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The emergence of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) in late 2002 and 2003
challenged the global public health community to confront a novel epidemic that spread
rapidly from its origins in southern China until it had reached more than 25 other
countries within a matter of months. In addition to the number of patients infected with
the SARS virus, the disease had profound economic and political repercussions in
many of the affected regions. Recent reports of isolated new SARS cases and a fear
that the disease could reemerge and spread have put public health officials on high
alert for any indications of possible new outbreaks. This report examines the response
to SARS by public health systems in individual countries, the biology of the SARS
coronavirus and related coronaviruses in animals, the economic and political fallout of
the SARS epidemic, quarantine law and other public health measures that apply to
combating infectious diseases, and the role of international organizations and scientific
cooperation in halting the spread of SARS. The report provides an illuminating survey
of findings from the epidemic, along with an assessment of what might be needed in
order to contain any future outbreaks of SARS or other emerging infections.
A Directory of Computerized Data Files & Related Technical ReportsWest's Pacific
DigestGovernment Reports AnnouncementsGovernment Reports Announcements &
IndexHealth Planning Reports Personal Author Index
Consumer health websites have garnered considerable media attention, but only begin
to scratch the surface of the more pervasive transformations the Internet could bring to
health and health care. Networking Health examines ways in which the Internet may
become a routine part of health care delivery and payment, public health, health
education, and biomedical research. Building upon a series of site visits, this book:
Weighs the role of the Internet versus private networks in uses ranging from the
transfer of medical images to providing video-based medical consultations at a
distance. Reviews technical challenges in the areas of quality of service, security,
reliability, and access, and looks at the potential utility of the next generation of online
technologies. Discusses ways health care organizations can use the Internet to support
their strategic interests and explores barriers to a broader deployment of the Internet.
Recommends steps that private and public sector entities can take to enhance the
capabilities of the Internet for health purposes and to prepare health care organizations
to adopt new Internet-based applications.
Lists citations to the National Health Planning Information Center's collection of health
planning literature, government reports, and studies from May 1975 to January 1980.
First multi-year cumulation covers six years: 1965-70.
For courses in Software Engineering, Software Development, or Object-Oriented
Design and Analysis at the Junior/Senior or Graduate level. This text can also be
utilized in short technical courses or short, intensive management courses. This
textbook shows how to use both the principles of software engineering as well as the
practices of various object-oriented tools, processes, and products. Using a step by
step case study to illustrate the concepts and topics in each chapter, this book
emphasizes practical experience: participants can apply the techniques learned in class
by implementing a real-world software project.

Annotated bibliography covering books, journal articles, working papers, and
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other material on topics in population and demography.
The Government recognises that many lifestyle-driven health problems are at
alarming levels: obesity; high rates of sexually transmitted infections; a relatively
large population of drug users; rising levels of harm from alcohol; 80,000 deaths
a year from smoking; poor mental health; health inequalities between rich and
poor. This white paper outlines the Government's proposals to protect the
population from serious health threats; help people live longer, healthier and
more fulfilling lives; and improve the health of the poorest. It aims to empower
individuals to make healthy choices and give communities and local government
the freedom, responsibility and funding to innovate and develop ways of
improving public health in their area. The paper responds to Sir Michael Marmot's
strategic review of health inequalities in England post 2010 - "Fair society,
healthy lives" (available at http://www.marmotreview.org/AssetLibrary/pdfs/Report
s/FairSocietyHealthyLives.pdf) and adopts its life course framework for tackling
the wider social determinants of health. A new dedicated public health service Public Health England - will be created to ensure excellence, expertise and
responsiveness, particularly on health protection where a national response is
vital. The paper gives a timetable showing how the proposals will be
implemented and an annex sets out a vision of the role of the Director of Public
Health. The Department is also publishing a fuller story on the health of England
in "Our health and wellbeing today" (http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/grou
ps/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_122238.pdf),
detailing the challenges and opportunities, and in 2011 will issue documents on
major public health issues.
Data Mining Applications in Engineering and Medicine targets to help data miners
who wish to apply different data mining techniques. Data mining generally covers
areas of statistics, machine learning, data management and databases, pattern
recognition, artificial intelligence, etc. In this book, most of the areas are covered
by describing different applications. This is why you will find here why and how
Data Mining can also be applied to the improvement of project management.
Since Data Mining has been widely used in a medical field, this book contains
different chapters reffering to some aspects and importance of its use in the
mentioned field: Incorporating Domain Knowledge into Medical Image Mining,
Data Mining Techniques in Pharmacovigilance, Electronic Documentation of
Clinical Pharmacy Interventions in Hospitals etc. We hope that this book will
inspire readers to pursue education and research in this emerging field.
Due to the direct health and safety effects they have on users, medical devices are subject to
many regulations and must undergo extensive validation procedures before they are allowed
on the market. Requirements formulation is one of the most important aspects of the design
process because it lays the foundation for the rest of the design.
This open access book focuses on practical clinical problems that are frequently encountered
in stroke rehabilitation. Consequences of diseases, e.g. impairments and activity limitations,
are addressed in rehabilitation with the overall goal to reduce disability and promote
participation. Based on the available best external evidence, clinical pathways are described
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for stroke rehabilitation bridging the gap between clinical evidence and clinical decisionmaking. The clinical pathways answer the questions which rehabilitation treatment options are
beneficial to overcome specific impairment constellations and activity limitations and are well
acceptable to stroke survivors, as well as when and in which settings to provide rehabilitation
over the course of recovery post stroke. Each chapter starts with a description of the clinical
problem encountered. This is followed by a systematic, but concise review of the evidence
(RCTs, systematic reviews and meta-analyses) that is relevant for clinical decision-making,
and comments on assessment, therapy (training, technology, medication), and the use of
technical aids as appropriate. Based on these summaries, clinical algorithms / pathways are
provided and the main clinical-decision situations are portrayed. The book is invaluable for all
neurorehabilitation team members, clinicians, nurses, and therapists in neurology, physical
medicine and rehabilitation, and related fields. It is a World Federation for NeuroRehabilitation
(WFNR) educational initiative, bridging the gap between the rapidly expanding clinical research
in stroke rehabilitation and clinical practice across societies and continents. It can be used for
both clinical decision-making for individuals and as well as clinical background knowledge for
stroke rehabilitation service development initiatives.
Healthcare decision makers in search of reliable information that compares health
interventions increasingly turn to systematic reviews for the best summary of the evidence.
Systematic reviews identify, select, assess, and synthesize the findings of similar but separate
studies, and can help clarify what is known and not known about the potential benefits and
harms of drugs, devices, and other healthcare services. Systematic reviews can be helpful for
clinicians who want to integrate research findings into their daily practices, for patients to make
well-informed choices about their own care, for professional medical societies and other
organizations that develop clinical practice guidelines. Too often systematic reviews are of
uncertain or poor quality. There are no universally accepted standards for developing
systematic reviews leading to variability in how conflicts of interest and biases are handled,
how evidence is appraised, and the overall scientific rigor of the process. In Finding What
Works in Health Care the Institute of Medicine (IOM) recommends 21 standards for developing
high-quality systematic reviews of comparative effectiveness research. The standards address
the entire systematic review process from the initial steps of formulating the topic and building
the review team to producing a detailed final report that synthesizes what the evidence shows
and where knowledge gaps remain. Finding What Works in Health Care also proposes a
framework for improving the quality of the science underpinning systematic reviews. This book
will serve as a vital resource for both sponsors and producers of systematic reviews of
comparative effectiveness research.
A timely work describing how localized hospital-based health technology assessment (HBHTA) complements general, ‘arms-length’ HTA agency efforts, and what has been the
collective global impact of HB-HTA across the globe. While HB-HTA has gained significant
momentum over the past few years, expertise in the field, and information on the operation and
organization of HB-HTA, has been scattered. This book serves to bring this information
together to inform those who are currently working in the field of HTA at the hospital, regional,
national or global level. In addition, this book is intended for decision-makers and policymakers with a stake in determining the uptake and decommissioning of new and established
technologies in the hospital setting. HTA has traditionally been performed at the
National/Regional level by HTA Agencies, typically linked to governments. Yet hospitals are
the main entry door for most health technologies (HTs). Hospital decision-makers must
undertake multiple high stakes investment and disinvestment decisions annually for innovative
HTs, usually without adequate information. Despite the existence of arms-length HTA
Agencies, inadequate information is available to hospital decision-makers either because
relevant HTA reports are not yet released at the time of entry of new technologies to the field,
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or because even when the report exists, the information contained is insufficient to clarify the
contextualized informational needs of hospital decision makers. Therefore, there has recently
been a rising trend toward hospital-based HTA units and programs. These units/programs
complement the work of National/Regional HTA Agencies by providing the key and relevant
evidence needed by hospital decision makers in their specific hospital context, and within
required decision-making timelines. The emergence of HB-HTA is creating a comprehensive
HTA ecosystem across health care levels, which creates better bridges for knowledge
translation through relevance and timeliness.
Contains an inventory of evaluation reports produced by and for selected Federal agencies,
including GAO evaluation reports that relate to the programs of those agencies.
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