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This book looks at the economic civilisation of Europe in the last epoch before
the Industrial Revolution.
Small power diplomacy in seventeenth century Europe War, State and Society in
Liège is a fascinating case study of the consequences of war in the PrinceBishopric of Liège and touches upon wider issues in early modern history, such
as small power diplomacy in the seventeenth century and during the Nine Years’
War. For centuries, the small semi-independent Holy Roman Principality of Liège
succeeded in preserving a non-belligerent role in European conflicts. During the
Nine Years’ War (1688–1697), however, Liège’s leaders had to abolish the
practice of neutrality. For the first time in its early modern history, the PrinceBishopric had to raise a regular army, reconstruct ruined defence structures, and
supply army contributions in both money and material. The issues under
discussion in War, State and Society in Liège offer the reader insight into how
Liège politically protected its powerful institutions and how the local elite tried to
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influence the interplay between domestic and external diplomatic relationships.
Provides a detailed analysis of the political, social and economic history of the
France of Louis XIII.
The princes étrangers, or the foreign princes, were an influential group of
courtiers in early modern France, who maintained their unofficial status as
'foreigners' due to membership in sovereign ruling families. Arguably the most
influential of these were the princes of Lorraine, a sovereign state on France's
eastern border. During the sixteenth century the Lorraine-Guise dominated the
culture and politics of France, gaining a reputation as a powerful, manipulative
family at the head of the Catholic League in the Wars of Religion and with close
relationships with successive Valois monarchs and Catherine de Medici. After the
traumas of 1588, however, although they faded from the narrative history of
France, they nevertheless remained at the pinnacle of political culture until the
end of the eighteenth century. This book examines the lesser-known period for
the Guise at the later stages of the ancien régime, focusing on the recovery of
lost fortunes, prestige, favour and influence that began towards the end of the
reign of Louis XIII and continued through that of Louis XIV. Central to the work is
the question of what it meant to be a member of a family of princely rank whose
dynastic links outside the state guaranteed privileges and favours at the highest
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level. Jonathan Spangler investigates how an aristocratic family operated within
that political culture, including facets of patronage (political, ecclesiastical,
military, and the arts) and the meaning of dynasticism itself (marriages,
testaments, women's roles, multiplicity of loyalties). The result is a thorough
examination of the nature of crown-noble relations in the era of absolutism as
seen through the example of the Lorraine-Guise. It sheds light on how the family
which had so threatened the equilibrium of the late Valois monarchy became one
of the strongest pillars supporting the regime of the later Bourbons.
This controversial study takes the provocative line that the French monarchy was
a complete success. James turns the idea of royal ‘absolutism’ on its head by
redefining the French monarchy’s success from 1598 - 1661. The Origins of
French Absolutism, 1598-1661 maintains that building blocks were not being laid
by the so-called architects of absolutism, but that by satisfying long-established,
traditional ambitions, cardinal ministers Richelieu and Mazarin undoubtedly made
the confident, ambitious reign of the late century possible.
Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to make long-unavailable
books once again accessible to scholars, students, researchers, and general
readers. Rich with historical and cultural value, these works are published
unaltered from the original University of Minnesota Press editions. The books
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offered through Minnesota Archive Editions are produced in limited quantities
according to customer demand and are available through select distribution
partners.
Compass of Society rethinks the French route to a conception of "commercial
society" in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Henry C. Clark finds that
the development of market liberalism, far from being a narrow and abstract
ideological episode, was part of a broad-gauged attempt to address a number of
perceived problems generic to Europe and particular to France during this period.
In the end, he offers a neo-Tocquevillian account of a topic which Tocqueville
himself notoriously underemphasized, namely the emergence of elements of a
modern economy in eighteenth century France and the place this development
had in explaining the failure of the Old Regime and the onset of the Revolution.
Compass of Society will aid in understanding the conflicted French engagement
with liberalism even up to the twenty-first century.
Table of contents
Combining a broad analysis of political culture with a particular focus on rhetoric and strategy,
Jeffrey Sawyer analyzes the role of pamphlets in the political arena in seventeenth-century
France. During the years 1614-1617 a series of conflicts occurred in France, resulting from the
struggle for domination of Louis XIII's government. In response more than 1200
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pamphlets--some
These pamphlets constituted the political press of the period, offering the only significant
published source of news and commentary. Sawyer examines key aspects of the impact of
pamphleteering: the composition of the targeted public and the ways in which pamphlets were
designed to affect its various segments, the interaction of pamphlet printing and political action
at the court and provincial levels, and the strong connection between pamphlet content and
assumptions on the one hand and the evolution of the French state on the other. His analysis
provides new and valuable insights into the rhetoric and practice of politics. Sawyer concludes
that French political culture was shaped by the efforts of royal ministers to control political
communication. The resulting distortions of public discourse facilitated a spectacular growth of
royal power and monarchist ideology and influenced the subsequent history of French politics
well into the Revolutionary era. Combining a broad analysis of political culture with a particular
focus on rhetoric and strategy, Jeffrey Sawyer analyzes the role of pamphlets in the political
arena in seventeenth-century France. During the years 1614-1617 a series of conflicts
occurred in France, resulting from the struggle for domination of Louis XIII's government. In
response more than 1200 pamphlets--some printed in as many as eighteen editions--were
produced and distributed. These pamphlets constituted the political press of the period,
offering the only significant published source of news and commentary. Sawyer examines key
aspects of the impact of pamphleteering: the composition of the targeted public and the ways
in which pamphlets were designed to affect its various segments, the interaction of pamphlet
printing and political action at the court and provincial levels, and the strong connection
between pamphlet content and assumptions on the one hand and the evolution of the French
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state on the
other. His analysis provides new and valuable insights into the rhetoric and
practice of politics. Sawyer concludes that French political culture was shaped by the efforts of
royal ministers to control political communication. The resulting distortions of public discourse
facilitated a spectacular growth of royal power and monarchist ideology and influenced the
subsequent history of French politics well into the Revolutionary era.
Gale Researcher Guide for: The Path of France to Absolutism is selected from Gale's
academic platform Gale Researcher. These study guides provide peer-reviewed articles that
allow students early success in finding scholarly materials and to gain the confidence and
vocabulary needed to pursue deeper research.
The 14 essays in this volume look at both the theory and practice of monarchical governments
from the Thirty Years War up until the time of the French Revolution. Contributors aim to
unravel the constructs of ‘absolutism’ and ‘monarchism’, examining how the power and
authority of monarchs was defined through contemporary politics and philosophy.
The map we draw of seventeenth-century French literary and intellectual culture is usually a
small one, centered on Paris and Versailles to reflect the consolidation of intellectual and
artistic capital under absolutism. Yet this process of centrali-zation depended on the creation of
strong infrastructures connecting France's seat of political and cultural power to the provinces
and the rest of the world: an efficient postal system, Europe's largest network of foreign
embassies, trade links stretching to Asia and the Americas. How might a focus on these
networks – and on the agents, materials, concepts, and practices that constituted them –
broaden our mental topo-graphy of seventeenth-century French culture? This question
animated a rich discussion during the May 2014 conference of the North American Society for
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Seventeenth-Century
Carolina, Chapel Hill. The present volume represents a selec-tion of the contributions to the
conference.
Conventionally, ``absolutism'' in early-modern Europe has suggested unfettered autocracy and
despotism -- the erosion of rights, the centralisation of decision-making, the loss of liberty.
Everything, in a word, that was un-British but characteristic of ancien-regime France. Recently
historians have questioned such comfortably simplistic views. This lively investigation of
``absolutism'' in action -- continent-wide but centred on a detailed comparison of France and
England -- dissolves the traditional picture to reveal a much more complex reality; and in so
doing illuminates the varied ways in which early-modern Europe was governed.
Seventeenth century French society was a time in which the arts flourished and were used to
create an eminence of power and absolutism. The gardens of Vaux-le-Vicomte were
commissioned by Nicolas Fouquet and designed by André Le Nôtre. The gardens created a
political and social space through the characteristics of design and standards of order which
together conveyed power and absolutism. Louis XIV, newly crowned king, recognized at Vaux
the perfect vehicle for the portrayal of power.

This unique collection of documents with commentary explores the meaning of
absolute monarchy by examining how Louis XIV of France became one of
Europe’s most famous and successful rulers. In the introduction, William Beik
succinctly integrates the theoretical and practical nature of absolutism and its
implications for the development of European states and society. The
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documents, newly translated and carefully selected for their readability, examine
the problems of the Fronde, Colbert’s grasp of the economic and fiscal
dimensions of the kingdom, the taming of the rural nobility, the interaction of royal
ministers and provincial authorities, the repression of Jansenists and Protestants,
popular rebellions, and royal image-making. Explanatory notes, a chronology, a
map, a geneaology chart, and 9 striking images further strengthen this volume’s
usefulness in the undergraduate classroom.
Karl Kautsky on Democracy and Republicanism contains the first Englishlanguage translations of important political works by Kautsky. Ben Lewis
demonstrates how Kautsky’s programmatic conclusions were positively
influenced by Marx and Engels – especially the lessons they drew from the Paris
Commune.
The first genuinely interdisciplinary study of creativity in early modern England
The first three decades of Bourbon rule in France coincided with a period of
violent fragmentation followed by rapid renewal within the French Catholic
community. In the early 1590s, when Henri IV - Protestant head of the Bourbon
house - acceded to the throne, French Catholics were at war with each other as
Leaguer and Navarrist factions fought both militarily and ideologically for control
of Catholic France. However, by 1620 a partially reconciled French church was in
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the process of defining a distinctive reform movement as French Catholics,
encouraged by their monarchs, sought to assimilate aspects of the international
Catholic reformation with Gallican traditions to renew their church. By 1650 this
French Catholic church, and its distinctive reform movement forged in the
decades following the collapse of the Catholic League, had become one of the
most influential movements in European Catholicism. This study reconsiders the
forces behind these dramatic developments within the French church through the
re-examination of a classic question in French history: Why was the Society of
Jesus able to integrate successfully into the French church in the opening
decades of the seventeenth-century, despite being expelled from much of the
kingdom in 1594 for its alleged role in the attempted assassination of the king?
The expulsion, recall and subsequent integration of the Society into the French
church offers a unique window into the evolution of French Catholicism between
1590 and 1620. It provides new insight into how Henri IV re-established royal
authority in the French Catholic church following the collapse of the Catholic
League and how this development helped to heal the rifts in French Catholicism
wrought by the Leaguer movement. It also explores in unprecedented detail how
Henri played an important role in channelling religious energy in his kingdom
towards forms of Catholic piety -exemplified by his new allies the Jesuits - which
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became the foundation of
This analysis of the provincial reality of absolutism argues that the relationship
between the regional aristocracy and the crown was a key factor in influencing
the traditional social system of seventeenth century France.
This unique collection of documents with commentary explores the meaning of
absolute monarchy by examining how Louis XIV of France became one of
Europe's most famous and successful rulers. The documents, newly translated
and carefully selected for their readability, examine the problems of the Fronde,
Colbert's grasp of the economic and fiscal dimensions of the kingdom, the taming
of the rural nobility, the interaction of royal ministers and provincial authorities,
the repression of Jansenists and Protestants, popular rebellions, and royal imagemaking.
This book deals with the crucial relationship between war and state formation in
early modern Europe by considering the role of the Duchy of Savoy and the rise
of this hitherto weak state into one of the regular members of the anti-French
coalitions of the eighteenth century. Through his participation in the Nine Years
War (1688–97) and the War of the Spanish Succession (1701–14), Victor
Amadeus II, duke of Savoy, acquired a reputation for unrivalled 'Machiavellian'
diplomacy on the international stage. The book puts this diplomacy in context,
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and considers how the duke raised men and money (at home and abroad), the
administrative changes forced by war, the resulting domestic pressures, and how
these were dealt with.
An account of absolute rule and reform in Sweden under King Charles XI,
1660-1697, first published in 1998.
Most Seventeenth Century European Monarchs ruled territories which were
culturally and institutionally diverse. Forced by the escalating scale of war to
mobilise evermore men and money they tried to bring these territories under
closer control, overriding regional and sectional liberties. This was justified by a
theory stressing the monarchs absolute power and his duty to place the good of
his state before particular interests. The essays of this volume analyse this
process in states at very different stages of economic and political development
and assess the great gulf that often existed between the monarchs power in
theory and in practice.
This is the second edition of a unique textbook on the Enlightenment.
The complete Short Oxford History of Europe (series editor: Professor T.C.W.
Blanning) will cover the history of Europe from Classical Greece to the present in
eleven volumes. In each, experts write to their strengths tackling the key issues including society, economy, religion, politics,and culture - head-on in chapters
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that will be at once wide-ranging surveys and searching analyses. Each book is
specifically designed with the non-specialist reader in mind; but the authority of
the contributors and the vigour of the interpretations will make them necessary
and challenging readingfor fellow academics across a range of disciplines. Lying
between the two great "peaks" of European history, the Reformation and the
Enlightenment in the centuries fore and aft, the seventeenth century seems not to
have a popular identity itself. And yet, as Professor Bergin points out in his
Introduction, it is the very proliferation of majorevents, crises and processes
throughout Europe that has made this transitional age so difficult to label. In this
book, the seventeenth century, heavy with significance for the future of Europe, is
fully explored by Professor Bergin and six major authors as they address, in turn,
economy, society, politics, war and international relations, science, thought and
culture ('The Age of Curiosity'), andEurope in the wider world. In a set of chapters
covering and contrasting the European experience across the full century and the
full continent, the reader is offered a rich, lively, and provocative introduction to
the period, and students a superbly authoritative context for more detailedwork.
Absolutism in Central Europe is about the form of European monarchy known as
absolutism, how it was defined by contemporaries, how it emerged and
developed, and how it has been interpreted by historians, political and social
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scientists. This book investigates how scholars from a variety of disciplines have
defined and explained political development across what was formerly known as
the 'age of absolutism'. It assesses whether the term still has utility as a tool of
analysis and it explores the wider ramifications of the process of state-formation
from the experience of central Europe from the early seventeenth century to the
start of the nineteenth.
In Absolutist Attachments, Chloé Hogg uncovers the affective and media
connections that shaped Louis XIV's absolutism. This book offers a view of
another kind of absolutism--not the spectacular absolutism of an unbound king
but the binding connections of his subjects--Provided by publisher.
Absolutism and Society in Seventeenth-Century FranceState Power and
Provincial Aristocracy in LanguedocCambridge University Press
French historians and scholars of the Reformation and the European Wars of
Religion will find Warrior Pursuits engaging and insightful.
Mitchell Greenberg explores the significance of fantasies of the body in
seventeenth-century France through provocative and subtle readings of some of
the most intriguing texts of the period. Beginning with an eloquent invocation of
the status of the king in classical France, Greenberg surveys the complex
sociopolitical history of Louis XIV's reign, analyzing both Moliere and the entire
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corpus of Racine. The central chapters of Baroque Bodies deal with such
fascinating texts as the Memoires of the abbe de Choisy (the first existing
account of a male cross-dresser); two founding texts of the modern pornographic
genre, L'ecole des filles and L'academie des dames; and the "autobiography" of
Marie de l'Incarnation, the famous "mystic" and founder of the first Ursuline
convent in Canada. In addition to his richly nuanced readings, Greenberg
integrates into his argument material from a broad array of disciplines, including
psychoanalysis, feminism, epistemology, and history. He also points out the
implications of his argument for the political, theological, and historical thought of
the period, moving effortlessly from witch trials in France to discussions of bodies
in Renaissance English literary criticism to the works of Bakhtin, Foucault, Freud,
and Lacan.
This thematically organised text provides a compelling introduction and guide to
the key problems and issues of this highly controversial century. Offering a
genuinely comparative history, Thomas Munck adeptly balances Eastern and
Southern Europe, Scandinavia, and the Ottoman Empire against the betterknown history of France, the British Isles and Spain. Seventeenth-Century
Europe - gives full prominence to the political context of the period, arguing that
the Thirty Years War is vital to understanding the social and political
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developments of the early modern period - provides detailed coverage of the
debates surrounding the 'general crisis', absolutism and the growth of the state,
and the implications these had for townspeople, the peasantry and the poor examines changes in economic orientation within Europe, as well as continuity
and change in mental and cultural traditions at different social levels. Now fully
revised, this second edition of a well-established and approachable synthesis
features important new material on the Ottomans, Christian-Moslem contacts and
on the role of women. The text has also been thoroughly updated to take account
of recent research. This is a fully-revised edition of a well-established synthesis
of the period from the Thirty Years War to the consolidation of absolute monarchy
and the landowning society of the ancien régime. Thematically organised, the
book covers all of Europe, from Britain and Scandinavia to Spain and Eastern
Europe. Important new material has been added on the Ottomans, on ChristianMoslem contacts and on the role of women, and the text has been thoroughly
updated to take account of recent research.
At once political institution, lived experience, and discursive figure, exile defined
Louis XIV's absolutist France. The Place of Exile connects the movements of
both people and books through and around this absolutist territory in order to
understand the deliberate construction of real and imagined marginal cultures.
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Four case studies of everyday, sociable writing called leisure literature guide us
through an ever-widening territory of disaffection and alienation, from the center
of absolutism at Louis XIV's first court to Europe's international communities of
refugees.
Continuing where William Beik's pathbreaking seventeenth-century study ends,
this book sheds new light on the origins of the French Revolution and the social
and political developments thereafter.
This book offers a lucid new interpretation of the Ancien Régime and the origins
of the French Revolution. It examines what was arguably the most ambitious
project of the eighteenth-century French monarchy: the attempt to impose direct
taxes on formerly tax-exempt privileged elites. Drawing on impressive archival
research, Michael Kwass demonstrates that the levy of these taxes, which struck
elites with some force, not only altered the relationship between monarchy and
social hierarchy, but also transformed political language and attitudes; attitudes
which ultimately led to Revolution.
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