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This reader collects together articles by key historians, literary critics and anthropologists on
the cultures of colonialism in the British Empire in the 19th and 20th centuries. It is divided into
three sections: theoretical, emphasizing approaches; the colonisers "at home"; and "away".
Cultures of EmpireColonizers in Britain and the Empire in the Nineteenth and Twentieth
Centuries : a ReaderTaylor & Francis
The whole planet is getting connected and building vast new communities. Billions of us are
online, all the time. This online world thinks faster, and thinks differently. Smart, fast, and
creative, our new communities are a very real challenge to old power and old money. And old
money -- after its War on Drugs and War on Terror -- is now launching its War on the Internet.
What is going on, and where will this lead us? Pieter Hintjens -- author, programmer, and
activist -- tells all in this vast story of Culture & Empire: Digital Revolution.
This definitive anthology casts Sinophone studies as the study of Sinitic-language cultures
born of colonial and postcolonial influences. Essays by such authors as Rey Chow, Ha Jin, Leo
Ou-fan Lee, Ien Ang, Wei-ming Tu, and David Wang address debates concerning the nature of
Chineseness while introducing readers to essential readings in Tibetan, Malaysian, Taiwanese,
French, Caribbean, and American Sinophone literatures. By placing Sinophone cultures at the
crossroads of multiple empires, this anthology richly demonstrates the transformative power of
multiculturalism and multilingualism, and by examining the place-based cultural and social
practices of Sinitic-language communities in their historical contexts beyond "China proper," it
effectively refutes the diasporic framework. It is an invaluable companion for courses in Asian,
postcolonial, empire, and ethnic studies, as well as world and comparative literature.
Edges of Empire is a timely reassessment of the history andlegacy of Orientalist art and visual
culture through its focus onthe intersection between modernization, modernism and
Orientalism. Covers indigenous art and agency, contemporary practices ofcollection and
display, and a survey of key Orientalisttropes Contains original essays on new perspectives for
scholars andstudents of art history, architecture, museum studies and culturaland postcolonial
studies Highlights contested identities and new definitions of selfthrough topics such as 19th
century monuments to Empire, culturalcross-dressing, performance and display at the
internationalexhibitions, and contemporary museological practice.
An ancient war flares to life, and Grace is caught in the crossfire. All she wanted was to put her
past behind her and put her life on track. Get a degree, a nice job, maybe a family. Instead
everything she's ever been taught is called into question. The enemy is older than Rome,
hiding on Earth, and not fully in control of powers that could destroy the planet. But in the
middle of strife and risk, there is also opportunity - and Grace's feet are set on a path to
become more than she ever dreamed.
New York Times Bestseller • The startling true history of how one extraordinary man from a
remote cornerof the world created an empire that led the world into the modern age. The
Mongol army led by Genghis Khan subjugated more lands and people in twenty-five years than
the Romans did in four hundred. In nearly every country the Mongols conquered, they brought
an unprecedented rise in cultural communication, expanded trade, and a blossoming of
civilization. Vastly more progressive than his European or Asian counterparts, Genghis Khan
abolished torture, granted universal religious freedom, and smashed feudal systems of
aristocratic privilege. From the story of his rise through the tribal culture to the explosion of
civilization that the Mongol Empire unleashed, this brilliant work of revisionist history is nothing
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less than the epic story of how the modern world was made.
How did the English get to be English? In Civilising Subjects, Catherine Hall argues that the
idea of empire was at the heart of mid-nineteenth-century British self-imagining, with peoples
such as the "Aborigines" in Australia and the "negroes" in Jamaica serving as markers of
difference separating "civilised" English from "savage" others. Hall uses the stories of two
groups of Englishmen and -women to explore British self-constructions both in the colonies
and at home. In Jamaica, a group of Baptist missionaries hoped to make African-Jamaicans
into people like themselves, only to be disappointed when the project proved neither simple nor
congenial to the black men and women for whom they hoped to fashion new selves. And in
Birmingham, abolitionist enthusiasm dominated the city in the 1830s, but by the 1860s, a
harsher racial vocabulary reflected a new perception of the nonwhite subjects of empire as
different kinds of men from the "manly citizens" of Birmingham. This absorbing study of the
"racing" of Englishness will be invaluable for imperial and cultural historians.

Look at the future of persecution. One day soon the only refuge for the faithful
may be Space. Follow a desperate couple fighting isolation and equipment
malfunction to pilot a gas-collecting balloon ship to the outer planets. Michael,
crown prince of the Space Empire hopes to save his people from external attack
with an internal rebellion and a battle cruiser like no other. His plans are shaken
by a forbidden romance, political turmoil, and the discovery of Earth’s Fourth
Empire. Michael and his best friend Randolph might save or shatter the Space
Empire’s last hope for the future.
Did loss of imperial power and the end of empire have any significant impact on
British culture and identity after 1945? Within a burgeoning literature on national
identity and what it means to be British this is a question that has received
surprisingly little attention. Englishness and Empire makes an important and
original contribution to recent debates about the domestic consequences of the
end of empire. Wendy Webster explores popular narratives of nation in the
mainstream media archive - newspapers, newsreels, radio, film, and television.
The contours of the study generally follow stories told through prolific filmic and
television imagery: the Second World War, the Coronation and Everest, colonial
wars of the 1950s, and Winston Churchill's funeral. The book analyses three
main narratives that conflicted and collided in the period - a Commonwealth that
promised to maintain Britishness as a global identity; siege narratives of colonial
wars and immigration that showed a 'little England' threatened by empire and its
legacies; and a story of national greatness, celebrating the martial masculinity of
British officers and leaders, through which imperial identity leaked into narratives
of the Second World War developed after 1945. The book also explores the
significance of America to post-imperial Britain. Englishness and Empire
considers how far, and in what contexts and unexpected places, imperial identity
and loss of imperial power resonated in popular narratives of nataion. As the first
monograph to investigate the significance of empire and its legacies in shaping
national identity after 1945, this is an important study for all scholars interested in
questions of national identity and their intersections with gender, race, empire,
immigration, and decolonization.
This pioneering 2006 volume addresses the question of how Britain's empire was
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lived through everyday practices - in church and chapel, by readers at home, as
embodied in sexualities or forms of citizenship, as narrated in histories - from the
eighteenth century to the present. Leading historians explore the imperial
experience and legacy for those located, physically or imaginatively, 'at home,'
from the impact of empire on constructions of womanhood, masculinity and class
to its influence in shaping literature, sexuality, visual culture, consumption and
history-writing. They assess how people thought imperially, not in the sense of
political affiliations for or against empire, but simply assuming it was there, part of
the given world that had made them who they were. They also show how empire
became a contentious focus of attention at certain moments and in particular
ways. This will be essential reading for scholars and students of modern Britain
and its empire.
In 1914 almost one quarter of the earth's surface was British. When the empire
and its allies went to war in 1914 against the Central Powers, history's first global
conflict was inevitable. It is the social and cultural reactions to that war and within
those distant, often overlooked, societies which is the focus of this volume. From
Singapore to Australia, Cyprus to Ireland, India to Iraq and around the rest of the
British imperial world, further complexities and interlocking themes are
addressed, offering new perspectives on imperial and colonial history and theory,
as well as art, music, photography, propaganda, education, pacifism, gender,
class, race and diplomacy at the end of the pax Britannica.
With groundbreaking contributions by Marshall McLuhan, Oliver Sacks, Italo
Calvino and Alain Corbin, among others, Empire of the Senses overturns
linguistic and textual models of interpretation and places sensory experience at
the forefront of cultural analysis. The senses are gateways of knowledge,
instruments of power, sources of pleasure and pain - and they are subject to
dramatically different constructions in different societies and periods. Empire of
the Senses charts the new terrains opened up by the sensual revolution in
scholarship, as it takes the reader into the sensory worlds of the medieval witch
and the postmodern mall, a Japanese tea ceremony and a Boston shelter for the
homeless. This compelling revisioning of history and cultural studies sparkles
with wit and insight and is destined to become a landmark in the field.
In 1957, Richard Altick's groundbreaking work The English Common Reader
transformed the study of book history. Putting readers at the centre of literary
culture, Altick anticipated-and helped produce-fifty years of scholarly inquiry into
the ways and means by which the Victorians read. Now, A Return to the
Common Reader asks what Altick's concept of the 'common reader' actually
means in the wake of a half-century of research. Digging deep into unusual and
eclectic archives and hitherto-overlooked sources, its authors give new
understanding to the masses of newly literate readers who picked up books in
the Victorian period. They find readers in prisons, in the barracks, and around the
world, and they remind us of the power of those forgotten readers to find
forbidden texts, shape new markets, and drive the production of new reading
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material across a century. Inspired and informed by Altick's seminal work, A
Return to the Common Reader is a cutting-edge collection which dramatically
reconfigures our understanding of the ordinary Victorian readers whose efforts
and choices changed our literary culture forever.
America is currently undergoing a massive political and cultural change. While
many of our societal changes have been positive, there are just as many
negative pathways that we are pursuing, and these paths are threatening the
very core values of the United States. From the perspective of a young, rural
Northern Michigan resident, I highlight the most major cultural shifts that our
nation is facing, and what the consequences are and more importantly, what can
be done to either alleviate or reverse these dangerous changes. I began writing
this book when I was sixteen years old and finished when I was eighteen. Even
up here in the secluded north, I've experienced some of these changes firsthand, and how they effect the local community. From an increasing overdependence on technology to the resurgence of racism that cloaks itself as
'equality' and 'tolerance' to the silencing of free speech and free thought; these
ideologies are extremely hazardous to the sanctity of our nation. Our culture is
vigorously attempting to copy the cultures of the very same countries that we
have fought with blood and sweat to be different from them. We have always
prided ourselves as being unique and different, and it has worked quite well for
us. Why should we abandon that identity now, even as we sit as the world's
economic, militaristic, and influential superpower? This book summarizes all of
these key questions and more. So if you're interested at all about the future of
this nation and are cautious about the changes in our culture, then this book is
perfect for you.
Written forms of Arabic composed during the era of the Ottoman Empire present
an immensely fruitful linguistic topic. Extant texts display a proximity to the
vernacular that cannot be encountered in any other surviving historical Arabic
material, and thus provide unprecedented access to Arabic language history.
This rich material remains very little explored. Traditionally, scholarship on Arabic
has focussed overwhelmingly on the literature of the various Golden Ages
between the 8th and 13th centuries, whereas texts from the 15th century
onwards have often been viewed as corrupted and not worthy of study. The lack
of interest in Ottoman Arabic culture and literacy left these sources almost
completely neglected in university courses. This volume is the first linguistic work
to focus exclusively on varieties of Christian, Jewish and Muslim Arabic in the
Ottoman Empire of the 15th to the 20th centuries, and present Ottoman Arabic
material in a didactic and easily accessible way. Split into a Handbook and a
Reader section, the book provides a historical introduction to Ottoman literacy,
translation studies, vernacularisation processes, language policy and linguistic
pluralism. The second part contains excerpts from more than forty sources,
edited and translated by a diverse network of scholars. The material presented
includes a large number of yet unedited texts, such as Christian Arabic letters
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from the Prize Paper collections, mercantile correspondence and notebooks
found in the Library of Gotha, and Garshuni texts from archives of Syriac
patriarchs.
This book is the first major attempt to examine the cultural manifestations of the demise
of imperialism as a social and political ideology in post-war Britain. Far from being a
matter of indifference or resigned acceptance as is often suggested, the fall of the
British Empire came as a profound shock to the British national imagination, and
resonated widely in British popular culture. The sheer range of subjects discussed, from
the satire boom of the 1960s to the worlds of sport and the arts, demonstrates how
profoundly decolonisation was absorbed into the popular consciousness. Offers an
extremely novel and provocative interpretation of post-war British cultural history, and
opens up a whole new field of enquiry in the history of decolonisation.
Cancer sucks, death sucks even more. But we humans don’t have the power to stop
either of them from messing with our lives. They enter our lives whenever and wherever
they choose to. Cancer is so common that each one of us have known someone who
has dealt with the disease; some of us have lost a loved one to cancer. Common does
not always mean simple, and it also does not mean we know everything about it. The
diagnosis of cancer, regardless of the disease’s curability, is almost always nervewracking, even for healthcare providers like the main character of this book who is a
veteran nurse. This book is written in first person; the subject is a middle aged woman
who had been separated from her boyfriend some thirty years ago and then after three
decades when she searches for an oncologist for treatment of an aggressive cancer
that she was recently diagnosed, she finds her ex-boyfriend’s name and decides to see
him. That brings back the memory of their past together, and she starts going though
her old diary she had written some thirty years in the past. Part of the story is set in
Nepal (from the diary) and the other part is set in the USA ( this takes place after her
cancer diagnosis). The main character of the story was born with ‘Manglik’ cosmic
influencer, meaning that the planet Mars “mangal Graha” was in such position in the
solar system at the time of her birth that it would have strong negative effect on her
husband if she married a man who was non-Manlik (a person born at the time when the
planet Mars was not in such position.) What happens next changes the lives of the
main characters.
***FEATURING UPDATED AND NEW MATERIAL*** ***THE BOOK THAT INSPIRED
THE CHANNEL 4 DOCUMENTARY 'EMPIRE STATE OF MIND'*** THE SUNDAY
TIMES BESTSELLER 'The real remedy is education of the kind that Sanghera has
embraced - accepting, not ignoring, the past' Gerard deGroot, The Times
_____________________________________________________ EMPIRE explains
why there are millions of Britons living worldwide. EMPIRE explains Brexit and the
feeling that we are exceptional. EMPIRE explains our distrust of cleverness. EMPIRE
explains Britain's particular brand of racism. Strangely hidden from view, the British
Empire remains a subject of both shame and glorification. In his bestselling book,
Sathnam Sanghera shows how our imperial past is everywhere: from how we live and
think to the foundation of the NHS and even our response to the COVID-19 crisis. At a
time of great division, when we are arguing about what it means to be British,
Empireland is a groundbreaking revelation - a much-needed and enlightening portrait of
contemporary British society, shining a light on everything that usually gets left unsaid.
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_______________________________________________________ 'Empireland takes
a perfectly-judged approach to its contentious but necessary subject' Jonathan Coe 'I
only wish this book has been around when I was at school' Sadiq Khan, Mayor of
London 'This remarkable book shines the brightest of lights into some of the darkest
and most misunderstood corners of our shared history' James O'Brien
Following his profoundly influential study, Orientalism, Edward Said now examines
western culture. From Jane Austen to Salman Rushdie, from Yeats to media coverage
of the Gulf War, Culture and Imperialism is a broad, fierce and wonderfully readable
account of the roots of imperialism in European culture.
How empires have used diversity to shape the world order for more than two millennia
Empires—vast states of territories and peoples united by force and ambition—have
dominated the political landscape for more than two millennia. Empires in World History
departs from conventional European and nation-centered perspectives to take a
remarkable look at how empires relied on diversity to shape the global order. Beginning
with ancient Rome and China and continuing across Asia, Europe, the Americas, and
Africa, Jane Burbank and Frederick Cooper examine empires' conquests, rivalries, and
strategies of domination—with an emphasis on how empires accommodated, created,
and manipulated differences among populations. Burbank and Cooper examine Rome
and China from the third century BCE, empires that sustained state power for centuries.
They delve into the militant monotheism of Byzantium, the Islamic Caliphates, and the
short-lived Carolingians, as well as the pragmatically tolerant rule of the Mongols and
Ottomans, who combined religious protection with the politics of loyalty. Burbank and
Cooper discuss the influence of empire on capitalism and popular sovereignty, the
limitations and instability of Europe's colonial projects, Russia's repertoire of
exploitation and differentiation, as well as the "empire of liberty"—devised by American
revolutionaries and later extended across a continent and beyond. With its investigation
into the relationship between diversity and imperial states, Empires in World History
offers a fresh approach to understanding the impact of empires on the past and
present.
Empires of Vision brings together pieces by some of the most influential scholars
working at the intersection of visual culture studies and the history of European
imperialism. The essays and excerpts focus on the paintings, maps, geographical
surveys, postcards, photographs, and other media that comprise the visual milieu of
colonization, struggles for decolonization, and the lingering effects of empire. Taken
together, they demonstrate that an appreciation of the role of visual experience is
necessary for understanding the functioning of hegemonic imperial power and the ways
that the colonized subjects spoke, and looked, back at their imperial rulers. Empires of
Vision also makes a vital point about the complexity of image culture in the modern
world: We must comprehend how regimes of visuality emerged globally, not only in the
metropole but also in relation to the putative margins of a world that increasingly came
to question the very distinction between center and periphery. Contributors. Jordanna
Bailkin, Roger Benjamin, Daniela Bleichmar, Zeynep Çelik, David Ciarlo, Natasha
Eaton, Simon Gikandi, Serge Gruzinski, James L. Hevia, Martin Jay, Brian Larkin, Olu
Oguibe, Ricardo Padrón, Christopher Pinney, Sumathi Ramaswamy, Benjamin
Schmidt, Terry Smith, Robert Stam, Eric A. Stein, Nicholas Thomas, Krista A.
Thompson
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In this imaginative book, Maya Jasanoff uncovers the extraordinary stories of collectors
who lived on the frontiers of the British Empire in India and Egypt, tracing their exploits
to tell an intimate history of imperialism. Jasanoff delves beneath the grand narratives
of power, exploitation, and resistance to look at the British Empire through the eyes of
the people caught up in it. Written and researched on four continents, Edge of Empire
enters a world where people lived, loved, mingled, and identified with one another in
ways richer and more complex than previous accounts have led us to believe were
possible. And as this book demonstrates, traces of that world remain tangible—and
topical—today. An innovative, persuasive, and provocative work of history.
Brokering Culture radically recontextualizes conventional views of the relationship
between the British Empire and the emergence of the nineteenth-century historical
novel. The author focuses on how literary translations of eighteenth-century
experiences of empire established the genre as a site of critique for nationalism and
historical progress.
Though he typically wrote under the guise of anonymity, using an array of pseudonyms
and pen names, author and thinker William Walker Atkinson was an enormously
influential figure in the "New Thought" movement. In fact, he is often credited with being
the original source of the ideas that later coalesced under the term "the Law of
Attraction." The volume Thought-Culture offers an array of practical tips for those who
are interested in improving their mental acuity.
Empire of Great Brightnessis an innovative and accessible history of a high point in
Chinese culture, seen through the riches of its images and objects. Not a simple
emperor-by-emperor history, it instead introduces the reader to themes that provide
stimulating and original points of entry to the culture of China: to ideas of motion and
rest; to the position occupied by writing and objects featuring writing; to ideas about
pleasure, about violence and about ageing. It challenges notions of Ming China as a
culture closed off from the rest of the world by emphasizing the vibrant interactions
between China and the rest of Asia at this period. Craig Clunas uses a wide range of
pictures and objects from Ming China to illustrate familiar areas such as painting and
ceramics (including the blue-and-white porcelain of the period, arguably the world’s
first global ‘brand’). He draws on items from public and private collections from around
the world, which will be new even to specialists, including weapons, architecture,
textiles and items of dress, printed books (from Ming pornography to the world’s first
illustrated reading book for children). He also examines contemporary sources from
government edicts to novels and phrasebooks of colloquial Chinese as well as the most
recent scholarship to illuminate this most diverse period of Chinese art and culture.
Empire of Great Brightnessoffers a varied and stimulating resource for all scholars of
China’s cultural history, for historians and art historians of related aspects of the early
modern world, and for readers who are intrigued by China’s past.
"This book is a history of a high point in Chinese culture, seen through the riches of its
images and objects. Not a simple emperor-by-emperor history, Empire of Great
Brightness instead introduces the reader to themes that provide points of entry into
Ming China: to ideas of motion and rest, to the position occupied by writing and objects
featuring writing, to ideas about pleasure, about violence and ageing. It challenges
notions of Ming China as a culture closed off from the rest of the world by emphasizing
the vibrant interactions between China and the rest of Asia at this period."--Jacket.
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"This work of Dr. Aziza Braithwaite Bey is evidence of her life long insistence that the
contributions of ancient and global cultures be represented in every possible discourse
where issues of human development and human contribution are discussed. First, as
an internationally trained fashion designer; second, as a master of museology and
costume curating and; third as a doctor of diversity in cultural education teaching in the
Graduate School of Arts and Social Sciences at Lesley University, Dr. Bey's work now
gives instructors a manual that introduces a plethora of comparative cultural material
and evidence into the classroom-and into our thinking. Through well researched
examples, her book carefully insists that both instructor and student begin to think of
humanity outside of their own parochial setting. Through lessons on food, clothing and
ritual, this manual purposefully underscores a deep appreciation of world-wide culture.
In this era of globalization, it becomes particularly important that we manage to identify
distinctions, still, in ethnic form and culture-so that no modern effort toward
homogeneity obscures those particular ways and means that varieties of cultures have
solved similar problems. This manual gently helps the user to create an understanding
that the diverse range of human genius is the greatest contribution to civilization, worldwide. In this manual Bey celebrates that genius...of humanity to demonstrate how
similar problems can be solved in acutely distinct ways while maintaining similarities of
import across of the range of possibility. To this end Dr. Bey's work and her insistence
on cultural inclusion demand both our respect and applause." Renee Kemp-Rotan
Contributing Editor with Paul Oliver in The International Encyclopedia of World
Vernacular Architecture Cambridge University Press, 1997
Offering a dissenting perspective on the politics of knowledge, this book is a powerful
critique of the intellectual and cultural assumptions that underline the current processes
of development, modernization and globalization. The author demonstrates that the
world as we know it today is understood largely through categories that are the product
of Western knowledge systems. His critique of the existing world order and his vision of
possible futures encourage the reader to engage in the study of the West. Rather than
merely reversing Orientalism, such a study would create a body of knowledge about the
West that would enable people to better understand both themselves and the West.
This important and lucidly written book deconstructs the cultural assumptions that have
emerged alongside capitalism and offers a devastating critique of the politics of
knowledge at the heart of all powerbroking.
A sweeping history of the Latino experience in the United States- thoroughly revised
and updated. The first new edition in ten years of this important study of Latinos in U.S.
history, Harvest of Empire spans five centuries-from the first New World colonies to the
first decade of the new millennium. Latinos are now the largest minority group in the
United States, and their impact on American popular culture-from food to entertainment
to literature-is greater than ever. Featuring family portraits of real- life immigrant Latino
pioneers, as well as accounts of the events and conditions that compelled them to
leave their homelands, Harvest of Empire is required reading for anyone wishing to
understand the history and legacy of this increasingly influential group.
Between 1869 and 1967, government-funded British charities sent nearly 100,000
British children to start new lives in the settler empire. This pioneering study tells the
story of the rise and fall of child emigration to Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and
Southern Rhodesia. In the mid-Victorian period, the book reveals, the concept of a
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global British race had a profound impact on the practice of charity work, the evolution
of child welfare, and the experiences of poor children. During the twentieth century,
however, rising nationalism in the dominions, alongside the emergence of new,
psychological theories of child welfare, eroded faith in the 'British world' and brought
child emigration into question. Combining archival sources with original oral histories,
Empire's Children not only explores the powerful influence of empire on child-centered
social policy, it also uncovers how the lives of ordinary children and families were
forever transformed by imperial forces and settler nationalism.
From the first encounters between the Portuguese and indigenous peoples in 1500 to
the current political turmoil, the history of Brazil is much more complex and dynamic
than the usual representations of it as the home of Carnival, soccer, the Amazon, and
samba would suggest. This extensively revised and expanded second edition of the
best-selling Brazil Reader dives deep into the past and present of a country marked by
its geographical vastness and cultural, ethnic, and environmental diversity. Containing
over one hundred selections—many of which appear in English for the first time and
which range from sermons by Jesuit missionaries and poetry to political speeches and
biographical portraits of famous public figures, intellectuals, and artists—this collection
presents the lived experience of Brazilians from all social and economic classes, racial
backgrounds, genders, and political perspectives over the past half millennium.
Whether outlining the legacy of slavery, the roles of women in Brazilian public life, or
the importance of political and social movements, The Brazil Reader provides an
unparalleled look at Brazil’s history, culture, and politics.
In recent years, imperial history has experienced a newfound vigour, dynamism and
diversity. There has been an explosion of new work in the field, which has been driven
into even greater prominence by contemporary world events. However, this resurgence
has brought with it disputes between those who are labelled as exponents of a ‘new
imperial history’ and those who can, by default, be termed old imperial historians. This
collection not only gathers together some of the most important, influential and
controversial work which has come to be labelled ‘new imperial history’, but also
presents key examples of innovative recent writing across the broader fields of imperial
and colonial studies. This book is the perfect companion for any student interested in
empires and global history.
A pioneering comparative history of European decolonization from the formal ending of
empires to the postcolonial European present.
This was the first major theoretical account of a wide range of post-colonial texts and
their relation to the larger issues of post-colonial culture, and remains one of the most
significant works published in this field.The experience of colonization and the
challenges of a post-colonial world have produced an explosion of new writing in
English. This diverse and powerful body of literature has established a specific practice
of post-colonial writing in cultures as various as India, Australia, the West Indies and
Canada, and has challenged both the traditional canon and dominant ideas of literature
and culture.The Empire Writes Back was the first major theoretical account of a wide
range of post-colonial texts and their relation to the larger issues of post-colonial
culture, and remains one of the most significant works published in this field. The
authors, three leading figures in post-colonial studies, open up debates about the
interrelationships of post-colonial literatures, investigate the powerful forces acting on
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language in the post-colonial text, and show how these texts constitute a radical critique
of Eurocentric notions of literature and language.This book is brilliant not only for its
incisive analysis, but for its accessibility for readers new to the field. Now with an
additional chapter and an updated bibliography, The Empire Writes Back is essential for
contemporary post-colonial studies.
The Ottoman lands, which extended from modern Hungary to the Arabian peninsula,
were home to a vast population with a rich variety of cultures. The Ottoman World is the
first primary source reader to bring a wide and diverse set of voices across Ottoman
society into the classroom. Written in many languages—not only Ottoman Turkish but
also Arabic, Armenian, Greek, Hebrew, Italian, and Persian—these texts, here
translated, span the extent of the early modern Ottoman empire, from the 1450s to
1700. Instructors are supplied with narratives conveying the lived experiences of
individuals through texts that highlight human variety and accelerate a trend away from
a state-centric approach to Ottoman history. In addition, samples from court registers,
legends, biographical accounts, hagiographies, short stories, witty anecdotes, jokes,
and lampoons provide exciting glimpses into popular mindsets in Ottoman society. By
reflecting new directions in the scholarship with an innovative choice of texts, this
collection provides a vital resource for teachers and students.
The lush, sun-drenched vineyards of California evoke a romantic, agrarian image of
winemaking, though in reality the industry reflects American agribusiness at its most
successful. Nonetheless, as author Erica Hannickel shows, this fantasy is deeply rooted
in the history of grape cultivation in America. Empire of Vines traces the development of
wine culture as grape growing expanded from New York to the Midwest before gaining
ascendancy in California—a progression that illustrates viticulture's centrality to the
nineteenth-century American projects of national expansion and the formation of a
national culture. Empire of Vines details the ways would-be gentleman farmers,
ambitious speculators, horticulturalists, and writers of all kinds deployed the animating
myths of American wine culture, including the classical myth of Bacchus, the cult of
terroir, and the fantasy of pastoral republicanism. Promoted by figures as varied as
horticulturalist Andrew Jackson Downing, novelist Charles Chesnutt, railroad baron
Leland Stanford, and Cincinnati land speculator Nicholas Longworth (known as the
father of American wine), these myths naturalized claims to land for grape cultivation
and legitimated national expansion. Vineyards were simultaneously lush and controlled,
bearing fruit at once culturally refined and naturally robust, laying claim to both earthy
authenticity and social pedigree. The history of wine culture thus reveals nineteenthcentury Americans' fascination with the relationship between nature and culture.
In Readers and Reading Culture in the High Roman Empire, William Johnson examines
the system and culture of reading among the elite in second-century Rome. The
investigation proceeds in case-study fashion using the principal surviving witnesses,
beginning with the communities of Pliny and Tacitus (with a look at Pliny's teacher,
Quintilian) from the time of the emperor Trajan. Johnson then moves on to explore elite
reading during the era of the Antonines, including the medical community around
Galen, the philological community around Gellius and Fronto (with a look at the curious
reading habits of Fronto's pupil Marcus Aurelius), and the intellectual communities
lampooned by the satirist Lucian. Along the way, evidence from the papyri is deployed
to help to understand better and more concretely both the mechanics of reading, and
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the social interactions that surrounded the ancient book. The result is a rich cultural
history of individual reading communities that differentiate themselves in interesting
ways even while in aggregate showing a coherent reading culture with fascinating
similarities and contrasts to the reading culture of today.
‘A stimulating, elegant yet pugnacious essay’—Observer In this highly acclaimed
seminal work, Edward Said surveys the history and nature of Western attitudes towards
the East, considering Orientalism as a powerful European ideological creation—a way
for writers, philosophers and colonial administrators to deal with the ‘otherness’ of
Eastern culture, customs and beliefs. He traces this view through the writings of Homer,
Nerval and Flaubert, Disraeli and Kipling, whose imaginative depictions have greatly
contributed to the West’s romantic and exotic picture of the Orient. In the Afterword,
Said examines the effect of continuing Western imperialism.
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