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Absurdistan A Novel
A delightfully illustrated story about passing gas and passing the buck, by a renowned scholar
of gastrointestinal humor who has seen and smelled it all. The marriage of flatulence and
wordplay is a potent source of pleasure as old as language itself. So says Edward H. KafkaGelbrecht, who has spent a lifetime studying the art of the unclaimed fart, from the courtroom
to the convent. Now, in this illustrated tour de force, he airs a more personal story about a quiet
elevator ride that is shattered by an ignoble gas. Starting with the classic “He who smelt it,
dealt it” and the indignant riposte “She who denied it, supplied it,” the repartee heats up as
the elevator rises. Can a reek that drives people apart instead bring two hearts together? A Big
Stink’s beguiling blend of highbrow and lowbrow humor will delight oversharing families and
word lovers alike. Illustrator Sophia Vincent Guy ramps up the fun with elegantly detailed
illustrations sprinkled with Easter eggs. Sure to reduce even the most solemn adults to
irrepressible giggles, A Big Stink is a ripping good read and a breath of foul air.
'Gary Shteyngart hears America perfectly; its fatuity, its poignant lament, its boisterous selfloathing. Its heartbeat. Reading him sometimes makes me want to scream - with recognition
and with pure hilarity' - Richard Ford 'A trip through the American wasteland - from the people
who have too little, to the people who have too much. Incredibly smart, incredibly funny,
incredibly tragic, and therefore incredibly human, this is the perfect novel for these
dysfunctional times' - Nathan Hill 'The funniest book you'll read all year. A rollicking and zingerfilled road trip [that] sneakily deepens into a poignant tale of a man trying to outrace his
problems.I was utterly floored' - Maria Semple 'Stupendous... Reflecting with perfect comedy
and horrible tragedy exactly what America feels like right this minute... I barked with laughter at
the same time as wincing in pain' Elizabeth Gilbert A riotously satirical road trip through
modern America from the brilliant author of Super Sad True Love Story and Absurdistan Barry
Cohen, master of the universe, has just had a very public meltdown involving a dinner party, an
insider trading investigation and a $30,000 bottle of Japanese whisky. So he flees New York
City, leaving behind his beautiful young wife and son, but remembering to bring his six
favourite designer watches. Zig-zagging south through Trump's America on a Greyhound Bus
pilgrimmage he is singularly unprepared for, Barry heads to Texas - to find his old college
girlfriend and, with her, a shot at a second chance... Lake Success marries the trademark
Shteyngart wit with an astonishing emotional resonance, capturing the vivid eccentricity and
contradictions of America right now while speaking to the universal human experience of love,
belonging, and the pursuit of happiness.
Ever wondered what your boss does all day?Or if there is a higher - perhaps an existential significance to Microsoft Word malfunctions? Filled with sabotage and romance and capturing
the relentless monotony and paranoia of office life with unnerving precision, Personal Days is a
scathingly funny look at a group of office workers who have no idea what the unnamed
corporation they work for actually does. When it looks like the company may be taken over,
fear of redundancy unleashes a delicious mystery. Meet Pru, the ex-graduate turned
spreadsheet drone; Laars, the hysteric whose work anxiety follows him into tooth-grinding
dreams; and Jonah, the secret striver who must pick his allegiance... Each struggling to figure
out who among them is trying to bring down the company, and why.
In her stunning debut novel, Anya Ulinich delivers a funny and unforgettable story of a Russian
mail-order bride trying to find her place in America. After losing her father, her boyfriend, and
her baby, Sasha Goldberg decides that getting herself to the United States is the surest path to
deliverance. But she finds that life in Phoenix with her Red Lobster-loving fiancé isn't much
better than life in Siberia, and so she treks across America on a misadventure-filled search for
her long- lost father. Petropolis is a deeply moving story about the unexpected connections
that create a family and the faraway places that we end up calling home.
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Amanda Rosenbloom, owner of a struggling vintage clothing shop, finds the journal of a
woman who lived in New York one hundred years ago and discovers a secret that inspires her
to stop living in the past and take control of her future.
The brilliantly inventive, wildly funny and humane new novel, set in an economically and
politically collapsed America, by the author of the best-selling Absurdistan.
The Sunday Times bestseller from international bestseller John Grisham. Is a Perfect Storm
the Perfect Time for a Murder? 'Another gem from John Grisham' Observer When Hurricane
Leo threatens Florida's Camino Island, the Governor is quick to issue an evacuation order.
Most residents flee but a small group of diehards decide to ride it out. Amongst them is Bruce
Cable, proprietor of Bay Books in downtown Santa Rosa. The hurricane is devastating: homes
and condos are levelled, hotels and storefronts ruined, streets flooded, and a dozen people are
killed. One of the victims is Nelson Kerr, a friend of Bruce's who wrote timely political thrillers.
But evidence suggests that the storm wasn't the cause of Nelson's death - he had received
several mysterious blows to the head. Who would want Nelson dead? The local police are
overwhelmed with the aftermath of the storm and in no condition to handle the case. Bruce
begins to wonder if the shady characters in Nelson's novels were more fact than fiction. And
somewhere on Nelson's computer is the manuscript of his new novel - could the key to the
case be right there, in black and white? Bruce starts to look into it and what he finds between
the lines is more shocking than any of Nelson's plot twists - and far more dangerous. Gripping,
compelling and pacy, this exceptional thriller from international bestseller John Grisham is the
perfect escapist read this summer. Praise for Camino Winds: 'In American icon John Grisham's
new novel, Camino Winds, an odd assortment of mystery and crime authors, some of them
felons themselves, discover one of their colleagues has been murdered during the fury of a
massive hurricane-the perfect crime scene' Delia Owens, author of Where the Crawdads Sing
'The Camino Island series, featuring trouble-prone bookseller Bruce Cable, is a perfect
escapist mix of detective action, insider riffs on the literary world - and even a little romance'
Mail on Sunday 'Camino Winds has all the usual Grisham hallmarks - a pacy plot and tensionfilled scenes' Independent 'Another compelling read from Grisham, and will satisfy old fans and
please new readers alike' Press Association 'The novel has enough plot twists to keep you
engaged' The Herald 350+ million copies, 45 languages, 9 blockbuster films: NO ONE
WRITES DRAMA LIKE JOHN GRISHAM
Twenty-two-year-old pop star Cherry Pye is attempting a comeback from her latest drug and
alcohol disaster. Ann DeLusia is Cherry’s “undercover stunt double,” portraying Cherry
whenever the singer is too wasted to go out in public. But, one night, Ann-as-Cherry is
mistakenly kidnapped from a South Beach hotel by an obsessed paparazzo named Bang
Abbott. Now the challenge for Cherry’s handlers (ber–stage mother; horndog record producer;
nipped-and-tucked twin publicists; weed-whacker-wielding bodyguard) is to rescue Ann while
keeping her existence secret from the public—and from Cherry herself. A further complication:
Ann has had a bewitching encounter with Skink, the unhinged former governor of Florida, and
now he’s heading for Miami to find her. Will Bang achieve his fantasy of a private photo
session with Cherry? Will Cherry sober up in time to lip-synch her concert tour? Will Skink
track down Ann before Cherry’s posse does? All will be revealed in Carl Hiaasen’s hilarious
spin on life in the celebrity fast lane.

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER. Jonathan Safran Foer's debut??—??"a funny,
moving...deeply felt novel about the dangers of confronting the past and the redemption
that comes with laughing at it, even when that seems all but impossible." (Time) With
only a yellowing photograph in hand, a young man??—??also named Jonathan Safran
Foer??—??sets out to find the woman who might or might not have saved his
grandfather from the Nazis. Accompanied by an old man haunted by memories of the
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war, an amorous dog named Sammy Davis, Junior, Junior, and the unforgettable Alex,
a young Ukrainian translator who speaks in a sublimely butchered English, Jonathan is
led on a quixotic journey over a devastated landscape and into an unexpected past. As
their adventure unfolds, Jonathan imagines the history of his grandfather’s village,
conjuring a magical fable of startling symmetries that unite generations across time. As
his search moves back in time, the fantastical history moves forward, until reality
collides with fiction in a heart-stopping scene of extraordinary power. “Imagine a novel
as verbally cunning as A Clockwork Orange, as harrowing as The Painted Bird, as
exuberant and twee as Candide, and you have Everything Is Illuminated . . . Read it,
and you'll feel altered, chastened??—??seared in the fire of something new.” ??—??
Washington Post “A rambunctious tour de force of inventive and intelligent storytelling .
. . Foer can place his reader’s hand on the heart of human experience, the
transcendent beauty of human connections. Read, you can feel the life beating.” ??—??
Philadelphia Inquirer
A failing young Russian American journalist's life is unexpectedly transformed when he
forges Holocaust restitution claims for his rogue grandfather and his friends Slava
Gelman wants to be a great writer, but can't get past his job as a lowly researcher at a
New York magazine. Then his beloved grandmother dies, and his grandfather corners
him with a request: to write a few Holocaust retribution claims that aren't quite true.
Slava is reluctant, but when he gets into it, his semi-fictional accounts of a generation's
real suffering turn out to be the best writing he has ever done - and a surprisingly
wonderful way for Slava to reconnect with his family and his own roots. Although he
lives in fear of discovery and continues to stumble from one tragicomic incident to
another, by the time Slava is finally confronted by a German government employee he
is ready to play a role that is - almost - heroic. A beautifully written, emotionally powerful
literary debut about family love, memory and the truth in fiction. Boris Fishmanwas born
in Minsk, Belarus, in 1979 and immigrated to the United States at the age of nine. He is
the editor ofWild East: Stories from the Last Frontier, and his work has appeared in
theNew Yorker,The New York Times Magazine,New Republic,Wall Street
Journal,London Review of Books,New York Times Book Reviewand other publications.
He lives in New York City.A Replacement Lifeis his first novel. ‘A Replacement Lifeis a
memorable debut by a wonderfully gifted young writer... Boris Fishman has written a
beautifully nuanced, tender, and often very funny novel about conscience and familial
loyalty that will linger long in the memory’ - Joyce Carol Oates ’Is there room in
American fiction for another brilliant young émigré writer? There had better be, because
here he is. Boris Fishman's first novel,A Replacement Life, is bold, ambitious and
wickedly smart... The only problem with this novel is that its covers are too close
together. I wanted more’ - Patricia T. O'Conner,New York Times Book Review
’Astonishingly brilliant... we are left satisfyingly provoked by the book's deeper
questions about culture and ethics and survival and human nature itself’ -Chicago
Tribune ’Mordantly funny and moving’ -The New York Times ’So strong in voice,
humor, and compassion that it transcends fiction's limitations to become something
wilder and more contained - like life. What a remarkable debut - true and resonate,
humorous and real’ - Hilton Als ’Shines with a love for language and craft’ - starred
review,Publishers Weekly ’Fishman fearlessly tackles the grandest subjects... a writer
not only to watch but envy’ - Tom Bissell ’A terrific talent... a gifted and accomplished
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writer’ - Salvatore Scibona ’Stunning...A Replacement Lifedeserves a wide audience’
- Jim Harrison ’A novel that works beautifully on many levels’ - Arthur Phillips ’A hell
of a book. Told with amazing virtuosity, fun and serious, funny and sad, profound and
eminently readable’ - Darin Strauss ’Suffused with elegant language and sly humor
and composed with the authority of a novelist on intimate terms with both his subject
matter and art form’ - Teddy Wayne, author ofThe Love Song of Jonny Valentine
’There's a touch of Gogol here, a touch of Babel, a touch of Dostoyevsky, but... Boris
Fishman has fashioned something distinctively and triumphantly his own’ - Brian
Morton, author ofStarting Out in the Evening
Understanding Gary Shteyngart, the first comprehensive examination of Shteyngart's
novels and memoir, introduces readers to one of the most critically acclaimed and
commercially successful contemporary American authors. Born in Leningrad in 1972,
Shteyngart immigrated to the United States in 1979, attended Oberlin College and the
City University of New York, and currently teaches in the Writing Program at Columbia
University. His novels include Super Sad True Love Story, winner of the Bollinger
Everyman Wodehouse Prize; Absurdistan, chosen as one of the ten best books of the
year by the New York Times Book Review and Time magazine; and The Russian
Debutante's Handbook, winner of the Stephen Crane Award for First Fiction and the
National Jewish Book Award for Fiction. Geoff Hamilton studies three broad,
overlapping elements of Shteyngart's work: his construction of Russian-Jewish identity
in the United States, his appraisal of communism's imaginative legacy for the wider
East European diaspora and former Soviet republics, and his representation of the
deadening effects of late capitalism. Focusing on Shteyngart's themes of the fracturing
and decay of ethnic identities, the limits and pitfalls of multiculturalism, and the decline
of privacy and civility against the creeping power of technological mediation, Hamilton
also tracks the author's playful manipulation of literary traditions and his incisive
revision of seminal mythologies of Russian, Jewish, and American selfhood. Although
Shteyngart has sometimes been pigeon holed as an immigrant author working a rather
marginal ethnic shtick, Hamilton demonstrates that Shteyngart's work deserves
attention for its remarkable centrality, that is, its relevance to core questions of identity
formation and beliefs common to globalized societies.
"The novel brims with bravado, fear, jealousy, sympathy, chicanery, cruelty, and
nobility. Shuster makes the emotional life of her major characters come fully alive while
she continues to ratchet up the suspense—all of this set against a vivid rendering of
Moscow’s material and political culture." - Philip K. Jason, Jewish Book Council Every
family has its secrets. In 1980s Moscow, keeping them is a matter of survival. As the
Cold War escalates, the Soviet Union’s Jewish community finds itself caught in a tug of
war between their allies abroad who want to open the doors to emigration and a country
that hates them but won’t let them leave. A Jew in Moscow, Sofia knows better than
most how high the stakes are. Her family is among the thousands who have been
watched, harassed, and hunted for their defiance of the Soviet machine. Her own
husband was sentenced to five harrowing years in the gulag simply for teaching
Hebrew. Sofia has dared even greater risks to help her people, and if she’s caught,
she won’t be sent to the gulag. She’ll be executed. When her husband is released
from prison six months early, she should be overjoyed, but the KGB has eyes and ears
everywhere. Anyone could be an informant, even the beloved husband who has finally
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returned. A shell of his former self, he can’t--or won’t--explain his unexpected reprieve,
and he’s acting guilty. She suspects he’s harboring dangerous secrets of his own.
How can she trust him with hers? The Americans meets Bridge of Spies in this can't-putdown Cold War story of intrigue and betrayal. Sins of a Spy 1. To Catch a Traitor released in August 2018 2.To Hunt a Spy - released in September 2019
Meet Misha Vainberg, aka Snack Daddy, a 325-pound disaster of a human being, son
of the 1,238th-richest man in Russia and proud holder of a degree in multicultural
studies from Accidental College, USA. Misha is an American impounded in a Russian's
body and the only place he feels at home is New York; he just wants to live in the South
Bronx with his Latina girlfriend, but after his gangster father murders an Oklahoma
businessman in Russia, all hopes of a US visa are lost. Salvation lies in the tiny oil-rich
nation of Absurdistan (a fictional former Soviet republic), where a crooked consular
officer will sell Misha a Belgian passport. But after a civil war breaks out between two
competing ethnic groups and a local warlord installs hapless Misha as minister of
multicultural affairs, our hero soon finds himself covered in oil, fighting for his life, falling
in love, and trying to figure out if a normal life is still possible in the twenty-first century.
A “delightful” (Vanity Fair) collection from the longest-running, most influential book
review in America, featuring its best, funniest, strangest, and most memorable
coverage over the past 125 years. Since its first issue on October 10, 1896, The New
York Times Book Review has brought the world of ideas to the reading public. It is the
publication where authors have been made, and where readers first encountered the
classics that have enriched their lives. Now the editors have curated the Book
Review’s dynamic 125-year history, which is essentially the story of modern American
letters. Brimming with remarkable reportage and photography, this beautiful book
collects interesting reviews, never-before-heard anecdotes about famous writers, and
spicy letter exchanges. Here are the first takes on novels we now consider
masterpieces, including a long-forgotten pan of Anne of Green Gables and a rave of
Mrs. Dalloway, along with reviews and essays by Langston Hughes, Eudora Welty,
James Baldwin, Nora Ephron, and more. With scores of stunning vintage photographs,
many of them sourced from the Times’s own archive, readers will discover how literary
tastes have shifted through the years—and how the Book Review’s coverage has
shaped so much of what we read today.
Little Failure is an autobiography of comic genius by the hilarious Gary Shteyngart.
Little Failure - its title the same as the alarming pet-name given to the young Gary
Shteyngart by his father when growing up in pre-Glasnost Russia - is one of the most
remarkable immigrant memoirs ever written. A candid and deeply poignant story of a
Soviet family's trials and tribulations, and of their escape in 1979 to the consumerist
promised land of the USA, it is also an exceptionally funny account of the author's
transformation from asthmatic toddler in Red Square to 40-something Manhattanite with
a receding hairline and a memoir to write. 'Kicks ass - more fantastic, more
unbelievable than his novels' Mary Karr, author of The Liars' Club 'A marvel of a story.
His finest book yet' Zadie Smith 'Little Failure is a delight' Aravid Adiga Gary Shteyngart
was born in Leningrad in 1972. In 2007 he was named one of Granta's Best Young
American novelists. His debut The Russian Debutante's Handbook was widely
acclaimed (and won the National Jewish Book Award for Fiction), as were his second,
Absurdistan (one of the 10 Best Books of the Year in the New York Times) and Super
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Sad True Love Story. He writes regularly for the New Yorker.
“Spectacular.”—NPR • “Uproariously funny.”—The Boston Globe • “An artistic
triumph.”—San Francisco Chronicle • “A novel in which comedy and pathos are
exquisitely balanced.”—The Washington Post • “Shteyngart’s best book.”—The Seattle
Times The bestselling author of Super Sad True Love Story returns with a biting,
brilliant, emotionally resonant novel very much of our times. NAMED ONE OF THE
TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE AND
MAUREEN CORRIGAN, NPR’S FRESH AIR AND NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • NPR • The
Washington Post • O: The Oprah Magazine • Mother Jones • Glamour • Library
Journal • Kirkus Reviews • Newsday • Pamela Paul, KQED • Financial Times • The
Globe and Mail Narcissistic, hilariously self-deluded, and divorced from the real world
as most of us know it, hedge-fund manager Barry Cohen oversees $2.4 billion in
assets. Deeply stressed by an SEC investigation and by his three-year-old son’s
diagnosis of autism, he flees New York on a Greyhound bus in search of a simpler,
more romantic life with his old college sweetheart. Meanwhile, his super-smart wife,
Seema—a driven first-generation American who craved the picture-perfect life that
comes with wealth—has her own demons to face. How these two flawed characters
navigate the Shteyngartian chaos of their own making is at the heart of this piercing
exploration, a poignant tale of familial longing and an unsentimental ode to America.
LONGLISTED FOR THE CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE IN FICTION “The
fuel and oxygen of immigrant literature—movement, exile, nostalgia, cultural
disorientation—are what fire the pistons of this trenchant and panoramic novel. . . . [It is]
a novel so pungent, so frisky and so intent on probing the dissonances and
delusions—both individual and collective—that grip this strange land getting
stranger.”—The New York Times Book Review “Shteyngart, perhaps more than any
American writer of his generation, is a natural. He is light, stinging, insolent and
melancholy. . . . The wit and the immigrant’s sense of heartbreak—he was born in
Russia—just seem to pour from him. The idea of riding along behind Shteyngart as he
glides across America in the early age of Trump is a propitious one. He doesn’t
disappoint.”—The New York Times
Isaac Babel: The Essential Fictions is a collection of seventy-two of Isaac Babel's finest short
stories and includes Red Cavalry, Odessa Stories, and the "Dovecote" cycle. Newly edited,
translated, and annotated by Val Vinokur, this collection also features illustrations by Babel's
fellow Odessan Yefim Ladyzhensky.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE DYLAN THOMAS PRIZE The stories of Kseniya Melnik’s debut
collection are small-town miracles, each a miniature epic.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
The New York Times Book Review • The Washington Post • Kirkus Reviews “A perfect novel
for these times and all times, the single textual artifact from the pandemic era I would place in
a time capsule as a representation of all that is good and true and beautiful about
literature.”—Molly Young, The New York Times Eight friends, one country house, and six
months in isolation—a novel about love, friendship, family, and betrayal hailed as a “virtuoso
performance” (USA Today) and “an homage to Chekhov with four romances and a finale that
will break your heart” (The Washington Post) In the rolling hills of upstate New York, a group of
friends and friends-of-friends gathers in a country house to wait out the pandemic. Over the
next six months, new friendships and romances will take hold, while old betrayals will emerge,
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forcing each character to reevaluate whom they love and what matters most. The unlikely cast
of characters includes a Russian-born novelist; his Russian-born psychiatrist wife; their
precocious child obsessed with K-pop; a struggling Indian American writer; a wildly successful
Korean American app developer; a global dandy with three passports; a Southern
flamethrower of an essayist; and a movie star, the Actor, whose arrival upsets the equilibrium
of this chosen family. Both elegiac and very, very funny, Our Country Friends is the most
ambitious book yet by the author of the beloved bestseller Super Sad True Love Story.
In The Winter's Tale, Shakespeare gave the landlocked country of Bohemia a coastline--a
famous and, to Czechs, typical example of foreigners' ignorance of the Czech homeland.
Although the lands that were once the Kingdom of Bohemia lie at the heart of Europe, Czechs
are usually encountered only in the margins of other people's stories. In The Coasts of
Bohemia, Derek Sayer reverses this perspective. He presents a comprehensive and longneeded history of the Czech people that is also a remarkably original history of modern
Europe, told from its uneasy center. Sayer shows that Bohemia has long been a theater of
European conflict. It has been a cradle of Protestantism and a bulwark of the CounterReformation; an Austrian imperial province and a proudly Slavic national state; the most
easterly democracy in Europe; and a westerly outlier of the Soviet bloc. The complexities of its
location have given rise to profound (and often profoundly comic) reflections on the modern
condition. Franz Kafka, Jaroslav Hasek, Karel Capek and Milan Kundera are all products of its
spirit of place. Sayer describes how Bohemia's ambiguities and contradictions are those of
Europe itself, and he considers the ironies of viewing Europe, the West, and modernity from
the vantage point of a country that has been too often ignored. The Coasts of Bohemia draws
on an enormous array of literary, musical, visual, and documentary sources ranging from
banknotes to statues, museum displays to school textbooks, funeral orations to operatic stagesets, murals in subway stations to censors' indexes of banned books. It brings us into intimate
contact with the ever changing details of daily life--the street names and facades of buildings,
the heroes figured on postage stamps--that have created and recreated a sense of what it is to
be Czech. Sayer's sustained concern with questions of identity, memory, and power place the
book at the heart of contemporary intellectual debate. It is an extraordinary story, beautifully
told.
Vladimir - 25-year-old Russian-American immigrant and lowly clerk at the bureaucratic Emma
Lazarus Immigrant Absorption Society - is about to have his first break. However, his capitalist
dreams and desire for a girlfriend will lead him off the straight and narrow into uncharted
territory.
A young Jewish-American woman learns that she has brain cancer and through a series of
flashbacks examines her wasted life.
This New York Times Notable Book from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The
Underground Railroad is a brisk, comic tour de force about identity, history, and the adhesive
bandage industry. The town of Winthrop has decided it needs a new name. The resident
software millionaire wants to call it New Prospera; the mayor wants to return to the original
choice of the founding black settlers; and the town's aristocracy sees no reason to change the
name at all. What they need, they realize, is a nomenclature consultant. And, it turns out, the
consultant needs them. But in a culture overwhelmed by marketing, the name is everything
and our hero's efforts may result in not just a new name for the town but a new and subtler
truth about it as well.
Return to Home Valley with book two in Karen Harper’s fan-favorite romantic suspense series
Hannah Esh fled the Home Valley community with a broken heart, throwing herself into her
dreams of a singing career, instead. Then, on a whim, she brings four new friends to the
graveyard near her family's home for a midnight party on Halloween. But when shots are fired
and one of her friends is killed, Hannah is pulled back into the world of her past. The
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investigation into the shooting uncovers deeply buried secrets that shock the peaceful village
to its core. Determined to prove her value to the community she left behind, Hannah attempts
to bridge two cultures, working closely with handsome, arrogant FBI agent Linc Armstrong and
her former betrothed, Seth Lantz, now widowed with a young daughter. Caught between Seth
and Linc, between old and new, Hannah must choose her future. Unless a killer, bent on
secrecy, chooses it for her.

Light streams through the windows as the espresso machine roars; a gorgeous,
rich scent fills the air; and witty conversation unspools over the porcelain cups.
That's the café dream. Mark and Nina are about to experience the reality.
Determined to re-create the perfect Viennese coffeehouse, they descend on New
York's gritty but hip Lower East Side to educate the locals on authentic café
culture. Soon Mark and Nina are in a downward spiral that will strip them of
money, friends, sex life, status, shelter, and, finally, sanity—and offer salvation
through something they have never experienced: disaster. Inspired by the
author's own coffeehouse hell, Ground Up is a sharp and funny portrait of a New
York constantly reinventing itself, and a surprisingly tender story of falling out of
love and back in it again.
Two Caravans is the hilarious and engaging second novel from bestselling author
Marina Lewycka. A field of strawberries in Kent... And sitting in it are two
caravans - one for the men and one for the women. The residents are from all
over: miner's son Andriy is from the old Ukraine, while sexy young Irina is from
the new: they each other warily. There are the Poles, Tomasz and Yola; two
Chinese girls; and Emauel from Malawi. They're all here to pick strawberries in
England's green and pleasant land. But these days England's not so pleasant for
immigrants. Not with Russian gangster-wannabes like Vulk, who's taken a shine
to Irina and thinks kidnapping is a wooing strategy. And so Andriy - who really
doesn't fancy Irina, honest - must set off in search of that girl he's not in love with.
'Immensely appealing. All but sings with zest for life...could hardly be more
engaging, shrewd and winningly perceptive' Sunday Times 'Extremely funny,
closely observed insights, scenes of farce, tragedy and horror' The Times Literary
Supplement 'Hilarious and horrifying, Two Caravans is funny, clever and well
observed' Guardian Bestselling author Marina Lewkyca has received great critical
acclaim since the publication of her hilarious first novel A Short History of
Tractors in Ukrainian in 2005, which was the winner of the Bollinger Everyman
Prize for Comic Fiction 2005, winner of the Saga Award for Wit 2005, shortlisted
for the Orange Prize for Fiction 2005 and longlisted for the Booker prize 2005.
Her other humorous novels We Are All Made of Glue and Various Pets Alive and
Dead are also available from Penguin. Two Caravans is published as Strawberry
Fields in the USA and Canada.
“Absurdistan is not just a hilarious novel, but a record of a particular peak in the
history of human folly. No one is more capable of dealing with the transition from
the hell of socialism to the hell of capitalism in Eastern Europe than Shteyngart,
the great-great grandson of one Nikolai Gogol and the funniest foreigner alive.”
–Aleksandar Hemon From the critically acclaimed, bestselling author of The
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Russian Debutante’s Handbook comes the uproarious and poignant story of one
very fat man and one very small country Meet Misha Vainberg, aka Snack
Daddy, a 325-pound disaster of a human being, son of the 1,238th-richest man in
Russia, proud holder of a degree in multicultural studies from Accidental College,
USA (don’t even ask), and patriot of no country save the great City of New York.
Poor Misha just wants to live in the South Bronx with his hot Latina girlfriend, but
after his gangster father murders an Oklahoma businessman in Russia, all hopes
of a U.S. visa are lost. Salvation lies in the tiny, oil-rich nation of Absurdistan,
where a crooked consular officer will sell Misha a Belgian passport. But after a
civil war breaks out between two competing ethnic groups and a local warlord
installs hapless Misha as minister of multicultural affairs, our hero soon finds
himself covered in oil, fighting for his life, falling in love, and trying to figure out if
a normal life is still possible in the twenty-first century. With the enormous
success of The Russian Debutante’s Handbook, Gary Shteyngart established
himself as a central figure in today’s literary world—“one of the most talented and
entertaining writers of his generation,” according to The New York Observer. In
Absurdistan, he delivers an even funnier and wiser literary performance. Misha
Vainberg is a hero for the new century, a glimmer of humanity in a world of
dashed hopes.
A “highly entertaining” story of a frustrated novelist who finds fame, fortune—and
trouble—in the world of online poker (The New York Times Book Review). When
Frank Dixon, a writer who has seen his career crash and burn, decides to dabble
in online poker, he discovers he has a knack for winning. In this newfound realm,
populated by alluring characters—each of them elusive, mysterious, and
glamorous—he becomes a smash success: popular, rich, and loved. Going by the
name Chip Zero, he sees his fortunes and romantic liaisons thrive in cyberspace
while he remains blind to the fact that his real life is sinking. His online success,
however, does not come without complications, as he comes to realize that his
“virtual” friends and lovers are, in fact, made of flesh and blood—and one rival
player is not at all happy that Mr. Zero has taken all his money. “Brazen, often
hilarious . . . an illuminating and fully realized story about identity and reputation
in the digital age.” —The Washington Post “[A] recklessly funny, sparky satire of
our obsession with the virtual world.” —Vanity Fair “Laugh-out-loud . . . There is a
certain Everyman quality to Frank . . . whose self-deprecating humor helps carry
him through his midlife angst and denial of addiction; you want to wish him well.”
—Booklist
In a novel about being an outsider in America and what it means to be an
American, Vladimir, a young Russian-American immigrant, pursues his dreams of
success, wealth, and a girlfriend, as his quest takes him deep into uncharted
territory. A first novel. 25,000 first printing.
AbsurdistanGranta Books
“A swift, harrowing classic perfect for these unnerving times.” —Jenny Offill,
author of Dept. of Speculation One moonlit night, fourteen-year-old Reena Virk
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went to join friends at a party and never returned home. In this “tour de force of
crime reportage” (Kirkus Reviews), acclaimed author Rebecca Godfrey takes us
into the hidden world of the seven teenage girls—and boy—accused of a savage
murder. As she follows the investigation and trials, Godfrey reveals the startling
truth about the unlikely killers. Laced with lyricism and insight, Under the Bridge
is an unforgettable look at a haunting modern tragedy.
Heralded as “one of his generation’s most original and exhilarating writers” by
The New York Times, Gary Shteyngart has fused his literary chops and biting
humor into one-of-a-kind fiction that provokes, inspires, and
entertains—sometimes all at once. Throughout the two bestselling novels in this
eBook bundle, Absurdistan and Super Sad True Love Story, Shteyngart is at the
height of his powers: “wildly funny” (San Francisco Chronicle), “freakishly
intelligent” (Elle), “ridiculously witty and painfully prescient” (Time). Don’t miss
Gary Shteyngart’s highly anticipated memoir, Little Failure, an American
immigrant story of a lifelong misfit who finally finds his place in the world, told with
the author’s sharp powers of observation, self-deprecating humor, surprising
revelations, and moving insights into the human heart. ABSURDISTAN
“Exuberant, wise, hilarious . . . a long, funny, heartbreaking lament for home,
whatever that means, and wherever that might be.”—Los Angeles Times Book
Review Meet Misha Vainberg, son of the 1,238th-richest man in Russia and a
325-pound patriot of no country save New York City. Misha just wants to live in
the South Bronx with his hot Latina girlfriend, but after his gangster father
murders an Oklahoma businessman, all hopes of a U.S. visa are lost. Salvation
lies in tiny, oil-rich Absurdistan, where a crooked consular officer will sell Misha a
Belgian passport. Then civil war breaks out, a local warlord installs Misha as
minister of multicultural affairs, and our hero finds himself fighting for his life,
falling in love, and trying to figure out if a normal life is still possible in the twentyfirst century. SUPER SAD TRUE LOVE STORY “Wonderful . . . [combines] the
tenderness of the Chekhovian tradition with the hormonal high jinks of a Judd
Apatow movie.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times In the near future,
America is crushed by a financial crisis, and our patient Chinese creditors may
just be ready to foreclose on the whole mess. Then Lenny Abramov, son of a
Russian immigrant janitor and ardent fan of “printed, bound media artifacts” (aka
books), meets Eunice Park, an impossibly cute and impossibly cruel Korean
American woman with a major in Images and a minor in Assertiveness. Could
falling in love redeem a planet falling apart? All Lenny has to do is convince his
fickle new love that there is still value in being a real human being. Praise for
Gary Shteyngart “Compared with most young novelists his age . . . Shteyngart is
a giant mounted on horseback. He ranges more widely, sees more sweepingly
and gets where he’s going with far more aplomb.”—The New York Times Book
Review “Obscenely gifted . . . [His] prose never fails to pop, and nothing escapes
his satiric eye.”—Entertainment Weekly “The Joseph Heller of the information
age.”—Salon “His imagination is either warped or prophetic; you choose. But his
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writing is brilliant.”—The Seattle Times “Not since mid-seventies Woody Allen has
anyone cracked so wise and so well.”—Esquire “There is no one better at
skewering social systems.”—The Wall Street Journal
This irreverent survey celebrates the more populist and enduring work in graphic and
industrial design that was a product of the Soviet era - a period that remain politically
sensitive and under-explored, yet whose influence on the objects and aesthetics of
Russian life and thought has been profound. Made in Russia presents fifty such
masterpieces, from pioneers of Soviet technology such as the Sputnik, the Buran
snowmobile, and the LOMO camera to icons of quotidian culture such as the fishnet
shopping bag, the beveled glass, a Cold War-inspired arcade game, and Misha the
Olympic bear. Edited by the journalist and author Michael Idov - a Soviet product
himself - and including essays from Boris Kachka, Vitaly Komar, Gary Shteyngart, and
Lara Vapnyar, the collection explores the provenance of these objects in the forgotten
Soviet culture and the unique climate for design from which they could only have
emerged.
Spanning six decades that included war, totalitarianism, censorship, and the fight for
democracy, My Crazy Century reflects on Ivan Klma's remarkable life while also looking
at this critical period of twentieth-century history. From World War Two to the
oppressive grip of Communism, from the brief hope of freedom during the Prague
Spring of 1968 to the eventual collapse of the regime in 1989's Velvet Revolution,
Klma's revelatory account contemplates the ways in which this crazy century led
mankind astray and impacted the lives of not only Klma's generation but today's
generations still grappling with totalitarian societies. Including an appendix of insightful
essays that compliment each chapter - on topics ranging from social history and
political thinking to love and liberty - My Crazy Century provides a profoundly rich and
moving personal and national history.
In Race, Rights, and Recognition, Dean J. Franco explores the work of recent Jewish
American writers, many of whom have taken unpopular stances on social issues,
distancing themselves from the politics and public practice of multiculturalism. While
these writers explore the same themes of group-based rights and recognition that
preoccupy Latino, African American, and Native American writers, they are generally
suspicious of group identities and are more likely to adopt postmodern distancing
techniques than to presume to speak for "their people." Ranging from Philip Roth’s
scandalous 1969 novel Portnoy’s Complaint to Gary Shteyngart’s Absurdistan in
2006, the literature Franco examines in this book is at once critical of and deeply
invested in the problems of race and the rise of multicultural philosophies and policies
in America. Franco argues that from the formative years of multiculturalism
(1965–1975), Jewish writers probed the ethics and not just the politics of civil rights and
cultural recognition; this perspective arose from a stance of keen awareness of the
limits and possibilities of consensus-based civil and human rights. Contemporary
Jewish writers are now responding to global problems of cultural conflict and pluralism
and thinking through the challenges and responsibilities of cosmopolitanism. Indeed, if
the United States is now correctly—if cautiously—identifying itself as a post-ethnic nation,
it may be said that Jewish writing has been well ahead of the curve in imagining what a
post-ethnic future might look like and in critiquing the social conventions of race and
ethnicity.
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“Steinke's sense of this small Texas town, with its explosive and interconnected lives
and deaths, is absolutely masterful.”—Elizabeth Gilbert A big, moving novel of one tightknit Texas community and the events that alter its residents’ lives forever.
Friendswood, Texas, is a small Gulf Coast town of church suppers, oil rigs on the
horizon, hurricane weather, and high school football games. When tragedy rears its
head with an industrial leak that kills and sickens residents, it pulls on the common
thread that runs through the community, intensifying everything. From a confused
fifteen-year-old girl beset by visions, to a high school football star tormented by his
actions, to a mother galvanized by the death of her teen daughter, to a morally bankrupt
father trying to survive his mistakes, René Steinke explores what happens when
families are trapped in the ambiguity of history’s missteps—when the actions of a few
change the lives and well-being of many. Driving the narrative powerfully forward is the
suspenseful question of the fates of four Friendswood families, and Steinke’s striking
insight and empathy. Inspired in part by the town where she herself grew up, this
layered, propulsive, psychologically complex story is poignant proof that extreme public
events, as catastrophic as they might seem, must almost always pale in comparison to
the intimate personal experiences and motivations of grief, love, lust, ambition, anxiety,
and regret.
"Outstanding . . . a wide-ranging invitation to think through the moral ramifications of
our eating habits." —The New Yorker One of the New York Times Book Review's Ten
Best Books of the Year and Winner of the James Beard Award Author of How to
Change Your Mind and the #1 New York Times Bestseller In Defense of Food and
Food Rules What should we have for dinner? Ten years ago, Michael Pollan confronted
us with this seemingly simple question and, with The Omnivore’s Dilemma, his brilliant
and eye-opening exploration of our food choices, demonstrated that how we answer it
today may determine not only our health but our survival as a species. In the years
since, Pollan’s revolutionary examination has changed the way Americans think about
food. Bringing wide attention to the little-known but vitally important dimensions of food
and agriculture in America, Pollan launched a national conversation about what we eat
and the profound consequences that even the simplest everyday food choices have on
both ourselves and the natural world. Ten years later, The Omnivore’s Dilemma
continues to transform the way Americans think about the politics, perils, and pleasures
of eating.
A unique work of fiction from the troubled streets of Ukraine, giving invaluable testimony
to the new history unfolding in the nation's post-independence years "One of the most
astounding novels to come out of modern Ukraine. Mesopotamia is seductive, twisted,
brilliant, and fierce."--Gary Shteyngart, author of Little Failure and Absurdistan This
captivating book is Serhiy Zhadan's ode to Kharkiv, the traditionally Russian-speaking
city in Eastern Ukraine where he makes his home. A leader among Ukrainian
post?independence authors, Zhadan employs both prose and poetry to address the
disillusionment, complications, and complexities that have marked Ukrainian life in the
decades following the Soviet Union's collapse. His novel provides an extraordinary
depiction of the lives of working-class Ukrainians struggling against an implacable fate:
the road forward seems blocked at every turn by demagogic forces and remnants of the
Russian past. Zhadan's nine interconnected stories and accompanying poems are set
in a city both representative and unusual, and his characters are simultaneously familiar
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and strange. Following a kind of magical-realist logic, his stories expose the grit and
burden of stalled lives, the universal desire for intimacy, and a wistful realization of the
off-kilter and even perverse nature of love.
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