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**WINNER of Presto Books' Best Composer Biography** NINE WORKS OF
BEETHOVEN, NINE WINDOWS INTO THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF A MUSICAL
GENIUS. 'We are doubly blessed that Beethoven should have led such an
extraordinary life. Laura has combined the two - the genius of his music and the
richness of his experiences - to shine a revealing light on our greatest composer'
John Humphrys _________________________ Ludwig van Beethoven: to some,
simply the greatest ever composer of Western classical music. Yet his life
remains shrouded in myths. In Beethoven, Oxford professor Laura Tunbridge
cuts through the noise. With each chapter focusing on a period of his life, piece of
music and revealing theme - from family to friends, from heroism to liberty - she
provides a rich insight into the man and the music. Revealing a wealth of neverbefore-seen material, this tour de force is a compelling, accessible portrayal of
one of the world's most creative minds and it will transform how you listen for
ever. _________________________ 'Tunbridge has come up with the seemingly
impossible: a new way of approaching Beethoven's life and music . . . profoundly
original and hugely readable' John Suchet, author Beethoven: The Man
Revealed 'This well researched and accessible book is a must read for all who
seek to know more about the flesh and blood tangible Beethoven.' John Clubbe,
author of Beethoven: The Relentless Revolutionary 'This book is really wonderful!
... However many books on Beethoven you own, find the space for one more.
This one' Stephen Hough, pianist, composer, writer 'In a year when everyone's
looking for a new take on Beethoven, Laura Tunbridge has found nine. Fresh and
engaging' Norman Lebrecht, author of Genius and Anxiety 'Remarkable . . . she
captures the essence of his genius and character. I'll always want to keep it in
easy reach' Julia Boyd, author of Travellers in the third Reich
Respected Christian educator, Dr. James Stobaugh, offers an entire year of high
school British history curriculum in an easy to teach and comprehensive volume.
British History: Observations & Assessments from Early Cultures to Today
employs clear objectives and challenging assignments for the eleventh grade
student without revisionist or anti-Christian perspectives. From before the AngloSaxon invasions to the end of an empire, British history trends, philosophies, and
events are thoroughly explored. The following components are covered for the
student: Critical thinking - Examinations of historical theories, terms, and
concepts - History makers who changed the course of Britain's history Overviews and insights into world views. Students will complete this course
knowing the rise of the British empire that influenced nearly every corner of the
earth!
The late Carl Dahlhaus combines interpretations of individual works and
excursions into the musical aesthetics of the period around 1800 in order to
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reconstruct Beethoven's `musical thinking' from the evidence in the works
themselves and their context in the history of ideas.
Rouget de Lisle's famous anthem, La marseillaise, admirably reflects the
confidence and enthusiasm of the early years of the French Revolution. But the
effects on music of the Revolution and the events that followed it in France were
more far-reaching than that. Hymns, chansons and even articles of the
Constitution set to music in the form of vaudevilles all played their part in
disseminating Revolutionary ideas and principles; music education was
reorganized to compensate for the loss of courtly institutions and the weakened
maitrises of cathedrals and churches. Opera, in particular, was profoundly
affected, in both its organization and its subject matter, by the events of 1789 and
the succeeding decade. The essays in this book, written by specialists in the
period, deal with all these aspects of music in Revolutionary France, highlighting
the composers and writers who played a major role in the changes that took
place there. They also identify some of the traditions and genres that survived the
Revolution, and look at the effects on music of Napoleon's invasion of Italy.
The first comprehensive, synoptic study of humanistic ideas of Empire in the
period c.1250-1402, Humanism and Empire offers a radical new interpretation of
fourteenth-century political thought, and raises wide-ranging questions about the
foundations of modern constitutional ideas and the origins of the concept of
liberty.
“Brilliant....This book is a perfect marriage—or should one say, duet—of subject
and author, every word as masterly as the notes of the artist it illuminates.” —
Christopher Buckley, Forbes “This is not just criticism but poetry in itself, with the
additional—and inestimable—merit of being true.” — Washington Post Book World
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Edmund Morris (The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt,
Theodore Rex, Dutch) is one of America’s most distinguished biographers,
known for his rich, compulsively readable prose style. His biography of
Beethoven, one of the most admired composers in the history of music, is above
all a study of genius in action, of one of the few giants of Western culture.
Beethoven is another engaging entry in the HarperCollins’ “Eminent Lives”
series of biographies by distinguished authors on canonical figures.
"Landscapes of Beethoven's Signature, an exhibit consisting of twenty-two works
of art in a variety of media, is a tribute to the revolutionary composer Ludwig van
Beethoven [...]. Landscapes of Beethoven's Signature comprises a body of visual
works showing the hand of Beethoven the Creative Artist. Literal landscapes,
which also incorporate Beethoven's calligraphy, have been interpreted in the two
larger oil paintings, 'In Moonlight' and 'Look Through These Trees.' Figurative
depiction of 'landscape' and 'signature' is represented in a variety of ways within
the sculptures, prints, books and calligraphy. For several of the pieces, visual
material was derived from Beethoven's actual handwriting and musical notation.
In other works, the ideas were created from broader concepts of line, form and
composition"--leaves 4,11.
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Political Beethoven explores Beethoven's music as an active participant in political life
from the Napoleonic Wars to the present day.
Celebrate Ludwig van Beethoven's 250th birthday with an anthology of comics inspired
by the maestro's life and music. Fantasy and History. Fables and Ghost Stories.
Adventure and Romance. This tome of tales is written by Brandon Montclare and Frank
Marraffino and features a dozen visual artists who reflect on the breadth of Beethoven's
influence. Carefully curated, readers will experience both masterpieces and lesser
known gems in a brand new light. Cover design by David Mack.
A complete new edition of Beethoven's conversation books, now translated into English
in their entirety for the first time, covering a period associated with the revolutionary
style of what we call late Beethoven.
This book explores the fascinating musical and dramatic elements within Fidelio,
Beethoven's only complete opera.
A fascinating and in-depth exploration of how the Enlightenment, the French
Revolution, and Napoleon shaped Beethoven’s political ideals and inspired his
groundbreaking compositions. Beethoven imbibed Enlightenment and revolutionary
ideas in his hometown of Bonn, where they were fervently discussed in cafés and at the
university. Moving to Vienna at the age of twenty-one to study with Haydn, he gained
renown as a brilliant pianist and innovative composer. In that conservative city, capital
of the Hapsburg empire, authorities were ever watchful to curtail and punish overt
displays of radical political views. Nevertheless, Beethoven avidly followed the meteoric
rise of Napoleon. As Napoleon had made strides to liberate Europe from aristocratic
oppression, so Beethoven desired to liberate humankind through music. He went
beyond the musical forms of Haydn and Mozart, notably in the Eroica Symphony and
his opera Fidelio, both inspired by the French Revolution and Napoleon. John Clubbe
illuminates Beethoven as a lifelong revolutionary through his compositions, portraits,
and writings, and by setting him alongside major cultural figures of the time—among
them Schiller, Goethe, Byron, Chateaubriand, and Goya.
The authoritative Beethoven biography, endorsed by and produced in close
collaboration with the Beethoven-Haus Bonn, is timed for the 250th anniversary of
Beethoven's birth. With unprecedented access to the archives at the Beethoven House
in Bonn, renowned Beethoven conductor and scholar Jan Caeyers expertly weaves
together a deeply human and complex image of Beethoven—his troubled youth, his
unpredictable mood swings, his desires, relationships, and conflicts with family and
friends, the mysteries surrounding his affair with the “immortal beloved,” and the
dramatic tale of his deafness. Caeyers also offers new insights into Beethoven’s music
and its gradual transformation from the work of a skilled craftsman into that of a
consummate artist. Demonstrating an impressive command of the vast scholarship on
this iconic composer, Caeyers brings Beethoven’s world alive with elegant prose,
memorable musical descriptions, and vivid depictions of Bonn and Vienna—the cities
where Beethoven produced and performed his works. Caeyers explores how
Beethoven’s career was impacted by the historical and philosophical shifts taking place
in the music world, and conversely, how his own trajectory changed the course of the
music industry. Equal parts absorbing cultural history and lively biography, Beethoven,
A Life paints a complex portrait of the musical genius who redefined the musical style of
his day and went on to become one of the great pillars of Western art music.
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Rookie Biographies offer an in-depth look at some of the most influential and interesting
people in history. They might be innovative artists, like Maurice Sendak, or
groundbreaking athletes like Muhammad Ali. Maybe they are ordinary people who do
extraordinary things, like Alexander Hamilton. No matter what his or her story, the
inviting text and exciting photos of these beginning biographies make exploring these
fascinating people approachable and fun. Fascinating Fact: Beethoven played his first
concert when he was seven years old.

Volume 1.Nos. 1 to 8 (February 1818 to March 1820) --Volume 2.Nos. 9 to 16
(March 1820 to September 1820) --Volume 3.Nos. 17 to 31 (May 1822 to May
1823).
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Combining musical insight with the most recent research, William Kinderman's
Beethoven is both a richly drawn portrait of the man and a guide to his music.
Kinderman traces the composer's intellectual and musical development from the
early works written in Bonn to the Ninth Symphony and the late quartets, looking
at compositions from different and original perspectives that show Beethoven's
art as a union of sensuous and rational, of expression and structure. In analyses
of individual pieces, Kinderman shows that the deepening of Beethoven's
musical thought was a continuous process over decades of his life. In this new
updated edition, Kinderman gives more attention to the composer's early
chamber music, his songs, his opera Fidelio, and to a number of often-neglected
works of the composer's later years and fascinating projects left incomplete. A
revised view emerges from this of Beethoven's aesthetics and the musical
meaning of his works. Rather than the conventional image of a heroic and
tormented figure, Kinderman provides a more complex, more fully rounded
account of the composer. Although Beethoven's deafness and his other personal
crises are addressed, together with this ever-increasing commitment to his art, so
too are the lighter aspects of his personality: his humor, his love of puns, his
great delight in juxtaposing the exalted and the commonplace.
Highlighting the most important events, ideas, and individuals that shaped
modern Europe, A Concise History of Modern Europe provides a readable,
succinct history of the continent from the Enlightenment and the French
Revolution to the present day. Avoiding a detailed, lengthy chronology, the book
focuses on key events and ideas to explore the causes and consequences of
revolutions—be they political, economic, or scientific; the origins and development
of human rights and democracy; and issues of European identity. Any reader
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needing a broad overview of the sweep of European history since 1789 will find
this book, published in a first edition under the title Revolutionary Europe, an
engaging and cohesive narrative.
Beethoven scholar and classical radio host John Suchet has had a lifelong,
ardent interest in the man and his music. Here, in his first full-length biography,
Suchet illuminates the composer’s difficult childhood, his struggle to maintain
friendships and romances, his ungovernable temper, his obsessive efforts to
control his nephew’s life, and the excruciating decline of his hearing. This
absorbing narrative provides a comprehensive account of a momentous life, as it
takes the reader on a journey from the composer’s birth in Bonn to his death in
Vienna. Chronicling the landmark events in Beethoven's career—from his
competitive encounters with Mozart to the circumstances surrounding the
creation of the well-known Für Elise and Moonlight Sonata—this book enhances
understanding of the composer's character, inspiring a deeper appreciation for
his work. Beethoven scholarship is constantly evolving, and Suchet draws on the
latest research, using rare source material (some of which has never before been
published in English) to paint a complete and vivid portrait of the legendary
prodigy.
Examines America's early reception to Beethoven, the use of his work and image
in American music, movies, stage works, and other forms of popular culture, and
related topics.
'My compositions bring me in a good deal ... I state my price and they pay.'
Beethoven was an inspired composer but he was also a working musician with
sound commercial sense. David Wyn Jones's account of Beethoven the man and
composer reveals the life of a creative musician in Bonn and Vienna in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. While paying due regard to the image
of Beethoven as one of the most single-minded composers in the history of
music, this biography places his work in the context of the musical life of the
period. Through an understanding of the changing nature of musical patronage,
the private and public concert, the impact of the Napoleonic Wars on culture and
society, and the increasing ambition of musical life in the period after the end of
the wars, a varied and dynamic picture of Beethoven's musical career emerges.
Ludwig van Beethoven, one of the most influential composers of all time, is brought
vividly to life and made relevant to todays young musicians in Beethoven for Kids.
Children will learn about Beethovens troubled childhood and family life, early gift and
passion for music, volatile personality, championing of equality and freedom, and
persistence in his work despite increasing hearing loss. The great musicians, thinkers,
and movements of Beethovens time, from Mozart and Haydn to the bold new ideas of
the Enlightenment, are presented and their profound effect on the composer's life and
music explained. Twenty-one engaging activities, including singing musical variations,
dancing a Viennese waltz, creating an operatic diorama, and making a model eardrum,
illuminate Beethovens life, times, and work. A time line, a glossary, online resources,
and recordings and reading lists for further listening and study round out this
comprehensive resource.
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The Thirty-three Variations on a Waltz by Diabelli, Op. 120, represent Beethovens most
extraordinary achievement in the art of variation-writing. In their originality and power of
invention, they stand beside other late Beethoven masterpieces such as the Ninth
Symphony, the Missa Solemnis, and the last quartets. William Kindermans study of the
compositional history of the work includes the first extended investigation and
reconstruction of the sketches and drafts, and reveals, contrary to earlier views of its
chronology, that it was actually begun in 1819, then put aside, and completed in
1822-3. Kinderman also provides an analytical discussion of the complete work, and he
demonstrates how insights derived from a close study of the sketches can illuminate
Beethovens compositional ideas and attitudes and contribute substantially to a better
understanding of this massive and complex set of variations. The book includes
complete transcriptions of the two central documents in the genesis of the Diabelli
variations - the reconstructed Wittgenstein Sketchbook and the Paris - Landsberg Montauban Draft.
Provides a detailed overview of the life of Ludwig van Beethoven, from Enlightenmentera Bonn to the musical capital of Vienna, describing the composer's career, ill health,
and romantic rejections.
The history of Beethoven's popular Ninth Symphony, which premiered in 1824, is
captured in this account of its life as an artwork and its political existence through time.
Reprint.
Religion, Redemption, and Revolution closely examines the intertwined intellectual
development of one of the most important Jewish thinkers of the twentieth century,
Franz Rosenzweig, and his friend and teacher, Christian sociologist Eugen RosenstockHuessy. The first major English work on Rosenstock-Huessy, it also provides a
significant reinterpretation of Rosenzweig's writings based on the thinkers' shared
insights — including their critique of modern Western philosophy, and their novel
conception of speech. This groundbreaking bookprovides a detailed examination of
their 'new speech thinking' paradigm, a model grounded in the faith traditions of
Judaism and Christianity. Wayne Cristaudo contrasts this paradigm against the radical
liberalism that has dominated social theory for the last fifty years. Religion, Redemption,
and Revolution provides powerful arguments for the continued relevance of
Rosenzweig and Rosenstock-Huessy's work in navigating the religious, social, and
political conflicts we now face.
Ludwig Van BeethovenA Revolutionary ComposerC. Press/F. Watts Trade
Mention twentieth-century Russian music, and the names of three &"giants&"&—Igor
Stravinsky, Sergei Prokofiev, and Dmitrii Shostakovich&—immediately come to mind.
Yet during the turbulent decade following the Bolshevik Revolution, Stravinsky and
Prokofiev lived abroad and Shostakovich was just finishing his conservatory training.
While the fame of these great musicians is widely recognized, little is known about the
creative challenges and political struggles that engrossed musicians in Soviet Russia
during the crucial years after 1917. Music for the Revolution examines musicians&’
responses to Soviet power and reveals the conditions under which a distinctively Soviet
musical culture emerged in the early thirties. Given the dramatic repression of
intellectual freedom and creativity in Stalinist Russia, the twenties often seem to be
merely a prelude to Totalitarianism in artistic life. Yet this was the decade in which the
creative intelligentsia defined its relationship with the Soviet regime and the aesthetic
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foundations for socialist realism were laid down. In their efforts to deal with the political
challenges of the Revolution, musicians grappled with an array of issues affecting
musical education, professional identity, and the administration of musical life, as well
as the embrace of certain creative platforms and the rejection of others. Nelson shows
how debates about these issues unfolded in the context of broader concerns about
artistic modernism and elitism, as well as the more expansive goals and censorial
authority of Soviet authorities. Music for the Revolution shows how the musical
community helped shape the musical culture of Stalinism and extends the interpretive
frameworks of Soviet culture presented in recent scholarship to an area of artistic
creativity often overlooked by historians. It should be broadly important to those
interested in Soviet history, the cultural roots of Stalinism, Russian and Soviet music,
and the place of music and the arts in revolutionary change.
Accessible and affordable biography illustrated throughout with over 30 full-color plates
In the years spanning from 1800 to 1824, Ludwig van Beethoven completed nine symphonies,
now considered among the greatest masterpieces of Western music. Yet despite the fact that
this time period, located in the wake of the Enlightenment and at the peak of romanticism, was
one of rich intellectual exploration and social change, the influence of such threads of thought
on Beethoven’s work has until now remained hidden beneath the surface of the notes.
Beethoven’s Symphonies presents a fresh look at the great composer’s approach and the
ideas that moved him, offering a lively account of the major themes unifying his radically
diverse output. Martin Geck opens the book with an enthralling series of cultural, political, and
musical motifs that run throughout the symphonies. A leading theme is Beethoven’s intense
intellectual and emotional engagement with the figure of Napoleon, an engagement that
survived even Beethoven’s disappointment with Napoleon’s decision to be crowned emperor
in 1804. Geck also delves into the unique ways in which Beethoven approached beginnings
and finales in his symphonies, as well as his innovative use of particular instruments. He then
turns to the individual symphonies, tracing elements—a pitch, a chord, a musical theme—that
offer a new way of thinking about each work and will make even the most devoted fans of
Beethoven admire the symphonies anew. Offering refreshingly inventive readings of the work
of one of history’s greatest composers, this book shapes a fascinating picture of the
symphonies as a cohesive oeuvre and of Beethoven as a master symphonist.
At the turn of the twentieth century, students returning from abroad introduced Beethoven to
China. The composer's perseverance in the face of adversity and his musical genius resonated
in a nation searching for a way forward. Beethoven remained a durable part of Chinese life in
the decades that followed, becoming an icon to intellectuals, music fans and party cadres alike,
playing a role in major historical events from the May Fourth Movement to the normalisation of
US-China relations. Jindong Cai, whose love for the musician began during the Cultural
Revolution, and culture journalist Sheila Melvin tell the compelling story of Beethoven and the
Chinese people.
Music moves through time; it is not static. In order to appreciate music wemust remember what
sounds happened, and anticipate what sounds might comenext. This book takes you on a
journey of music from past to present, from the Middle Ages to the Baroque Period to the 20th
century and beyond!
A TIME Magazine Top 10 Nonfiction Book of 2012 A New Yorker Best Book of the Year Los
Angeles Magazine's #1 Music Book of the Year A unique and revelatory book of music history
that examines in great depth what is perhaps the best-known and most-popular symphony
ever written and its four-note opening, which has fascinated musicians, historians, and
philosophers for the last two hundred years. Music critic Matthew Guerrieri reaches back
before Beethoven’s time to examine what might have influenced him in writing his Fifth
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Symphony, and forward into our own time to describe the ways in which the Fifth has, in turn,
asserted its influence. He uncovers possible sources for the famous opening notes in the
rhythms of ancient Greek poetry and certain French Revolutionary songs and symphonies.
Guerrieri confirms that, contrary to popular belief, Beethoven was not deaf when he wrote the
Fifth. He traces the Fifth’s influence in China, Russia, and the United States (Emerson and
Thoreau were passionate fans) and shows how the masterpiece was used by both the Allies
and the Nazis in World War II. Altogether, a fascinating piece of musical detective work—a treat
for music lovers of every stripe.
*Analyzes the themes and progression of Beethoven's most famous works, comparing and
contrasting them to each other and other composers' great works. *Includes pictures of
important people and places in Beethoven's life. *Includes a bibliography for further reading.
*Includes a list of Beethoven's works. "Don't only practise your art, but force your way into its
secrets; art deserves that, for it and knowledge can raise man to the Divine." - Beethoven
Among all of history's greatest musicians, few have been as admired or influential as Ludwig
van Beethoven, whose name remains synonymous with composing. Works like his Fifth and
Ninth symphonies remain instantly recognizable over 200 years after they were composed,
and their sweeping and grandiose nature are made all the more amazing by the fact that their
author was gradually going deaf and couldn't hear music very well by the time he was
composing them. Similarly, the "Moonlight Sonata" and "Fur Elise" are renowned across the
world and are some of the most famous piano pieces of all time. At the same time,
Beethoven's work ushered in a new era in art, helping the transition from the Classical era to
the Romantic era. In the 180 years since his death, Beethoven has been enshrined by modern
society as one of the most esteemed classical composers in the history of civilization, but he
had a profound and immediate influence on the German musical lineage that would pass
through Robert Schumann, Richard Wagner, Gustav Mahler and Richard Strauss all the way to
composers of the 20th and early 21st centuries. At a time when music was very much viewed
as science, Beethoven was a giant in the field, and as such he was viewed as a genius. As
Beethoven himself once put it, "Music is the one incorporeal entrance into the higher world of
knowledge which comprehends mankind but which mankind cannot comprehend." In terms of
assessing the essence of Beethoven's era, character or musical output, no unqualified
categorization is possible, for he straddled a titanic shifting of social ideologies, performance
and compositional practices, intra-continental upheavals and an emergence of the championed
self in all forms of civic and artistic expressions. The ideals of the Enlightenment, an intellectual
tide that swept throughout the late 18th century and opened the door to a new individualism,
did not remain static through his lifetime; Beethoven was shaped by the internal and societal
bent for revolutionary thought, and he was eager to play his part as a public figure in reflecting
and furthering its development. Indeed, by the late Classical age, which largely deemed music
a science, it came to be admitted in even academic circles that "music is the inarticulate
outpouring of emotion." Such a changing state of music's relationship to society allowed what
some have called Beethoven's Promethean personality to prosper in his creative work. Ludwig
van Beethoven: The Life and Music of the Great Composer comprehensively analyzes the
themes and revolutionary advancements of Beethoven's music, looking at his most famous
works and comparing and contrasting them. Along with pictures of important people, places,
and events, you will learn about Beethoven and his music like never before, in no time at all.
This Volume contains papers presented at a symposium organized by the Center for Austrian
Studies and held at the University of Minnesota in May 1989. Scholars from Austria, England,
Canada, and the United States, specializing in Austrian history, music, art, and literature met to
discuss a number of common topics and themes form a variety of perspectives relating to
Austria in the age of the French Revolution. The symposium was remarkable for the
congeniality of the participants and the easy and fruitful way in which they exchanged ideas
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and blended their approaches ind insights. The development of Austrian diplomacy, warfare,
society, and culture in the period, and the impact of the French Enlightenment and Revolution
on Austrian art, literature, music, drama, and journalism are explored in the essays that appear
in this study.
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