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Hinduism Our Places Of Worship
Reconsiders whether Hinduism can be considered a missionary religion.
Christians find themselves in an increasingly diverse world. The new place of worship in our neighborhood might just as
likely be a Hindu temple or a Muslim mosque as a church or a synagogue. How should we view other world religions, and
more important, how should we engage our religiously oriented neighbors in conversation? Do all religions teach the
same thing? Or are there significant differences? Do we try to minimize differences and just get along? Or do we hold out
the Christian faith as the one true hope for all the world? Drawing on his wide experience and knowledge of other
religions and how they are actually lived, Winfried Corduan helps us sort through the complex tapestry of faiths around
the globe. He contends that there are common threads of understanding that can serve to link us in meaningful
discussion. From these common threads we can go on to explore genuine differences. Through the course of the book,
Corduan leads readers to explore the important issues of revelation and truth, morality and guilt, grace and redemption,
eschatology and hope. Ultimately, Jesus Christ, he argues, stands unique among religious figures and Christianity unique
among the world's religions. This is a book that strengthens Christians in their convictions while encouraging them to
engage their neighbors with humility, loved, and discernment.
Who am I and Many facets of Hindu Religion is a complete knowledge book on our Hindu Religion, which is in fact,
Sanatan or Eternal Religion. It has been elucidated with the help of the attention paid on its very important cores. The
answers provided in Who am I and Many facets of Hindu Religion will generate new questions in the mind of the reader,
which is the best process of knowing and learning, and has been the hidden aim of the author. He has advocated 'Search
Within' by showing the 'Hidden Meaning' behind 'Religion and God' and 'Symbols and Events'. The author of Who am I
and Many facets of Hindu Religion, in the vein and words of the Scriptures has commented, "There are countless
scriptures, and endless knowledge, but there is very little time, and lots of difficulties or distractions, therefore acquire
only the essence." There is that essence in it.
While historical tradition is explored from as far back as pre-Aryan times in the fascinating ancient civilization that existed
in India a few thousand years BCE, later expressions of religion and philosophy that informed early Hindu tradition are
gleaned from its sacred texts. The author examines how present beliefs and practices have been informed by past
traditions, and the resulting accommodation in Hinduism today. The book serves as an introduction to the two strands of
theism and philosophical thought that emerged from early scriptures as they are expressed independently in Hinduism as
well as in those traditions where they are woven together to create new religious movements.
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The third edition of this well-regarded introduction to Hinduism adds new material on the religion’s origins, on its relations
with rival traditions, and on Hindu science.
Swami Vivekananda was never concerned with world-negating spirituality distanced from the din and bustle of daily
living. He was intensely perturbed by the endless suffering of mankind and discovered that the root of all suffering lies in
ignorance, disharmony, divisiveness and confinement of consciousness within finitudes. His esoteric experience of
Advaita philosophy of vedanta offered him a unique panacea. In the light of his experience of cosmic consciousness he
found a bridge between science and spirituality, between religions and between the mundane and divine. From
absolutely secular, scientific and experiential philosophy he developed the concept of practical vedanta as a formula of
living. Swamiji prescribed the following motto of life as Self-realisation and selfless service to humanity: “Atmano
mokshartham jagaddhitaya cha.” The twofold complementary agenda can be best practised with the concept of practical
vedanta which is not a religious but a spiritual formula for all.
A collection of prayers and mantras given by Sri Aurobindo and the Mother for spiritual seekers.
Provincial Hinduism explores intersecting religious worlds in an ordinary Indian city that remains close to its traditional
roots, while bearing witness to the impact of globalization. Daniel Gold looks at modern religious life in the central Indian
city of Gwalior, drawing attention to the often complex religious sensibilities behind ordinary Hindu practice. Gold
describes temples of different types, their legendary histories, and the people who patronize them. He also explores the
attraction of Sufi shrines for many Gwalior Hindus. Delicate issues of socioreligious identity are highlighted through an
examination of neighbors living together in a locality mixed in religion, caste, and class. Pursuing issues of community
and identity, Gold turns to Gwalior's Maharashtrians and Sindhis, groups with roots in other parts of the subcontinent that
have settled in the city for generations. These groups function as internal diasporas, organizing in different ways and
making distinctive contributions to local religious life. The book concludes with a focus on new religious institutions
invoking nineteenth-century innovators: three religious service organizations inspired by the great Swami Vivekenanda,
and two contemporary guru-centered groups tracing lineages to Radhasoami Maharaj of Agra. Gold offers the first booklength study to analyze religious life in an ordinary, midsized Indian city, and in so doing has created an invaluable
resource for scholars of contemporary Indian religion, culture, and society.
Many Hindus today are urban middle-class people with many religious values in common with their professional
counterparts in America or Europe. Just as so many modern professionals continue to build new churches, synagogues,
and mosques, contemporary Hindus attend to the construction and maintenance of their religious institutions wherever
their work and life takes them. In Diaspora of the Gods, Joanne Punzo Waghorne traces the changing religious
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sensibilities of the Hindu middle class. Waghorne leads her readers on a journey through the world of the new Hindu
middle-class, focusing on their efforts to build and support places of worship. She invites the reader into the
neighborhoods of Chennai to view often-innovative new and renovated temples constructed in a sometimes seemingly
incongruous urban environment. Her journey, however, does not end there. The cousins and brothers--literal and
figurative--of temple patrons and devotees in Chennai are constructing divine houses abroad that are remaking the
religious panorama of the United Kingdom and the United States. Waghorne leads us into the London neighborhood of
Tooting, climbing upstairs in a former warehouse to see a Goddess temple constructed from plywood painted in trompe
l'oeuil to create all of the features of a proper temple. Elsewhere in London, we meet the God Murugan in an almost
hidden temple immured within the stone shell of a former Church and another Goddess whose temple is tucked inside a
lovely white church on a quiet street. In Washington, a multiplicity of Gods shares a glorious white temple in an otherwise
ordinary suburban neighborhood. Waghorne offers detailed comparisons of these temples, and interviews temple priests,
devotees, and patrons. In the process, she illuminates the interrelationships between ritual worship and religious edifices,
the rise of the modern world economy, and the ascendancy of the great middle class. This is the first comprehensive
portrait of Hinduism as lived today by so many both in India and throughout the world.
The Cave Temples of Ellora, 30 KMS, from Aurangabad district of Maharashtra state, India, is a heritage site for the
World and a priced jewel of Indian Civilization, as at Ellora, one witnesses the harmonious co-existence of three major
religions of the modern secular India, the Hinduism, the Buddhism and the Jainism. Like Ajanta Caves, Ellora was never
discovered. It was always open for visit throughout the ancient and medieval ages. Even though the architectural
activities here began in 5th Century A.D., it was only with the rise of the Chalukya-Rashtrakuta rulers in 7th Century to
10th Century A.D. that art and architecture blossomed at Ellora. The Hindu Rulers in ancient times were governed by
certain religious injunctions and ethical codes which promoted them to donate the funds to the temple building as the
same was considered essential for attainment of worldly power and spiritual salvation. The artists at Ellora were quick to
respond to the urges and demands of their society. They rose to height of their creative dynamism. They acted out of
passion and feelings, faith and sensibility. They drew themes from the mythology and then transformed the rock into a
cavalcade of Gods and Goddesses. While doing so, they judiciously portrayed the feelings of compassion, emotions and
the fury. The temple of Kailasa is an illustration of one of those rare occasions when men's mind, heart and hand, worked
in unison to build this feat. The rocks cut monuments at Ellora, essentially represent the climax of the process of cutting
shrine in direct rock and fashion them into the places of worship and residence embellished with beautiful and imposing
sculptural and pictorial images. This practice started by Buddhism thousands of years ago, was eventually adopted by
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Hinduism and Jainism.The monuments [34 caves] are numbered in a continuous sequence. Buddhist monuments (Caves
1-12) occupy the southernmost part of the site, while Hindu monuments (Caves 13-29) are located in the middle and
towards the north are a small number of five Jain excavations (Caves 30-34]. The infinite lithic representations at Ellora
coordinate into the greatest concentration of the sculpture, wrought at a single site, in diverse styles that art history has
ever witnessed. All the aspects related to daily life, Gods and goddesses, myths and rituals related to all the three
dominant religions, are exhibited in Ellora through architecture and sculptures. In most of the caves, however, the focal
points are centered round the figures of divinities - Buddha, Shiva and Jain Thirthankaras. Music, dancing and erotic
plays of all the carved and painted creatures turn to the central figures of divinity. Gods and demi-gods, flying nymphs,
musicians, kinnaras, dwarfs, makara, elephants, bulls, lion, peacocks or aquatic creatures- whether they are in the main
hall, on the roofs and walls, in the side chambers, in porches, in balconies, in galleries, whether they are standing or
flying, the entire attention of visitors and devotees is attracted to them and the divinities they surround by- Buddha, Shiva
or Tirthankaras.
This book shows how Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism view the place of humanity in the universe.
Each religion is investigated by considering how the it answers the five big existential questions: 1/ Is there a God, or an
Absolute Reality, and if so what is His (Its) nature? 2/ How was the universe created and what is the nature and purpose
of this creation? 3/ What is the essential nature of a human being – are we just ephemeral material beings or do we
possess some kind of indestructible essence? 4/ What is the purpose of life? 5/ What happens upon the death of the
human body? Does this entail annihilation or is there some kind of afterlife, and if so, what is its nature? The answers to
these questions give the essential beliefs of each religion, showing the nature of creation and our place in it. This a
unique contribution to comparative religion, as by studying these religions using the same framework, the central beliefs
of these religions can be clearly presented and compared.
A simple introduction to some of the beliefs, ways of worship, traditions and festivals of the Hindu religion.
The Handbook of Hinduism in Europe portrays and analyses Hindu traditions in every country in Europe. It presents the
main Hindu communities, religious groups, forms and teachings present in the continent and shows that Hinduism have
become a major religion in Europe.
Places of Worship provides an easily accessible guide to researching and writing the history of a synagogue, church,
temple, or mosque. Wind's emphasis on connecting the individual congregation with the larger community and the larger
political and social forces of the time make Places of Worship useful for both the professional and amateur historian.
Appendices provide guidance on important works in American religion and a directory of helpful archives and historical
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agencies.
This general introduction to Hinduism makes a valuable information resource for KS3 and 4 Religious Education students. Written
by a Hindu with wide experience of teaching and writing about Hinduism for children, it covers the foundation and history of
Hinduism. It continues by exploring the beliefs, teachings and practices of modern Hinduism, which includes a look at sacred texts
and places of worship. The final chapters focus on Hinduism and society, and its role in the modern world. A special feature of the
book is the 'in our own words' panels in which practising Hindus give a personal perspective on being a Hindu today. There are
numerous panels that give more detailed information on specific aspects such as types of worship and mantras, as well as quoting
important texts. Imaginatively chosen photos with detailed captions extend the range of information presented. A map shows the
distribution of believers around the world. An historical timeline, glossary and index all contribute to making this a highly engaging
and accessible source of information and thus an essential work of reference for the 11-14 age range.
A multi-purpose reference work which should become an indispensable companion for anybody who comes into touch with
Hinduism. Includes a dictionary of Sanskrit and vernacular terms; a glossary of terms and concepts; and a survey of the historical
development of Hinduism.
This book is a rare attempt and a masterpiece, which helps us to understand better the religions like Buddhism, Jainism, Islam and
Hinduism. Most of us absurdly think that all the religions are same, teaches same and have different paths to follow. Many of us
wrongly believe that all religions and their founders believe in God, soul, Scriptures and Moksha. Many think that all the Shrines,
Stupas and Temples are the place of worship of God. This book reveals that the truth is opposite to our common belief. Due to
lack of the knowledge of spiritual terms, most of the authors are confusing the readers by misusing the spiritual terms. This book
reveals the correct meaning and the differences between the terms like Dharma--Religion--Non-religion; Avatara--Saint; Selfrealization--Enlightenment--Awakening; Scriptures--Ordinary Books; Logic--Illogic; Mindfulness--Mindlessness; Spiritual--Atheist;
Moksha--Nirvana--Liberation etc. All these terms appear alike and are confusing to a layman, but this book clarifies the difference
between them. Most of the religions are propagating their contradictory doctrines, which are logically untenable. At least one of the
doctrines must be incorrect. Some of the religions and their heads are tempering their Holy-Books by deleting, editing and adding
something; and propagating their founders as God or Lord, while their founders have clearly declared that they are ordinary man
or a saint or a 'son of God' or an atheist or a non-believer of God. Many religions are busy in constructing unnecessarily their huge
Shrines with an enormous expenditure in the memory of their founders, where God is not worshiped. But a common man generally
misunderstood these as a place of worship of God. It is an extraordinary unique spiritual book to throw light on such attempts. It is
strange that some non-religions, which do not believe in God, Spirit and soul, are declaring their founders and heads as most
spiritual in the world. Can anybody, who does not believe in Spirit or God or does not seek to know the Spirit be called spiritual?
This is a book, which clarifies the most of our inner confusions. Author is M.Sc. M.Ed. PGDCA, retired Principal got his master's
degrees from University of Delhi. He is religious and extraordinary combination of spiritual and scientific bent of mind. He is
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practicing 'Kriya Yoga' since 1969 & has opportunity of the company and blessings of great saints. He has devoted his life in the
pursuit of God, spiritual studies and yoga. Hiss books are rare masterpieces based upon his spiritual inner experiences and vast
studies, which are useful for both believers and non-believers. His writings are commendable research work and a reservoir for
further spiritual researches. At the time of King Ashoka, all Hindus accepted Buddhism to save themselves form the clutches of
cruel Ashoka. But later about 7th to 8th century A.D. a great saint Adi-Shankara reconverted Buddhist back to Hinduism without
any atrocities or cruelty, He left his adobe at an early age of about 32 years. Both Buddhism and Jainism are different Mat
(opinion) under Hinduism and not separate Dharma. Dharma has come from God Himself, but all Religions, Mat, Dal,
Sampardaya, Samaj etc. are man made and have their founders, but no super mind Super-Scriptures. Book explains no humanpower has any authority to restrict or ban the birth of Almighty God on earth. Has any body ever proved that God can't take birth
on earth? Even the religion like Christianity are now falsly declaring Christ as an avatar of God, although Christ himself denied so
many times in his life that he was not God and Christianity has been affirming for the last 2000 yrs. that God can't take birth on
earth. But now Christianity is tempering Bible and propagating false.
A fascinating exploration of the codes and meanings encrypted in our places of daily worship - covering all major faiths of the
world from antiquity to modern times. Across the globe, pilgrims and tourists, locals and foreigners flock to sacred sites and
houses of worship. Why? Because throughout time, humans have directed extraordinary amounts of energy toward the creation of
architecture that expresses their religious beliefs. From Stonehenge to the Sagrada Família; from the Acropolis to Angkor Wat,
The Secret Language of Sacred Spaces offers fascinating insights into some of the most impressive man-made structures in the
world. By revealing how these historical places of worship were used and how tenets of a faith were encoded in their structures,
the book enhances our understanding and appreciation of the human mind and spirit. The superb full-color photographs that can
be found on every page are supplemented by ingenious 'decoder' sections. These zero in on the most important design elements,
combining close-up detail with fascinating explanatory detail. The book emphasizes the key living faiths (Christianity, Islam,
Judaism, Hinduism and Buddhism), but early chapters also look at the great sites of prehistory and antiquity, including the stone
circle at Avebury in southwest England and the Pyramids at Giza.
Huyler provides an introduction to the scope of Hindu beliefs and practices, accompanied by his arresting photographs
documenting the spirituality of common men and women in India. 200 color illustrations.
"Introduction to Hindu Dharma consists of selections from the more than 4,000 discourses of Kanchi Sankaracharya (1894-1994).
It covers the topics of prayer and virtue, metaphysical truth, and the conflict between traditional Hindu dharma and modernity. A
sage in the Sankara tradition, the Jagadguru was one of the most beloved and honored spiritual figures of the twentieth century in
India and much of Asia and Europe. This book has the distinction of introducing both the sage and his spiritual legacy to the
Western world in the form of an irreplaceable introduction to Hinduism."--BOOK JACKET.
Study of some 150 Hindu families (and about 1000 persons) living in Edinburgh, and particularly about the fact that two
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associations exist among them, one of which is based on activities at a temple.
What is the role of spirituality in your life? Do you pray? Is religion part of your identity or does it make you uncomfortable? To
answer these and other questions, Shoba Narayan approaches faith through perhaps its most primal and nourishing aspect: food.
She partakes of sacred food in shrines across India-- Puri's bhog, Amritsar's langar, Palani's panchamritam, Mathura's pedas,
Ambalapuzha's paal-payasam, Kashi's sweets, Jaipur's rabdi, Ajmer's kesaria bhat, Madurai's dosai, Jewish halva in Mumbai, and
communal feasts in Udupi, Goa and the Kumbh Mela. Sacred food is linked to history, myth, and identity of specific shrines and
their faithful. Food & Faith explores this powerful yet intimate connection. Shoba Narayan has written about food and faith for over
two decades. She was the Hinduism columnist for Beliefnet and won the James Beard MFK Fisher Award for distinguished food
writing. She has been a correspondent for Gourmet magazine and has written about culture, food and faith in her columns and
essays for Hindustan Times and The National Abu Dhabi. Food & Faith brings together two of Shoba's passions: spirituality and
food.
Your hands-on guide to one of the world's major religions The dominant religion of India, "Hinduism" refers to a widevariety of
religious traditions and philosophies that havedeveloped over thousands of years. Today, the United States is hometo
approximately one million Hindus. If you've heard of this ancient religion and are looking for areference that explains the intricacies
of the customs, practices,and teachings of this ancient spiritual system, Hinduism ForDummies is for you! Provides a thorough
introduction to this earliest and popularworld belief system Information on the rites, rituals, deities, and teachingsassociated with
the practice of Hinduism Explores the history and teachings of the Vedas, Brahmans, andUpanishads Offers insight into the
modern daily practice of Hinduismaround the world Continuing the Dummies tradition of making the world's religionsengaging and
accessible to everyone, Hinduism For Dummies isyour hands-on, friendly guide to this fascinating religion.
A selection of Gandhiji s articles drawn mainly from his contributions to young india, the Harijan and the Navjivan on Hinduism.
Written on different occassions, these articles present a picture of hindu dharma I all its richness, comprehensiveness and
sensitivity to the existential delimmas of human existence.
Hinduism For DummiesJohn Wiley & Sons
This book is a pioneering attempt to understand the prehistory of Hinduism in South Asia. Exploring religious processes in the
Deccan region between the eleventh and the nineteenth century with class relations as its point of focus, it throws new light on the
making of religious communities, monastic institutions, legends, lineages, and the ethics that governed them. In the light of this
prehistory, a compelling framework is suggested for a revision of existing perspectives on the making of Hinduism in the
nineteenth and the twentieth century.
With a plethora of temples, churches and mosques all over the country, it is obvious that religion is alive and thriving in the Indian
sub-continent. Religion is integral to Indian identity and spirituality. Every Indian has multiple identities such as caste, class,
religion and region. Political groups try to capitalize this for their own gain. Inculturation has been the Church''s way of evangelizing
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since her very beginning as she moved from her Jewish background into global settings. Today the Church faces a greater
challenge as she moves into a multicultural digital world. Due to significant political and theological developments, the Indian
church has been suffering an identity crisis. Catholics in India are debating the wisdom of this "inculturation" - whether it is right or
not to fuse Roman Catholicism with Hindu culture. When the Vatican advocated that the Church should move with the times while
suppressing unchanging Catholic doctrine, many Catholics participated in these changes. Many of the clergy and the laity, out of
obedience to the supreme Pontiff and eagerness for change, did not question the Vatican II counsel. Some feel this devalued and
allowed the organized storming of the Catholic faith - allowing heresies to take deep root in defiance of God''s commandments!
Many theologians are trying to convince us that Christianity in India has inherited an undesirable Western ambience and must
realize her genuine identity. This inculturation effort involves a transformation of Catholic theology to provide greater spiritual
accommodation for indigenous Indian religions and to dispel the notion that Christianity is the only true faith. If inculturation now
means denying the exclusivity of Christianity, equating Christ with Hindu and Muslim deities, asserting that all religions have equal
validity, and in some cases even abandoning Christian theology to discover higher forms of spirituality in other religions, then is it
acceptable to Catholics? If Catholic leaders can give up reading the Bible, meditate on the Ramayana and the Bhagavad Gita for
inspiration, and consider Krishna "a genuine revelation of God''s grace and love," then why are they calling themselves Catholics
or a Christians? If we look at the practices in the Catholic Church in India today, we can understand why resistance has been
building among the laity against the effort of the theologians and many clergy to Indianize the Catholic faith. Most of us ''old
school'' Catholics were raised to worship in a particular way, and now it is being radically altered. We are being told that our
religious claims have been exaggerated. So why is Christianity being tailored for the Hindus, who don''t want to practice it, instead
of for the Catholics who do? We are in a spiritual battle rather than a cultural or informational warfare. Unless we redefine our
spirituality, we will go nowhere. Indians are wise and only a wise Church can serve them. How can we get back to our old
traditions of faith in a modern non-Catholic or even a non-Christian environment? What answers do we have for our Hindu friends
when they accuse Christians of doing things that are misleading Hindus? "Morphing My Faith" is all about inculturation in the
Catholic Church in India. Not everything is wrong and we should welcome all that is good. I do not want to get back into a cocoon,
but I still draw my strength from our traditions. It is our legacy, it is what keeps us going. We may accept the Vatican''s guidelines,
but do we have to go overboard? The fact is that there is a tremendous difference between drawing from a faith tradition and
blending faith traditions. When we look at what we have in the Catholic Church in India today, can we say that we are spirituality
thriving even if we are starting to morph the way we worship in the predominantly Hindu environment? I hope and pray that we are.
We are at the crossroads of our faith and I pray that we are not walking on religious quicksand.
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly
images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new
Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
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Written to introduce young readers to the everyday traditions of Hinduism through the use of simple text and large pictures. In this
book children take part in many Hindu celebrations and traditions from ringing the bell, prior to going into the temple, to listening to
the priest telling stories.
This title looks at mandirs s and what they mean to those who follow Hinduism. The religious services that people participate in,
signs and symbols important to Hindus, festivals and holy places are also looked at in detail.
The United States has long been described as a nation of immigrants, but it is also a nation of religions in which Muslims and
Methodists, Buddhists and Baptists live and work side by side. This book explores that nation of religions, focusing on how four
recently arrived religious communities--Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and Sikhs--are shaping and, in turn, shaped by American
values. For a generation, scholars have been documenting how the landmark legislation that loosened immigration restrictions in
1965 catalyzed the development of the United States as "a nation of Buddhists, Confucianists, and Taoists, as well as Christians,"
as Supreme Court Justice Tom Clark put it. The contributors to this volume take U.S. religious diversity not as a proposition to be
proved but as the truism it has become. Essays address not whether the United States is a Christian or a multireligious
nation--clearly, it is both--but how religious diversity is changing the public values, rites, and institutions of the nation and how
those values, rites, and institutions are affecting religions centuries old yet relatively new in America. This conversation makes an
important contribution to the intensifying public debate about the appropriate role of religion in American politics and society.
Contributors: Ihsan Bagby, University of Kentucky Courtney Bender, Columbia University Stephen Dawson, Forest, Virginia David
Franz, University of Virginia Hien Duc Do, San Jose State University James Davison Hunter, University of Virginia Prema A.
Kurien, Syracuse University Gurinder Singh Mann, University of California, Santa Barbara Vasudha Narayanan, University of
Florida Stephen Prothero, Boston University Omid Safi, Colgate University Jennifer Snow, Pasadena, California Robert A. F.
Thurman, Columbia University R. Stephen Warner, University of Illinois at Chicago Duncan Ryuken Williams, University of
California, Berkeley
This book helps us to understand better the religions like Buddhism, Jainism, Islam and Hinduism. Most of us absurdly think that
all the religions are same and have different paths to follow. Many wrongly think that all the Shrines, Stupas and Temples are the
place of worship of God. Many are propagating their contradictory doctrines and their heads are tempering their Holy-Books by
deleting, editing and adding something; and propagating their founders as God or Lord, while their founders have clearly declared
that they are ordinary man or a saint or a ‘son of God’ or an atheist or a non-believer of God. It is a unique spiritual book to throw
light on such attempts. It is strange that some non-religions, which do not believe in God, Spirit and soul, are declaring their
founders and heads as most spiritual in the world. Can anybody, who does not believe in Spirit or God or does not seek to know
the Spirit, be called spiritual? This is a book, which clarifies the most of our inner confusions.
Our story takes place in British India around the first half of the twentieth century when great political changes were sweeping the
globe. The two world wars were exposing inhabitants of the world’s secluded regions to modernity, creating cultural conflicts. The
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mighty British Empire, after reaching its zenith, was crumbling. Gandhi was emerging as a national leader and teaching his
followers that freedom from foreign domination can be attained by nonviolent means and that the inhumane treatment of outcastes
in India is evil and must end. Father Gambino, twenty-eight, reaches India in 1920 from Italy. He mission is to spread Christ’s love
to the pagans who worship idols and believe in many gods instead of his one true God. His goal is to save souls and open
churches, schools, and orphanages. He refuses to learn or benefit from the experiences of other Catholic priests in India. He
suspects many of his Christian beliefs were diluted, or even defiled, by exposure to Eastern thoughts. After a few years, however,
his provincialism lessens when he meets and hears a scholarly British commissioner with in-depth knowledge of Hinduism and
Buddhism. When the Japanese army reaches the Indo-Burmese border, Gambino moves from central India to the northeast to
work in the Assam Mission. Here, the year after America enters World War II, he rescues an orphan from certain starvation and
takes him to a Catholic orphanage. Krishna Swamy was born in the Deccan in 1885, the grandson of a temple priest who believes
that everyone shouldn’t read or even hear the Vedas. He accepts the caste system as a natural order. His son secretly resents
him and spends the last years of his life with the untouchables, defiantly teaching them the forbidden Vedas. When he masters the
Sanskrit grammar his grandfather teaches, Krishna accompanies two of his friends on a pilgrimage. During the journey, the
precocious seventeen-year-old observes the strength and confidence of Westerners and the fatalism and superstitions of his
countrymen. At Banaras and Sarnath, they expand their horizons by attending many theological discussions. After relinquishing
his priestly birthrights, he assumes the nonsectarian name of Bir Dharma and proceeds alone to Calcutta University to become
“modern” by studying Christianity, English, and Western values. Professor Das and Brother Curren offer him a scholarship as a
Sanskrit grammarian. Bir and Curren become close friends. They discuss commonalities between Hinduism and Catholicism. Bir
soon discovers that studying other faiths develops respect for all religions. In 1911, Bir meets Nongrim Hilly in Calcutta who later
joins the priesthood to spread Christ’s love to the remote northeast regions. Hilly asks Bir to convert and join him in spreading
Catholicism. But Bir declines. He fears organized religions. After six years at the university, Bir goes to Delhi to work in the
construction of the new imperial capital. There, a Sikh befriends him and invites him to a gurdwara where he learns about Guru
Nanak’s teachings and Sikh history. Construction slows during World War I. Unemployment grows, and the future looks bleak. A
cult member offers human sacrifice for early rain. While reporting this monstrosity to a newspaper, Bir meets a foreign war
correspondent who introduces him to American and Indian papers as a Westernized guru and freelancer. His fame spreads.
Colleges and universities invite him to lecture. Commissioner Gait requests him to speak about Hinduism to his new Indian Civil
Service officers. Here Bir meets Gambino. When Bir visits the temples of Bhubaneswar, a cyclone devastates the coastal regions
of Orrisa. Gambino joins the Catholic Relief Mission and shows Bir the importance of organization in undertaking large projects.
Gambino next visits Father Kenny in Calcutta who advises him to meet Father Hil
Excerpt from The Evolution of Hinduism The Gods Of Hinduism.; The Trimurti; Brahma; Vishnu; Siva; The Goddesses Of
Hinduism.; The Deification Of The Female Sex Is Turanian Rather Than Aryan; Sakti, The Root Idea Of The Goddesses; The
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Principal Personification Of Sakti; The Fusion Of Sakti With The Wives Of The Trimurti; The Worship Of Hinduism.; Places Of
Worship; Priests; Private And Public Worship; Festivals; The Philosophy Of Hinduism.; Philosophy - A Part Of Hindu Religion; The
Bhagavad-Gita - Theism And Monism; Sankaràchàrya - Monism; The Ràmànujàchàrya - Qualified Dualism; Madvàchàrya - Full
Dualism; Retrospect About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more
at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy.
In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
Gandhiji was born a Hindu. But his Hinduism was his own. It had its roots firm in ancient Hinduism, but it grew and developed in
the light of his contact with other religions, more especially Christianity, as will be seen from Section Two of this volume. He sought
to drink at the spring of all religions, and therefore he felt that he belonged to every religion. And yet, if he had to have a label, the
label he preferred and which was his not only by right of birth but also intrinsically, was Hinduism, the religion of his forefathers.
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