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On Human Nature
On Human Nature: Biology, Psychology, Ethics, Politics, and Religion covers the present state of knowledge on human diversity and its
adaptative significance through a broad and eclectic selection of representative chapters. This transdisciplinary work brings together
specialists from various fields who rarely interact, including geneticists, evolutionists, physicians, ethologists, psychoanalysts, anthropologists,
sociologists, theologians, historians, linguists, and philosophers. Genomic diversity is covered in several chapters dealing with biology,
including the differences in men and apes and the genetic diversity of mankind. Top specialists, known for their open mind and broad
knowledge have been carefully selected to cover each topic. The book is therefore at the crossroads between biology and human sciences,
going beyond classical science in the Popperian sense. The book is accessible not only to specialists, but also to students, professors, and
the educated public. Glossaries of specialized terms and general public references help nonspecialists understand complex notions, with
contributions avoiding technical jargon. Provides greater understanding of diversity and population structure and history, with crucial
foundational knowledge needed to conduct research in a variety of fields, such as genetics and disease Includes three robust sections on
biological, psychological, and ethical aspects, with cross-fertilization and reciprocal references between the three sections Contains
contributions by leading experts in their respective fields working under the guidance of internationally recognized and highly respected
editors
This book explores the relationship between Hume's sceptical philosophy and his Newtonian ambition of founding a science of human nature.
Assessing both received and 'new' readings of Hume's philosophy, Stanistreet offers a line of interpretation which, he argues, makes sense
of many of the apparent conflicts and paradoxes in Hume's work and describes how well-known controversies concerning Hume's thinking
about causation, induction and the external world can be resolved. Stainstreet argues that Hume's notorious sceptical arguments are not the
episodic outbursts of an unsystematic philosopher, but emerge as part of his attempt to provide science and philosophy with grounds which
face up to and withstand the scepticism to which reflective thinkers are naturally prone. Offering important new contributions to Hume
scholarship, this book also surveys and assesses the new research responsible for the recent sea-change in thinking about Hume. It offers
an accessible overview of these developments while suggesting significant revisions to current readings of Hume's philosophy.
This volume illustrates Melford Spiro's explorations of key relationships among culture, society, and human nature. He addresses such
fundamental issues as the limitations of cultural relativism, the problem of explanation in the social sciences, and the importance of a
comparative approach to the study of social and cultural system.
Hulton College in Norfolk is a school dedicated to producing military officers. With the First World War about to start, the boys of the school
will soon be on the front line. But no one expects a war - not even Dr John Smith, the college's new house master. The Doctor's friend Benny
is enjoying her holiday in the same town. But then she meets a future version of the Doctor, and things start to get dangerous very quickly.
With the Doctor she knows gone, and only a suffragette and an elderly rake for company, can Benny fight off a vicious alien attack? And will
Dr Smith be able to save the day? This is an adventure set in Britain on the eve of the First World War, featuring the Seventh Doctor as
played by Sylvester McCoy and his companion Bernice Summerfield. This book was the basis for the Tenth Doctor television story Human
Nature/The Family of Blood starring David Tennant.
Human Nature and Suffering is a profound comment on the human condition, from the perspective of evolutionary psychology. Paul Gilbert
explores the implications of humans as evolved social animals, suggesting that evolution has given rise to a varied set of social
competencies, which form the basis of our personal knowledge and understanding. Gilbert shows how our primitive competencies become
modified by experience - both satisfactorily and unsatisfactorily. He highlights how cultural factors may modify and activate many of these
primitive competencies, leading to pathology proneness and behaviours that are collectively survival threatening. These varied themes are
brought together to indicate how the social construction of self arises from the organization of knowledge encoded within the competencies.
This Classic Edition features a new introduction from the author, bringing Gilbert's early work to a new audience. The book will be of interest
to clinicians, researchers and historians in the field of psychology.
The effort to understand human nature in a political context is a daunting challenge that has been undertaken in a variety of ways and by a
myriad of disciplines through the ages. From Plato to Hobbes and Burke, to Wallas and Oakeschott in our era, efforts have been made to
provide some organic framework for the political study of mankind. What has added greatly to the complexity of the task is the increasing
denial, even rejection, in the positivist and behaviorist traditions, of the very notion of a human nature. The work can be described as a series
of interlocking propositions: the proverbial view of human nature can be explained by evolutionary theory. Biological differences between men
and women are responsible for family, community and group life. Social evolution goes through stages which are recapitulated in the moral
life of individuals. A well-defined federal system mirrors human development. And finally, for Fleming, most problems in social and political life
stem from violations of this federalist system. Fleming's volume takes up a variety of issues: sex and gender differences, democracy and
dictatorship, individual and familial patterns of association. He does so in the context of showing how forms of legitimate authority such as
families, communities and nations establish such authority by appeals to human nature, and that these appeals, while presumably resting on
empirical evidence, also confirm the existence of normative structures. Fleming's work is an effort of synthesis that is sure to arouse
discussion and debate. It represents a serious addition to a literature retrieved from the historical dustbins to which it has been repeatedly
consigned.
In this provocative, revelatory tour de force, Jesse Prinz reveals how the cultures we live in - not biology - determine how we think and feel.
He examines all aspects of our behaviour, looking at everything from our intellects and emotions, to love and sex, morality and even
madness. This book seeks to go beyond traditional debates of nature and nurture. He is not interested in finding universal laws but, rather, in
understanding, explaining and celebrating our differences. Why do people raised in Western countries tend to see the trees before the forest,
while people from East Asia see the forest before the trees? Why, in South East Asia, is there a common form of mental illness, unheard of in
the West, in which people go into a trancelike state after being startled? Compared to Northerners, why are people in the American South
more than twice as likely to kill someone over an argument? And, above all, just how malleable are we? Prinz shows that the vast diversity of
our behaviour is not engrained. He picks up where biological explanations leave off. He tells us the human story.
From the legendary songwriter Diane Lampert, based on a musical piece she wrote with Pulitzer Prize and nine-time Grammy–winning jazz
musician Wynton Marsalis, comes an exquisitely illustrated folktale about how we humans got some of our…naughtier…traits, and what
overcomes them all. Mother Nature is a very busy woman. Her job is to tend to the Earth and all the creatures that dwell there—she must
wake up the bulbs and warm the land in spring, then rush off to freeze the ponds and create snow in winter. But more than anything, Mother
Nature wants children of her own. So with twigs and things she made five: Fear, Envy, Hate, Greed, and Fickle. She asks the most helpless
of creatures—the poor, wingless humans—to watch over them as she works. But then her children’s wild personalities begin to seep into
human nature in a way that Mother Nature never intended. A lilting, lyrical ode to all of our human shortcomings and the one trait—love—that
can overcome them all, this book beautifully captures the complexity of us all.

This volume begins with excerpts from Aquinas' commentary on De Anima, excerpts that proceed from a general consideration of
soul as common to all living things to a consideration of the animal soul and, finally, to what is peculiar to the human soul. These
are followed by the Treatise on Man, Aquinas' most famous discussion of human nature, but one whose organization is dictated by
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theological concerns and whose philosophical importance is thus best appreciated when seen as presented here: within the
historical philosophical framework of which it constitutes a development. Aquinas' discussions of the will and the passions follow,
providing fruitful points of comparison with other philosophers.
Through an examination of people in the workplace, this book offers a look at the four factors that drive human beings and lead
them to the choices that they make.
Recent empirical and philosophical research into the evolutionary history of Homo sapiens, the origins of the mind/brain, and the
development of human culture has sparked heated debates about what it means to be human and how knowledge about humans
from the sciences and humanities should be understood. Conversations on Human Nature, featuring 20 interviews with leading
scholars in biology, psychology, anthropology, philosophy, and theology, brings these debates to life for teachers, students, and
general readers. The book-outlines the basic scientific, philosophical and theological issues involved in understanding human
nature;-organizes material from the various disciplines under four broad headings: (1) evolution, brains and human nature; (2)
biocultural human nature; (3) persons, minds and human nature, (4) religion, theology and human nature; -concludes with Fuentes
and Visala's discussion of what researchers into human nature agree on, what they disagree on, and what we need to learn to
resolve those differences.
A philosophical account of human nature that defends the concept against dehumanization, Darwinian, and developmentalist
challenges. Human nature has always been a foundational issue for philosophy. What does it mean to have a human nature? Is
the concept the relic of a bygone age? What is the use of such a concept? What are the epistemic and ontological commitments
people make when they use the concept? In What's Left of Human Nature? Maria Kronfeldner offers a philosophical account of
human nature that defends the concept against contemporary criticism. In particular, she takes on challenges related to social
misuse of the concept that dehumanizes those regarded as lacking human nature (the dehumanization challenge); the conflict
between Darwinian thinking and essentialist concepts of human nature (the Darwinian challenge); and the consensus that
evolution, heredity, and ontogenetic development result from nurture and nature. After answering each of these challenges,
Kronfeldner presents a revisionist account of human nature that minimizes dehumanization and does not fall back on outdated
biological ideas. Her account is post-essentialist because it eliminates the concept of an essence of being human; pluralist in that it
argues that there are different things in the world that correspond to three different post-essentialist concepts of human nature;
and interactive because it understands nature and nurture as interacting at the developmental, epigenetic, and evolutionary levels.
On the basis of this, she introduces a dialectical concept of an ever-changing and “looping” human nature. Finally, noting the
essentially contested character of the concept and the ambiguity and redundancy of the terminology, she wonders if we should
simply eliminate the term “human nature” altogether.
Our suppositions about human nature colour everything from the way we bargain with a used-car dealer to our expectations about
further conflict in the Middle East. Our assumptions about human nature underlie our reactions to specific events. Wrightsman
designed this second edition of his book to enhance our understanding of many significant issues about human nature, including
the relationship of attitudes to behaviour, the unidimensionality of attitudes and the influence of social movements on beliefs.
Psychology and 'Human Nature' problematizes what psychology usually takes for granted - the meaning of the psyche or 'human
nature'. Peter Ashworth provides a coherent account of many of the major schools of thought in psychology and its related
disciplines, including: sociobiology and evolutionary psychology, psychoanalysis, cognitive psychology, radical behaviourism,
existentialism, discursive psychology and postmodernism. For each approach he considers the claims or assumptions being made
about 'human nature', especially regarding issues of consciousness, the self, the body, other people and the physical world.
Psychology and 'Human Nature' will be essential reading for all students of psychology. Series Details; The Psychology Focus
Series provides students with a new focus on key topic areas in psychology. Each short book: * presents clear, in-depth coverage
of a discrete area with many applied examples * assumes no prior knowlede of psychology * has been written by an experienced
teacher * has chapter summaries, annotated further reading and a glossary of key terms
In his new preface E. O. Wilson reflects on how he came to write this book: how The Insect Societies led him to write Sociobiology,
and how the political and religious uproar that engulfed that book persuaded him to write another book that would better explain
the relevance of biology to the understanding of human behavior.
Why does chocolate taste so good? Why do we seek 'the one'? How do traits such as intelligence, creativity and violence arise
and what purpose do they serve? This book links these characteristics to the origins of life, showing that the conditions necessary
to bring life into existence echo through our modern day behaviour. The chemistry of the body is not only fascinating but also
highly relevant to everyone, since we are all concerned with maximising our health and enjoyment of life. Currently, there are not
many popular science books concerned with biochemistry. One reason for this might be the particularly complex nature of the
science involved. This book starts with the fundamentals and then works towards a deeper understanding of the chemistry of
human nature. Essential reading for anyone with an interest in this science and written at a level accessible to experts and nonexperts alike.
In Human Nature, 12 of today's most influential nature and conservation photographers address the biggest environmental
concerns of our time. • Joel Sartore • Paul Nicklen • Ami Vitale • Brent Stirton • Frans Lanting • Brian Skerry • Tim Laman •
Cristina Mittermeier • J Henry Fair • Richard John Seymour • George Steinmetz • Steve Winter Alongside their reflections, they
present curated selections from their photographic careers. Stories and extraordinary images from around the world come together
in a powerful call to awareness and action. • The United Nations has declared that nature is in more trouble now than at any other
time in human history. • Extinction looms over one million species of plants and animals. • Human Nature wrestles with
challenging questions: What do we have? What do we stand to lose? This book offers inspiration to environmentalists, activists,
photography fans, and anyone concerned about the future of our world. • This illuminating book tackles our modern environmental
future through the lens of preeminent photographers • Great gift for photographers, nature enthusiasts, those who enjoy
backpacking and camping, and anyone who cares about Earth's climate and future • Add it to the shelf with books like National
Geographic The Photo Ark Vanishing: The World's Most Vulnerable Animals by Joel Sartore, The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural
History by Elizabeth Kolbert, and Dire Predictions: The Visual Guide to the Findings of the IPCC by Michael E. Mann and Lee R.
Kump.
'Marx did not reject the idea of human nature. He was right not to do so.' That is the conclusion of this passionate and polemical
new work by Norman Geras. In it, he places the sixth of Marx's These on Feuerbach under rigorous scrutiny. He argues that this
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ambiguous statement - widely cited as evidence that Marx broke with all concepts of human nature in 1845 - must be read in the
context of Marx's work as a whole. His later writings are formed by an idea of a specifically human nature that fulfils both
explanatory and normative functions. The belief that Marx's historical materialism entailed a denial of the conception of human
nature is, Geras writes, 'an old fixation, which the Althusserian influence in this matter has fed upon...Because this fixation still
exists and is misguided, it is still necessary to challenge it.' One hundred years after Marx's death, this timely essay - combing the
strengths of analytical philosophy and classical Marxism - rediscovers a central part of his heritage.
Is there such a thing as human nature? Here Sean Sayers defends the controversial theory that human nature is in fact an
historical phenomenon. He gives an ambitious and wide ranging defence of the Marxist and Hegelian historical approach and
engages with a wide range of work at the heart of the contemporary debate in social and moral philosophy.
'A passionate defence of the enduring power of human nature ... both life-affirming and deeply satisfying' Daily Telegraph Recently
many people have assumed that we are blank slates shaped by our environment. But this denies the heart of our being: human
nature. Violence is not just a product of society; male and female minds are different; the genes we give our children shape them
more than our parenting practices. To acknowledge our innate abilities, Pinker shows, is not to condone inequality, but to
understand the very foundations of humanity. 'Brilliant ... enjoyable, informative, clear, humane' New Scientist 'If you think the
nature-nurture debate has been resolved, you are wrong ... this book is required reading' Literary Review 'An original and vital
contribution to science and also a rattling good read' Matt Ridley, Sunday Telegraph 'Startling ... This is a breath of air for a topic
that has been politicized for too long' Economist
What is it to be human? What are our specifically human attributes, our capacities and liabilities? Such questions gave birth to
anthropology as an Enlightenment science. This book argues that it is again appropriate to bring "the human" to the fore, to
reclaim the singularity of the word as central to the anthropological endeavor, not on the basis of the substance of a human nature
- "To be human is to act like this and react like this, to feel this and want this" - but in terms of species-wide capacities: capabilities
for action and imagination, liabilities for suffering and cruelty. The contributors approach "the human" with an awareness of these
complexities and particularities, rendering this volume unique in its ability to build on anthropology's ethnographic expertise.
In this short book, acclaimed writer and philosopher Roger Scruton presents an original and radical defense of human uniqueness.
Confronting the views of evolutionary psychologists, utilitarian moralists, and philosophical materialists such as Richard Dawkins
and Daniel Dennett, Scruton argues that human beings cannot be understood simply as biological objects. We are not only human
animals; we are also persons, in essential relation with other persons, and bound to them by obligations and rights. Scruton
develops and defends his account of human nature by ranging widely across intellectual history, from Plato and Averroës to
Darwin and Wittgenstein. The book begins with Kant’s suggestion that we are distinguished by our ability to say “I”—by our sense
of ourselves as the centers of self-conscious reflection. This fact is manifested in our emotions, interests, and relations. It is the
foundation of the moral sense, as well as of the aesthetic and religious conceptions through which we shape the human world and
endow it with meaning. And it lies outside the scope of modern materialist philosophy, even though it is a natural and not a
supernatural fact. Ultimately, Scruton offers a new way of understanding how self-consciousness affects the question of how we
should live. The result is a rich view of human nature that challenges some of today’s most fashionable ideas about our species.
Evolutionary psychology occupies an important place in the drive to understand and explain human behavior. Darwinian ideas
provide powerful tools to illuminate how fundamental aspects of the way humans think, feel, and interact derive from reproductive
interests and an ultimate need for survival. In this updated and expanded edition of Evolution and Human Behavior, John
Cartwright considers the emergence of Homo sapiens as a species and looks at contemporary issues, such as familial
relationships and conflict and cooperation, in light of key theoretical principles. The book covers basic concepts including natural
and sexual selection, life history theory, and the fundamentals of genetics. New material will be found in chapters on emotion,
culture, incest avoidance, ethics, and cognition and reasoning. Two new chapters are devoted to the evolutionary analysis of
mental disorders. Students of psychology, human biology, and physical and cultural anthropology will find Evolution and Human
Behavior a comprehensive textbook of great value.
He discusses the theory of human nature held by the founders of the American Constitution, giving special attention to James
Madison and the "Federalist Papers."
Human Nature offers a wide-ranging and holistic view of human nature from all perspectives: scientific, historical, and sociological. Mary
Clark takes the most recent data from a dozen or more fields, and works it together with clarifying anecdotes and thought-provoking images
to challenge conventional Western beliefs with hopeful new insights. Balancing the theories of cutting-edge neuroscience with the insights of
primitive mythologies, Mary Clark provides down-to-earth suggestions for peacefully resolving global problems. Human Nature builds up a
coherent, and above all positive, picture of who we really are.
Understanding Human Nature brings together twenty-five years of Richard Brook’s experiences in yoga and meditation, acupuncture and
Chinese medicine, dance and movement, Native American mysticism, tantra and community living.
Was human nature designed by natural selection in the Pleistocene epoch? The dominant view in evolutionary psychology holds that it
was—that our psychological adaptations were designed tens of thousands of years ago to solve problems faced by our hunter-gatherer
ancestors. In this provocative and lively book, David Buller examines in detail the major claims of evolutionary psychology—the paradigm
popularized by Steven Pinker in The Blank Slate and by David Buss in The Evolution of Desire—and rejects them all. This does not mean that
we cannot apply evolutionary theory to human psychology, says Buller, but that the conventional wisdom in evolutionary psychology is
misguided. Evolutionary psychology employs a kind of reverse engineering to explain the evolved design of the mind, figuring out the
adaptive problems our ancestors faced and then inferring the psychological adaptations that evolved to solve them. In the carefully argued
central chapters of Adapting Minds, Buller scrutinizes several of evolutionary psychology's most highly publicized "discoveries," including
"discriminative parental solicitude" (the idea that stepparents abuse their stepchildren at a higher rate than genetic parents abuse their
biological children). Drawing on a wide range of empirical research, including his own large-scale study of child abuse, he shows that none is
actually supported by the evidence. Buller argues that our minds are not adapted to the Pleistocene, but, like the immune system, are
continually adapting, over both evolutionary time and individual lifetimes. We must move beyond the reigning orthodoxy of evolutionary
psychology to reach an accurate understanding of how human psychology is influenced by evolution. When we do, Buller claims, we will
abandon not only the quest for human nature but the very idea of human nature itself.
First published in 1990. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
How reading the Bible as a work of cultural and scientific evolution can reveal new truths about how our species conquered the Earth The
Bible is the bestselling book of all time. It has been venerated -- or excoriated -- as God's word, but so far no one has read the Bible for what
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it is: humanity's diary, chronicling our ancestors' valiant attempts to cope with the trials and tribulations of life on Earth. In The Good Book of
Human Nature, evolutionary anthropologist Carel van Schaik and historian Kai Michel advance a new view of Homo sapiens' cultural
evolution. The Bible, they argue, was written to make sense of the single greatest change in history: the transition from egalitarian huntergatherer to agricultural societies. Religion arose as a strategy to cope with the unprecedented levels of epidemic disease, violence, inequality,
and injustice that confronted us when we abandoned the bush -- and which still confront us today. Armed with the latest findings from
cognitive science, evolutionary biology, archeology, and religious history, van Schaik and Michel take us on a journey through the Book of
Books, from the Garden of Eden all the way to Golgotha. The Book of Genesis, they reveal, marked the emergence of private property-one
can no longer take the fruit off any tree, as one could before agriculture. The Torah as a whole is the product of a surprisingly logical, even
scientific, approach to society's problems. This groundbreaking perspective allows van Schaik and Michel to coax unexpected secrets from
the familiar stories of Adam and Eve, Cain and Able, Abraham and Moses, Jesus of Nazareth and Mary. The Bible may have a dark side, but
in van Schaik and Michel's hands, it proves to be a hallmark of human indefatigability. Provocative and deeply original, The Good Book of
Human Nature offers a radically new understanding of the Bible. It shows that the Bible is more than just a pillar for religious belief: it is a
pioneering attempt at scientific inquiry.
In this book, Jonathan H. Turner combines sociology, evolutionary biology, cladistic analysis from biology, and comparative neuroanatomy to
examine human nature as inherited from common ancestors shared by humans and present-day great apes. Selection pressures altered this
inherited legacy for the ancestors of humans—termed hominins for being bipedal—and forced greater organization than extant great apes when
the hominins moved into open-country terrestrial habitats. The effects of these selection pressures increased hominin ancestors’ emotional
capacities through greater social and group orientation. This shift, in turn, enabled further selection for a larger brain, articulated speech, and
culture along the human line. Turner elaborates human nature as a series of overlapping complexes that are the outcome of the inherited
legacy of great apes being fed through the transforming effects of a larger brain, speech, and culture. These complexes, he shows, can be
understood as the cognitive complex, the psychological complex, the emotions complex, the interaction complex, and the community
complex.
Philosophers have traditionally concentrated on the qualities that make human beings different from other species. In Beast and Man Mary
Midgley, one of our foremost intellectuals, stresses continuities. What makes people tick? Largely, she asserts, the same things as animals.
She tells us humans are rather more like other animals than we previously allowed ourselves to believe, and reminds us just how primitive we
are in comparison to the sophistication of many animals. A veritable classic for our age, Beast and Man has helped change the way we think
about ourselves and the world in which we live.
"Martin should be commended for finding a niche in this vast literature and managing to say something original ...His book is worth reading
because it reminds us of an important aspect of Enlightenment thinking, one that questioned the freedom of the will." * H-France "...strongly
recommended for specialists and advanced scholars of the period." * History: Review of New Books "...a valuable contribution to the
institutional history of the Jacobin clubs." * Canadian Journal of History What view of man did the French Revolutionaries hold? Anyone who
purports to be interested in the "Rights of Man" could be expected to see this question as crucial and yet, surprisingly, it is rarely raised.
Through his work as a legal historian, Xavier Martin came to realize that there is no unified view of man and that, alongside the "official"
revolutionary discourse, very divergent views can be traced in a variety of sources from the Enlightenment to the Napoleonic Code. Michelet's
phrases, "Know men in order to act upon them" sums up the problem that Martin's study constantly seeks to elucidate and illustrate: it reveals
the prevailing tendency to see men as passive, giving legislators and medical people alike free rein to manipulate them at will. His analysis
impels the reader to revaluate the Enlightenment concept of humanism. By drawing on a variety of sources, the author shows how the
anthropology of Enlightenment and revolutionary France often conflicts with concurrent discourses. Xavier Martin is a Historian of Law and
Professor at the Faculty of Law, Economics and Social Sciences at Angers University. He has published extensively on the ideology of the
French Revolution and on the Code Civil of 1804.
From the million-copy bestselling author of The 48 Laws of Power Robert Greene is a master guide for millions of readers, distilling ancient
wisdom and philosophy into essential texts for seekers of power, understanding and mastery. Now he turns to the most important subject of
all - understanding people's drives and motivations, even when they are unconscious of them themselves. We are social animals. Our very
lives depend on our relationships with people. Knowing why people do what they do is the most important tool we can possess, without which
our other talents can only take us so far. Drawing from the ideas and examples of Pericles, Queen Elizabeth I, Martin Luther King Jr, and
many others, Greene teaches us how to detach ourselves from our own emotions and master self-control, how to develop the empathy that
leads to insight, how to look behind people's masks, and how to resist conformity to develop your singular sense of purpose. Whether at
work, in relationships, or in shaping the world around you, The Laws of Human Nature offers brilliant tactics for success, self-improvement,
and self-defence.
Enhance your understanding of the theories of human nature with ON HUMAN NATURE: AN INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY!
Organized in a historical format that draws from sources including Ancient Asian sources, classical thinkers, medieval thinkers, modern
thinkers, and contemporary minds, this philosophy text provides you with an introduction to age-old debate that is as crucial now in our
technological and scientific age as it has ever been. Study questions provided for each reading and the book-specific website provide you
with the opportunity to practice what you have learned.
“Provocative and richly textured. . . .Schwartz’s analyses of the inadequacies of contemporary scientific views of human nature are
compelling, but the consequences are even more worthy of note.” —Los Angeles Times Out of the investigations and speculations of
contemporary science, a challenging view of human behavior and society has emerged and gained strength. It is a view that equates “human
nature” utterly and unalterably with the pursuit of self-interest. Influenced by this view, people increasingly appeal to natural imperatives,
instead of moral ones, to explain and justify their actions and those of others.
Have humans always waged war? Is warring an ancient evolutionary adaptation or a relatively recent behavior--and what does that tell us
about human nature? In War, Peace, and Human Nature, editor Douglas P. Fry brings together leading experts in such fields as evolutionary
biology, archaeology, anthropology, and primatology to answer fundamental questions about peace, conflict, and human nature in an
evolutionary context. The chapters in this book demonstrate that humans clearly have the capacity to make war, but since war is absent in
some cultures, it cannot be viewed as a human universal. And counter to frequent presumption the actual archaeological record reveals the
recent emergence of war. It does not typify the ancestral type of human society, the nomadic forager band, and contrary to widespread
assumptions, there is little support for the idea that war is ancient or an evolved adaptation. Views of human nature as inherently warlike stem
not from the facts but from cultural views embedded in Western thinking. Drawing upon evolutionary and ecological models; the
archaeological record of the origins of war; nomadic forager societies past and present; the value and limitations of primate analogies; and
the evolution of agonism, including restraint; the chapters in this interdisciplinary volume refute many popular generalizations and effectively
bring scientific objectivity to the culturally and historically controversial subjects of war, peace, and human nature.
What does it mean to be a part of—rather than apart from—nature? This book is about how we interact with wildlife and the ways in which this
can make our lives richer and more fulfilling. But it also explores the conflicts and contradictions inevitable in a world that is now so
completely dominated by our own species. Interest in wildlife and wild places, and their profound effects on human wellbeing, have increased
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sharply as we face up to the ongoing biodiversity extinction crisis and reassess our priorities following a global pandemic. Ian Carter, lifelong
naturalist and a former bird specialist at Natural England, sets out to uncover the intricacies of the relationship between humans and nature.
In a direct, down-to-earth style he explains some of the key practical, ethical and philosophical problems we must navigate as we seek to
reconnect with nature. This wide-ranging and infectiously personal account does not shy away from controversial subjects—such as how we
handle invasive species, reintroductions, culling or dog ownership—and reveals in stark terms that properly addressing our connection to the
natural world is an imperative, not a luxury. Short, pithy chapters make this book ideal for dipping into. Meanwhile, it builds into a compelling
whole as the story moves from considering the wildlife close to home through to conflicts and, finally, the joy and sense of escape that can be
had in the wildest corners of our landscapes, where there is still so much to discover.
Drawn from Parerga and posthumously published works, these six essays offer an accessible approach to the author's philosophy. Topics
include government, free will and fatalism, character, moral instinct, and ethics.
Unpopular in its day, David Hume's sprawling, three-volume 'A Treatise of Human Nature' (1739-40) has withstood the test of time and had
enormous impact on subsequent philosophical thought. Hume's comprehensive effort to form an observationally grounded study of human
nature employs John Locke's empiric principles to construct a theory of knowledge from which to evaluate metaphysical ideas. A key to
modern studies of eighteenth-century Western philosophy, the Treatise considers numerous classic philosophical issues, including causation,
existence, freedom and necessity, and morality. Unabridged republication of the edition originally published by Oxford at the Clarendon
Press, London, 1888.
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