820 CE), who inaugurated
the process of canonization, and it paints a rich picture of the intellectual engagements, political turbulence, and social changes
that formed the context of his and his followers' careers.
The first monograph on Islamic hospitals, this volume examines their origins, development, architecture, social roles, and
connections to non-Islamic institutions.
A highly influential Sudanese reformist thinker, Mahmud Muhammad Taha is regarded as a product of a dual legacy rooted in
mystical Islam on the one hand and in the tradition of modernity on the other. Publicly executed in 1985 folowing his conviction of
apostasy, Taha offered distinctly original interpretations of the Qur’an and a radical theory of Islamic prayer. In Quest for Divinity,
Mohamed Mahmoud presents an in-depth and balanced treatment of Taha’s controversial yet significant thought. The author’s
ability to provide access to relevant literature in both Arabic and English offers readers a rare view of the considerable nuance in
Taha’s thought. With rich detail Mahmoud explores Taha’s theories of human freedom and his social message, referred to as
"the second message of Islam" with its emphasis on political, economic, and social equality. Taha’s embrace of modernity is
further assessed relative to his position on science, law, and art-areas that have always attracted Muslim modernists. Quest for
Divinity will attract attention to Taha’s compelling but little-known intellectual contribution as a seminal modern reformer of Islam.
Such recognition is long overdue and will enrich the current debates on Islam and modernity.
Islamic culture, which is still vigorous in spite of its great antiquity, set out to develop side by side a vision of the individual and of
the universe, a philosophy and an art of living that can be seen in the impressive remains of its heritage that is an essential part of
the whole of humankind's. Halted for a time by adverse historical conditions, this culture none the less found the strength within
itself to re-emerge. Its fidelity to its roots does not prevent it from keeping up with the times and participating in contemporary
forums and the stirring dialogue of cultures. This series of volumes on the manifold facets of Islamic culture is intended to acquaint
a very wide public with such matters as: the theological bases of the faith and principles that constitute the bedrock of the overall
structure; the status of the individual and of society in the Islamic world; the expansion of Islam since the Revelation: the Arab,
Asian, African and European spheres espousing the new faith and the way in which the rights of converted peoples have been
upheld; the vital contribution of Islamic civilization to the adventure of human knowledge in science and technology; the
educational and cultural manifestations of Islamic civilization in literature, the visual arts and architecture; finally, Islam today
between loyalty to its past and the inescapable conquest of modernity.
The Expeditions is one of the oldest biographies of the Prophet Muhammad to survive into the modern era. Its primary author,
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Ma'mar ibn Rashid (714-770 AD/96-153 AH), was a prominent scholar from Basra in southern Iraq who was revered for his
learning in prophetic traditions, Islamic law, and the interpretation of the Qur'an. This fascinating foundational seminal work
contains stories handed down by Ma'mar to his most prominent pupil, 'Abd al-Razzaq of Sanaa, relating Muhammad’s early life
and prophetic career as well as the adventures and tribulations of his earliest followers during their conquest of the Near East.
Edited from a sole surviving manuscript, the Arabic text offers numerous improved readings over those of previous editions,
including detailed notes on the text’s transmission and variants as found in later works. This new translation, which renders the
original into readable, modern English for the first time, is accompanied by numerous annotations elucidating the cultural, religious
and historical contexts of the events and individuals described within its pages. The Expeditions represents an important testimony
to the earliest Muslims’ memory of the lives of Muhammad and his companions, and is an indispensable text for gaining insight
into the historical biography of both the Prophet and the rise of the Islamic empire.
In this concise, scholarly work, Mohammad Ali Shomali outlines the distinguishing features of the Twelver Shia school of Islamic
thought, which is based on the teachings of the Household of the Prophet. He focuses on the textual sources of Shii thought and
the leading doctrines of Shiism both those which are shared with other Muslims and those that are unique to Shiism, such as the
emphasis on divine justice, the imamate, and the infallibility of the Imams. Concluding with a useful survey of Shia demographics,
devotional practices, and holy sites, this readable work answers many common questions about the origins, history, and beliefs of
Shii Muslims with an emphasis on spirituality and rationality. Timely and relevant given the focus on Shii Muslims in the world
media today.
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